SAPPER HENRY JOSEPH COLLINS
5252 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / Aust Provost Corps
Henry (Harry) Joseph Collins was born in Lara, Victoria on 27 July, 1885 the son of Benjamin and Louisa (nee Tylee) Collins.  In 1915 he was working as a labourer at Leongatha, Vic.  He admitted to being convicted of the offence of disturbing the peace.
At the recruiting depot at Claremont, Tasmania on 7 February, 1916 the single thirty-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 67.7kgs (149lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) with a fair complexion good sight in his right eye and fair vision in the left one and hair was brown.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his left knee.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Benjamin Collins of Lara via Geelong, Vic.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

After basic training was allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps on 26 March, 1916 to April 4 then transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the 2nd Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on 10 July.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5252.
The following day Sapper Collins was one of 79 Reinforcements departing on HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and they departed the next day.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  
Sapper was admitted on 26 August, 1916 to the ship’s hospital for isolation and treatment of a social disease and discharged to duty on 2 September.

A one-day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station and marched into No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The following day was admitted to the Military Hospital at Parkhouse.  On October 15 was moved to the Brigade Hospital but two days later was sent to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for further treatment of a social disease for twenty-two days.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Absent without leave Parkhouse from 2400hrs 30/11/16 till 2400hrs




3/12/16



Award:

168hrs detention. 14 days confined to barracks by Capt. Leech


Total forfeiture:
14 days

The Reinforcements from Perham Downs camp proceeded to France from Folkstone on New Year’s Day 1917 on the transport S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

On 2 March, 1917 was admitted from the Base Depot to the 26 General Hospital at Etaples suffering bronchial catarrh and four days later transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.  
On March 9 was discharged to Base Details class “A” but was transferred to England on 8 April arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth at Verne Citadel camp.  Marched out on April 21 to the No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse.

Marched out for temporary duty with the Anzac Provost Corps at Tidworth on 5 May, 1917 being attached the following day.   Sapper continued Provost duty in London on 11 October, 1917.
On 13 May, 1918 was admitted to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital at Southall with Influenza and discharged to duty at the Aust Military Police, Warwick Square, Southall on May 21 resuming duty on 29 May.  On 15 June was attached to the Aust Provost Corps for temporary duty at the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall and detached on 1 August marching out to the A.P.M. Warwick Square.

Marched in from Headquarters, London from attached duty to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and attached to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 7 October, 1918.  He was there when Peace was declared.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Bulford AWL 0900hrs 16/11/18 to 2300hrs 17/11/18



Award:

Admonished by Officer Commanding 18/11/18


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay.



Offence:
1st A.D.H. extension, Bulford AWL 2359hrs 5/4/19 to 2359hrs 6/4/19



Award:

Admonished by Colonel J. Stuart


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

Was detached from attached duty on 9 April, 1919 marching out from Bulford to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to the No. 2 Group camp to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Collins embarked for Australia on 4 June, 1919 on board H.T. Mahia.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 14 July that he was returning home.    
His name was among those listed as returning published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 July, 1919 with their arrival reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 31 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He returned to Lara, Geelong North to work as a labourer.

A letter to Base Records from him at care of H.T. Parker, No. 1 Knotts Mill, Ferguson Siding, via Colac dated 3 February, 1920 saying: 
“I arrived in Melbourne from Active Service on July 17th last year after three and a half years and found since that quite a lot of residents of the district I belong to have been under the impression during my absence that he was a deserter in the A.I.F., a report that is absolutely without foundation as I think during my service in Australia and Abroad I was not AWL for more than five days and have only one crime against me viz: three days AWL for which he was fined £2.10.  As naturally I wish to prove that that charge of desertion is false.  Could you send me a copy of my conduct during my service with the A.I.F.”

Base Records replied with the following dated 9 February, 1920:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that, with the exception of one or two minor military offences, there is nothing on the records of No. 5252 Sapper Hanry Joseph Collins, 3rd Tunnelling Company, to show that, whilst a member of the Australian Imperial Force, his conduct and character were other than good, nor is there anything to show that he deserted His Majesty’s Forces at any time.  

The British War Medal (50750) and the Victory Medal (49746) were issued to wear to Sapper 5252 Henry Joseph Collins, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He receipted delivery of the War Medal on 16 June, 1921 from registered post.
His marriage took place in 1921 at Beech Forest, Vic to Rosanna O’Dowd and remained at Laver’s Hill to 1927.

On 17 April, 1929 he wrote to Base Records from 7 Staff Street, Footscray making an application for a re-issue of a Returned Soldiers Badge having lost the original issue.  He authorised a Bearer to collect this badge and pay the one shilling fee and had his original Discharge Certificate should they wish to see it.  He also had prepared a Statutory Declaration signed by a Justice of the Peace for Records office.  He was issued with a Duplicate Returned Serviceman’s Badge C1447 and receipts over the counter at Base Records.
An insolvency petition was filed in 1930 while at 7 Arran Street, Footscray with the following reported in the:

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 21 May, 1930.

In 1937 he was residing at 64 Eleanor Street, Footscray working as a labourer.

He applied for a duplicate discharge certificate on 17 April, 1940 while living at 529 Sydney Road, Coburg completing a Statutory Declaration in which he declared I had reason to got to Melbourne on Saturday March 30 to transact business in which it was necessary to present my Discharge but during the whole of the time it was not in my possession or in anyone else’s hands.  The only reason I can suggest is that I must have pulled it out of my pocket with other papers and dropped it but never missed it until when I arrived home.  Base Records prepared him a Statement of Service on 22 April, 1940.
Base Records advised him on 28 May, 1940 that his original Discharge Certificate issued in his favour had since been returned to their office and same may be obtained at their office on returning the Statement of Service forwarded thereof on 22 April last.  He receipted delivery of his original Discharge Certificate on 3 June, 1940.
In 1942 he was at 247 Barkley Street and a munitions worker listed in electoral rolls up to 1949.  By 1954 he was a caretaker living at 15 Eleanor Street, Footscray where he remained.
Henry (Harry) Joseph Collins passed away on 25 September, 1967 aged 82 years at Kew, Melbourne.  Interment took place in the Robinsons Lawn (B) portion of Altona Memorial Park with in Row SS in grave no. 29 on September 29, 1967.  There is no headstone.
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Daily Post (Hobart) Wednesday February 9, 1916:


CLAREMONT RECRUITS


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont camp on Monday—Privates H.J. Collins		


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Tuesday July 29, 1919:


RETURNING HOME – TASMANIAN SOLDIERS – H.T. MAHIA


Sapper H.J. Collins, 3rd Tunn. Co.							Article abridged	





The Herald Thursday July 17. 1919:


MAHIA TROOPS LAND


Crowds lined the streets this afternoon and gave the troops from the Mahia a warm welcome.  The reception was the warmest which has been seen for several months, due to apparently the fact that the contingent was a very large one, numbering more than 600 and the people were in a holiday mood owing to the approach of Peace Day.


The Victorian troops were taken to the depot and dealt with and the Tasmanians went to the Domain camp pending arrangements for their transport.  The South Australians went on by special train, and the soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland remained on board, and will complete their voyage by sea.





Herald (Melbourne) Tuesday February 11, 1930:


LABOURERS FILE BANKRUPTY PETITIONS


Henry Joseph Collins, of Arran Street, Footscray, laborer, also filed his petition.  His deficiency is £33/11/2.





Age (Melbourne) Wednesday February 12, 1930:


INSOLVENCIES


Henry Joseph Collins, at Arran-street, Footscray, formerly carrying on business at Wyelangta as a building house proprietor.  Cause of Insolvency; Loss of custom owning to closing down of timber mills and unemployment.  Liabilities £104/16/3, assets, £52/5/3, deficiency £52/11/2.








