LANCE CORPORAL FREDERICK JAMES COMPLIN
7741 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Frederick James Complin was born at Fingham, Norfolk, England on 13 April, 1868 the son of Robert (died 1878) and Charlotte (nee Yardary died 1898) Complin. 

In 1871 the family were living at 3 Black Drove, Fingham and were Robert (39) fishmonger, Charlotte (40) with Emma J. (13) scholar, Rhoda (10), Fanny (7), John W. (5), Frederick J. (2) and Sarah (3mths). 
A decade later they were at 9 Snoffham Road, Fingham and citizens were Charlotte (widow 52) fish dealer with Frederick J. (12) agricultural labourer and Laura (10) scholar.

Frederick came to Tasmania, Australia and his brother John went to Western Australia where he died in 1899 in Perth and is buried in Karrakatta Cemetery.

He was in the Strahan district in 1897 and wrote letters to the editor which were published in the:
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Followed by a wood chop contest also causing a letter to the editor to be published in the:

He married at Strahan on 8 December, 1897 to Annie Louise Salter.
A sanitary infringement brought him before the Police Court with details printed in the:



He became the manager of the Mount Darwin Hotel during 1899 as reported in the:


Two years later was at Macquarie Heads at the Ozone Hotel with an advertisement published in the:

While there, items were stolen from his premises and reported in the:


Back in the Police Court was sued for non-payment of wages being fined with proceedings appearing in the:


A further dispute over milk went before the Court of Requests and the case was mentioned in the:

He was a witness at the forfeiture application in the Warden’s Court in 1907 reported in the:

Back at the Court of Requests in 1908 his case was heard and reported in the:

A competitive member of the Zeehan Rifle Club participated over the years in many contests like this one reported in the:


By 1912 he was tin mining at Renison Bell with his operations appearing in the:


He was listed in Electoral Rolls mining at Renison Bell in 1914.  A year later he had a butcher shop in Queenstown.

Enlisted on 27 September, 1915 at Claremont and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars of the married forty-six-year-old butcher shows he was 182cms (5ft 11¾ins) tall, weighing 79kgs (174lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-95cms (35½-37½ins) and had a medium complexion with grey eyes that tested to fair eyesight and dark grey hair.  Church of England was his faith.  He stated he had served an apprenticeship as a butcher and nominated as next-of-kin his wife Mrs Annie Complin of 7 Lefoy Street, Hobart.  They had seven children.
He was allotted to Home Service with the service number T135 from September 27 to 4 April, 1917 then discharged as his services were no longer required after serving one year and 187 days with the A.I.F. 6th Military District.
The same day the married miner re-applied to enlist for active service abroad at Claremont and passed the medical examination giving his age as forty-four years.  Attestation forms describe him as 181cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 90.4kgs (199lbs) with a chest expansion of 95-41cms (37½-41½ins) with a dark complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and hair turning grey.  Distinctive mark was a scar over right ilium.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Annie Louise Complin of Pier Street, Moonah, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their six dependent children.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the following day.

Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont until 7 May then transferred to the Miners Reinforcements camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.)  Went sick on 15 June to MacLeod Base Hospital and returned to duty on June 27.  Was allotted to B Company with the Tunnelling Reinforcements and promoted on 28 July to Lance Corporal and then to Corporal on August 6 for the voyage only.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife Mrs Annie Louise Complin of Pier Street, Hobart, Tas.  His regimental number was 7741 with the April, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On 3 October, 1917 he was appointed E.D.P. Corporal (extra duty pay) and reverted to Sapper on proceeding overseas to France.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 14 November, 1917 marching into the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Marched out four days later the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion on 24 November, 1917 and appointed E.D.P. Sergeant on November 28.  Returned on the 13 December to the Entrenching Battalion.
At the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre on 10 March, 1918 reverted to the rank of Sapper and marched out to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company who had just completed the Canteen Subway in the Lens sector and defensive mining under Mason’s House and handed over the previous day to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.  The Hythe Tunnel Scheme was continued as an important defensive section on Hill 70 despite continuous hostile bombardment and gas attacks frequently hampering their work.
News of their arrival was recorded in the:-  “On 10/3/18, 40 O.R’s marched in as reinforcements.”
Sapper was taken on strength the same day.  Was appointed to be Lance Corporal on 27 April, 1918.  Service continued until leave was granted and taken from 27 October and while on leave Peace was declared and returned to duty on 15 November.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 27 January, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot at Havre and marched out on 3 February from there crossing to England and marching into the Overseas Training Brigade at the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny the next day. 

He was noted to be AWL from 22 February and reported back on February 25.  Headquarters, London queried action taken for AWL.
Lance Corporal embarked for Australia as an invalid on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his wife on 10 April that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 May, 1919 then quarantined. 
His name was among soldiers returning listed in the: 

News of their arrival was reported in the:


The Tasmanian soldiers embarked for home on the steamer Rotomahana with news of their impending arrival reported in the:

His name was in the list of soldiers returning to Hobart (6th M.D.) appearing in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 23 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical board proceedings together with dates of his return and discharge to Base Records on 6 June, 1919.

His address was Pierce Street, Moonah in 1919 with no occupation.

Later that year his name appeared for registration of his motor vehicle in the Police Gazette:


During 1920 he filed for liquidation of his affairs as reported in the:


For serving his country Lance Corporal 7741 Frederick James Complin, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (7765) and the Victory Medal (7503).
He was working as a labourer at Miena, Bothwell in 1922.  

Both his medals were collected from the Staff Officer in Hobart on 7 April, 1923.

From 1925 onward he is listed at South Camp, Yallourn, Victoria with the occupation.  From 1931 his wife and daughters were living at 9 Elmhurst Street, Balaclava, Melbourne.

A request for his service records by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records who issued them on 7 October, 1937.

In 1942 the couple were at 2a Salisbury Street, Balaclava, Melbourne and retired.

Frederick James Complin, late of Royal Park, passed away on 26 July, 1943 aged 75 years.  Interment took place in the Church of England portion T of Fawkner Cemetery (now Fawkner Memorial Park) in grave no. 3080.  There is no headstone.

Annie Louise Complin died on 25 September 1946 and was cremated at Springvale Botanical Cemetery, Victoria, and her remains were scattered at the cemetery.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday May 19, 1897:


THE MINES DEPARTMENT


In yesterday’s paper we published a letter signed by Mr F.J. Complin, complaining of his treatment at the hands of the Mines Department over his application for forfeiture of the Glen Lyell leases.  	Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday June 17, 1897:


AXEMEN’S ASSOCIATION


Sir—In reply to Mr Nicholls, we question very much if “his” association is worked as a legitimate basis and as far as we can discover, disunion, bickering, and discepsion form its chief basis, and now the Association has drifted into a one-horse autocratic show.  We would gladly register and affiliate if any good would course, and if the U.A.A. would allow me to have representation on “his” board or council, and thus [erase such rules as No. 13 in  “his” regulations, which reads as follows: 


“Should the committee of this Association through any cause fail to have sufficient funds on hand to meet the whole of the prizes, advertisement for their annual carnival at Deloraine, they are empowered to pay all liabilities, such as advertising and wages, every forward sum not exceeding £10 for future contingencies, the whole of the balance to be divided among the winners, pro rata.  It is believed that this will be a better method than that of deducting some prizes altogether, as in former years.  Axemen and sawyers can therefore rely on every prize being paid, although possibly with a slight all-round reduction on the amount advertised.”  We intend to pay cash, as per advertisement, if only four men chop.  Ours is a speculation and probably Mr Nicholls’ is also, under the guise of an association.  As the matter of fact, nine-tenths of the choppers on the Coast are not registered.  Why can not Mr Nicholls ere now been active as an energetic salaried secretary, and extended his Association to the West Coast?  Anyhow, we are going to run our show irrespective of Mr Nicholls, and will shortly announce a big chopping contest at Strahan, under the patronage of the genial sport, Mr J.J. Gaffney.  Mr White will probably have something to say in reply to Mr Nicholls’ pointed reflection.


Yours, etc. F.J. COMPLIN and JAMES COY   Promotors





Mt Lyell Standard and Strahan Gazette (Queenstown) Saturday March 19, 1898:


UNDRAINED PREMISES


F.J. Complin was charged on the information of Constable Weston, Sanitary Inspector with failing to provide proper drains on his premises in Orr-street.  Defendant pleaded guilty.


Frederick James Complin, the defendant gave evidence that in May 1897, [line blurred] O’Brien and himself joined in partnership to put a drain into Hunter-street, and each had separate commitments with the eminent drain.  


cont’d





Continues:


On February 11 the drain was extended into the main drain in Hunter-street.  It cost him (defendant) £2 1s.  The [blurred] of which the prosecution spoke was there was case he had not put in a sink hole, additional bankings were erected.  The hole was at present paved with stones and there was a good connection between it and the drain and the water ran away freely, but like all other drains it was able to block up occasionally.  If the house was extended back, it would be just about level with the drain.


The bench would warn the defendant to put in a proper sink at once, and in the meantime imposed a fine of 10s and 7s 6d costs.





Mount Lyell Standard and Strahan Gazette (Queenstown) Wednesday November 8, 1899:


ITEMS OF INTEREST


WOOD CHOPPING—Last pay-day Mr F.J. Complin, the manager of the Mount Darwin Hotel, organised a successful chopping match at Mount Darwin.  							    Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday December 14, 1899:


THE LICENSING BENCH


STRAHAN, Wednesday—The Licensing Bench for the district of Macquarie met yesterday.  The following applications were considered and granted: F.J. Complin, Mount Darwin Hotel, at Mount Darwin.	    Article abridged





Banner (Strahan) Wednesday February 20, 1901:


NEWS AND NOTES


A visit to Macquarie Heads at the present time is most invigorating.  The shrubs on the hill to the back beach is green and well variegated with wild flowers and berries.  Mr F.J. Complin’s Ozone Hotel is nicely fitted up for visitors, his charges moderate, with boats, fishing lines, and all etc. to please those who seek enjoyment and sport.





Police Gazettes Tasmania 1901:


MACQUARIE DISTRICT—Stolen from a case in the bar-parlour of Mr F.J. Complin’s Hotel at Macquarie Heads, during the night of the 26th December, 1900 two and a half dozen bottles of stout with cascade label on, value £2 5s, the property of the above.  Not identifiable. 





MACQUARIE DISTRICT—Stolen from the Ozone Hotel, Macquarie Heads on the 16th inst. – 1 pillow and slip, 1 pair of grey blankets, 1 brush and comb, 1 hand mirror and 2 geese; aggregate value £3 10s.  The stolen articles, except comb, brush and geese were found next morning in an outhouse back of the premises and some in different places near the hotel. 





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Friday February 20, 1903:


STRAHAN NOTES – POLICE COURT


At the Police Court this morning Ethel Stephenson sued F.J. Complin for the amount of £2 10s, wages due.  Defendant did not appear, and the case was heard ex parte.  Defendant was ordered to pay the amount, with 9s costs, in default [blurred], and in default of [blurred] 14 days imprisonment.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Minday November 21, 1904:


STRAHAN


At the Court of Requests, before Commissioner Chambers, the case of J.A. Gaffney v. F.J. Complin, claim for £3 11s for milk sold, was decided in favour of the plaintiff for the full amount.  			    Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday August 2, 1907:


WARDEN’S COURT – ALLICATION FOR FORFEITURE


ZEEHAN, Thursday—Warden Chambers heard to-day the application of Albert Ernest Huxley for the forfeiture of Section 4550.


Frederick James Complin corroborated the previous witness generally, except that he and a man could do all the work done in a month.  He was prepared to swear that nothing like £74 had been spent on the property during the year.  The section was almost in a state of nature.  He had put down some pot-holes himself, and had seen all the work on the property.


The case concluded and counsel will address the Warden to-morrow afternoon. 		                  Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Wednesday September 9, 1908:


COURT OF REQUESTS


At the Court of Requests to-day the following cases were heard: F.J. Complin and others, claim for £30, goods supplied, was adjourned unto the 10th inst.						                  Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday September 24, 1908:


RIFLE SHOOTING – MATCH AT ZEEHAN


The shooting in the second state at 500, 600 and 700 yards for J. Jardine’s trophy was commenced today.  The chief scorers were F.J. Complin, 97 making his total at both stages 184.			                  Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday November 22, 1912:


SOUTH RENISON BELL


The directors of the company have let the mine on tribute to Mr F.J. Complin, of Dundas, who has started active operations, and will vigorously work the rich tin deposits, proved to exist on the company’s property.





Frederick Complin’s butcher shop in Queenstown, Tas 


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree 


submitted by Ann Harris 4/4/2018





Examiner (Launceston) Monday May 12, 1919:


PER H.T. KHYBER


L/Corp F.J. Complin, 3rd T. Co., (Moonah);						Article abridged





Argus Thursday May 22, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – MEN FROM S.S. KHYBER WELCOMED


After having spent eleven days in quarantine at Port Napier, the 467 Victorian troops who returned on the S.S. Khyber disembarked at Port Melbourne yesterday.  


The men who received a warm welcome from members of the public appeared to be in good health and spoke highly of their treatment on the way to Australia.


The number of motor cars available was insufficient to transport the troops from Port Melbourne and about forty of them returned to the ship from the depot in Sturt Street.


Otherwise the landing was efficient without incident, the men being granted leave until 10 o’clock to-day, when they must report to the Sturt Street depot.


Synopsis of the Voyage


Khyber draft of 1679, consisting of 214 West Australians, 139 South Australians, 449 Victorians, 73 Tasmanians, 543 New South Welshmen, and 261 Queenslanders, left Sutton Veny, England on 30th March, 1919, arriving at Liverpool the following day.  


Khyber sailed from Liverpool at 8 a.m. on 1st April, and reached Port Said at 11 a.m. on 10th April.  Left Port Said on afternoon of 11th April, passing through Suez Canal the same night.  Arrived at Colombo on the morning of 22nd April, and departed at 6 p.m. the following day.  


Sighted Fremantle at 10 a.m. on 3rd May, and left for Adelaide at 4 p.m. on 4th May, arriving at the latter port at 8 a.m. on 9th May.  


Departed from Adelaide at 7 p.m. on 10th May, and entered Port Phillip Heads on morning of 12th May.  Left the same morning for Sydney, arriving there on 14th May 1919.





World (Hobart) Thursday May 22, 1919:


MORE SOLDIERS RETURNING


The following telegram was received by the military authorities yesterday: two officers and 39 other ranks, ex Kildonian Castle, 40 Port Denison, 28 Karoa, two Eastern, seven miscellaneous, 15 war workers and one officer and 71 other ranks ex s.s. Khyber, embarked Rotomahana.  Sails Portsea 22nd inst.: total embarked all ranks 265.  The troops ex Khyber are in addition to those published yesterday.  There are about 34 for Hobart.  





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday May 24, 1919:


FOR THE SOUTH


7741 L-Cpl F.J. Complin								Article abridged





Police Gazette 1919:


REGISTRATION – MOTOR VEHICLES


8243 Complin, Frederick J. Pierce-street, Moonah, Overlander.  Registration expiry 7/10/1920          


Article abridged





World (Hobart) Wednesday August 25, 1920:


PETITION IN BANKRUPTCY


Frederick James Complin, of Pierce-street, Moonah, motor driver, has filed a petition with the Registrar in Bankruptcy for the liquidation of his affairs.  He estimates his liabilities at £190, but his assets are not stated.








