SAPPER ROBERT EDWARD COLLINS

968 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Liverpool, Lancashire, England was the birthplace of Robert Edward Collins on May 20, 1877 the son of John and Mary (Thornborrow) Collins.  He was christened in the Everton Christ Church on July 20, 1877 and his parents were residing at 20 Edinburgh Street, Everton, Liverpool.

In 1881 they were still residing at 20 Edinburgh Street, Everton and residents were John (37) sailmaker, wife Mary (38) and their children John S. (13), James (10), Walter (9), Mary E. (5) Robert E. (3), Mary Thornborrow (64) widow and Mary F. Titherington (9) niece.

Ten years later in 1891 they lived at 426 Hawthorne Street, Bootle and citizens of the household were John (47) and Mary (48), Walter R. (19) clerk; Mary (15) pupil teacher and Robert (13).  

At twenty-four years of age he married in Manchester, England on April 23, 1902 to Mary Eileen Lynch.  They came to Western Australia soon after.

Land was granted to him in the Williams district of W.A. and reported in the:
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From 1910 to 1912 they are registered at Williams, Western Australia his occupation was contractor.  In 1914 Mary listed her address as Cuballing and he is still a contractor.  From 1915 on their address remained as Williams.

At a recruiting depot in Narrogin, W.A. on November 24, 1915 the thirty-nine year old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 169cms (5ft 6⅜ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94ins (37ins) and his postal address as Williams.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  

Attestation papers were completed adding further information that he weighed 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins), ruddy complexion and his light brown eyes tested to good vision and had curly dark brown hair.  Distinctive tattoo marks were of eight pointed stars both shoulders, American coat of arms on right arm, and Britannia figure of a woman with clasped hands and woman’s head on right forearm.  A ship in full sail was on his chest.  On the left arm was a British shield with flags draped and on the forearm a Japanese woman, sailors head, British ensign, cross, heart and anchor – snake and clasped hands.  A forty pointed star was etched on back of his hands plus two rings tattooed.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Collins of Williams, W.A.  He was sworn in the same day.

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp near Perth, W.A. and was allotted to the Mining Corps on December 7, 1915.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 and he commenced basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps on December 7.  The Unit’s title was the No.3 Company with a major portion of No.3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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Acknowledgement to the Narrogin district’s volunteers was published in:

His final medical examination took place on December 15 and three days later on December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Collins was assigned the regimental number 968 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  These four sections re-combined to relieve the 255th Coy, Royal Engineers in the mining sector that included existing mine systems of Red Lamp; Winchester; Colvin; Ducks Bill and Sign Post Lane.

On October 10, 1916 the Company again relieved the 257th Coy R.E. in the Winchester Sector.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on December 18, 1916.

Service continued without incident until he was sent firstly to 16th Field Ambulance on September 4, 1917 then on to the 18th Field Ambulance the next day for treatment of myalgia (muscular pain) then taken to the 1st Corps Rest Station.  A day later was transferred to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station and afterwards conveyed on A.T.17 to Camiers and admitted to the 11th General Hospital with myalgia.

On September 21, 1917 he was discharged from hospital to report to the Command Depot and marched out to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles two days later.  On October 3 he was with the Reinforcements at Havre and transferred to permanent base duty in England due to Neurasthenia (a nervous condition, constantly worried to the point of exhaustion) on October 10, 1917.

He arrived at the No. 1 Command Depot at Weymouth on October 11, 1917 and a few weeks later sent sick to Napsbury hospital on October 29.   The Middlesex War Hospital requested particulars of the soldier on November 12, 1917.

Sapper Collins embarked from England on November 25, 1917 on board the hospital ship Karoola to return to Australia for discharge due to Delusional Insanity (false conception of reality).  

This is recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as follows:


His name as a returning soldier was published in several newspapers:

The ship docked at Fremantle, W.A. on January 4, 1918 and he disembarked to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle, W.A.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on February 23, 1918 as medically unfit.

He returned to Williams, W.A. and was granted a pension from February 24, 1918 as follows:



Robert Edward Collins

self
60 shillings per fortnight



Mary Collins


wife
30 shillings per fortnight



Mary Eileen Collins
        daughter
20 shillings per fortnight



Robert Edward Collins

son
15 shillings per fortnight



Rose Gwendoline Collins   daughter
10 shillings per fortnight



James McKechnie Collins
son
10 shillings per fortnight



John Scott Collins

son
10 shillings per fortnight
For service for his country Sapper 968 Robert Edward Collins, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8089) and the Victory Medal (8056).

Their address was still Williams, W.A. listing him as a contractor in 1925.  He sold his wool at the Wool Sales and in 1925 notices regularly appeared similar to the following:


A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on March 14, 1927.

Robert Edward Collins died tragically by suicide on October 4, 1932 aged 55 years with burial taking place in Williams Cemetery, W.A.  A report of his funeral and a small obituary were published in the:  


The verdict of the Inquest into his death was reported in:


Finalisation of his Estate was placed in the:


His grave is marked by a Commonwealth Grave Commission headstone.

At the Western Australian Garden of Remembrance, adjacent to the Perth War Cemetery, Nedlands his war service is commemorated with a plaque on Wall 9 in Row D.

Mrs Mary Collins passed away on May 19, 1952.  Arrangements and tributes were printed in:

A few weeks later an Obituary was published in the:
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915
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Williams Cemetery, W.A.
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Sunday Times Sunday December 6, 1908:


LAND BOARD’S DECISIONS


The Land Board sat on December 2 and made the following grants:  Locations 8054-5-6-7-8-9-60-1-2, at Williamsburgh, in the Williams district.  Locations 8056-7-8 and 8062 to R.E. Collins, embracing 402 acres, and the remainder to J. Warren, embracing 482 acres.  Three applicants.








The Great Southern Leader Friday December 10, 1915:





THE NATIONAL CALL—The following recruits were examined during the past month by the Medical Officer at Narrogin (Dr D.W.H. Mackie) : passed Robert Edward Collins.	


				Article abridged








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


        The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….R.E. Collins.


Article abridged








On 25.11.17 }    968 Sapper Collins, R.E. 


         	                     }  2473      “      Burris, C.W. were invalided to Australia








The Daily News Saturday December 29, 1917:


COMING HOME


OUR RETURNING HEROES


LIST “A” EXPECTED SHORTLY


The following sick and wounded soldiers have been listed for return to Australia, and are now actually “en route” from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the Press shortly before disembarkation.


5th MILITARY DISTRICT


968 Private R.E. Collins.								Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday December 30, 1917:


COMING HOME


The following W.A. soldiers are now on their way home and will arrive at an early date: Pte R.E. Collins.


				Article abridged





The Daily News Thursday January 3, 1918:


COMING HOME


SICK AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS


LIST A. DUE TOMORROW


Returning sick and wounded soldiers are due to disembark at 9.30 a.m. tomorrow (Friday).  The Western Australians included in the list are as follows: 968 R.E. Collins.				


						Article abridged








Sunday Times Sunday February 15, 1925:


PERTH WOOL SALE


Elder, Smith and Co Ltd, report: For R.E. Collins, Williams, 5 at 31½ d.			


Article abridged








The West Australian Friday October 28, 1932:


A FARMER SUICIDE


COLLIE, Oct.27—The Acting Coroner (Mr H. McCormick) presided at an inquest on the death of Robert Edward Collins, farmer, of Marling, in the Williams district.  Collins had been at Heathcote for treatment and on October 5 was being taken home by his wife.  When near Durkan, Collins stepped out of the train while it was in motion and disappeared in the bush.  Search parties were immediately instituted and the body was located in twelve feet of water in a stock dam on Mr Charles Perry’s property, about 1⅔miles from where Collins left the train.  Evidence was given by the widow (Mrs M. Collins), Inspector Johnson (Railway Department) and Constable Andrews (Collie) and the Coroner returned a verdict that Collins came by his death by drowning and that he took his own life while temporarily insane.








Great Southern Leader Friday October 14, 1932:


OBITUARY


LATE MR R.E. COLLINS


The funeral of the late Mr Robert Edward Collins, whose death from drowning at the age of 55 was reported in our last issue, took place at Williams on October 6, when the remains were interred in the Williams Cemetery.  The Rev F.L. Mann officiated.


The late Mr Collins, who was a returned soldier, was born in Liverpool, England, and had resided in W.A. for 30 years.


The pall-bearers were member of the Williams R.S.L. sub-branch and comprised Messrs F.C. Gabbius, J.R. Preston, R. Shreeve, G. Tyler, S.C. Kealley and J. Maloney.


Floral tributes were sent by Loving Wife and Children: Auntie Polly and family; Herb and Marie; Lionel and Mabel; Sandy and Florence Mabel; Mabel and Albert; Mrs Palmer and family; Mr and Mrs Lavender and family; Mr and Mrs Shreeve and family; Mr and Mrs A. Hughes; Mr and Mrs Ford and family; Mr and Mrs D. Sloan and family; Mr and Mrs W.G. McCutcheon; Mr and Mrs Fleay and family; Mr and Mrs H. Cowcher and Mrs Cowcher; Mrs and Mrs Shreeve and family; Mr and Mrs W.H. Stanley; Mr and Mrs J. Maloney; Mr and Mrs Mayor and Family; Mr and Mrs Kealley and family; C. Sievers and Robinson (Hospital); Mr and Mrs A.J. Watson; Mr and Mrs J.A. Giles; T. and J.H. Lavender; Mr and Mrs J.R. Preston and family; Mrs and Mrs Liddlelow; Mr and Mrs Folland; Mr and Mrs Elliott; Mr and Ms R.L. Cowcher and family; Miss Davies; Mr and Mrs Barrett-Lennard; Mr and Mrs Fitzpatrick and Ruby; Members Williams Girls’ Hockey Club.


Mr F.J. French carried out the mortuary arrangements.








Sunday Times Sunday February 26, 1933:


RECENT WILLS


SOME RICH ESATES


The Late MR ROBERT EDWARD COLLINS, of Williams, farmer left real and personal estate of the net value to £1962.








The West Australian Wednesday May 21, 1952:


DEATHS


COLLINS: On May 19, at Hollywood, Mary, loved wife of the late Robert Edward Collins, late of Williams, loved mother of Mary (Mrs Siviour, Kalgoorlie), Rose (Mrs Watson) of Kojonup, Bob (Claremont), James (Williams) and Jack (Belmont).


COLLINS (Mary): Beloved mother and mother-in-law of Jim and Es, loving grandmother of John, Rosemary, Dorothy, Cheryl.                                                      A great Briton 


COLLINS, (Mary): On May 19, at Hollywood Hospital, early beloved mother of John and Esme (Broomehill), darling nana of Carlene and Kevin.                   Lost but not forgotten


COLLINS (Mary): Loving mother of Robert, mother-in-law Dulcie and dear nanna of Roberta.


					                 Little old lady


COLLINS (Mary): Dearly loved mother and mother-in-law of Mary and Dick Siviour, fond nanna of Matthew, Glenice, Doreen, Annette.                   Underneath the everlasting arms of Jesus


COLLINS (Mary: On May 19, dearly beloved mother and mother-in-law of Rose and George, devoted nanna of Wendy, Patricia and Terry.


COLLINS (Mary): In loving memory of our very dear friend.  Deepest sympathy to her family from Corey family.





FUNERALS


COLLINS: The Funeral of the late Mrs Mary Collins, of Kojonup, late of Williams, widow of Robert Edward Collins, will take place THIS (Wednesday) AFTERNOON, at WILLIAMS.  The Cortege will leave from the Church of England, Williams, at 3 p.m.


A. DAWSON AND SON in conjunction with DONALD J. CHIPPER AND SON








Great Southern Herald (Katanning) Friday June 13, 1952:


OBITUARY


MRS MARY COLLINS


Residents of Williams and Kojonup mourn the death of a very old resident Mrs Mary Collins, which occurred in the Hollywood Hospital on May 19.  Although living at Kojonup during the latter period of her life, the deceased was generally regarded as a pioneer of the Williams district where she had been engaged in farming for 30 years.  She was born at Manchester (England) in 1884 and came to Australia with her husband, the late R.E. Collins, in 1902.  They subsequently bought land at Marling and with hard work and determination it was later converted into a fine property.  Mr Collins enlisted for the first World War and during his absence Mrs Collins ran a small business in Williams until hostilities ceased, and allowed her husband to return.  Both became very popular owing to their active association with all public and social affairs.  Following the death of Mr Collins in 1932, the widow, with her sons maintained association with farming until 1939 when she retired to live with her daughter (Mrs J. Watson) in Perth and later at Kojonup.  It is interesting to record that the deceased laid the foundation of tennis in Williams, being noted as a brilliant exponent of the sport as well as a most excellent dart player.  Apart from this she was recognised as a lady of outstanding quality from a social and domestic standpoint and was held in affectionate esteem by all who knew her.


The funeral took place at Williams on May 21, the interment in the C. of E. portion of the cemetery being attended by a very large gathering of mourners including daughters, Polly (Mrs Siviour, Kalgoorlie), Rose (Mrs J. Watson, Kojonup), and sons, Bob (Perth), Jim (Williams) and John (Broome-hill).


The service was conducted by the Rev. R. Walker.  Pallbearers were T.J. Ford, L. Groth, J. Tyler, W. Cowcher, L. Martin and H. Johnstone.


List of Floral tributes have not been reproduced here.


Funeral arrangements were in the hands of A. Dawson & Son, Narrogin. 


									Article abridged











