SAPPER JOHN PATRICK COE
7653 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Born on 16 October 1888 at 2nd Lock, Grand Canal, Dublin, Ireland, John was the son of Zachariah and Mary Anne (nee Bible) Coe.
He married Florence May Christie in September 1913 at Boyle, Roscommon, Ireland.  Born about 1895, Florence was the daughter of Peter Joseph (1855-1902) and Sarah (nee Lewis 1861-1934) Christie.
On 4 October that same year the newly-weds embarked at Liverpool as 3rd Class passengers on board Zealandia bound for Fremantle, Western Australia, a voyage of 56 days.  John is recorded as a 24-year-old farmhand and Florence as a 19-year-old housewife.  

John found work with the West Australian Government Railways & Transport and by December 1913 he was a casual Porter at Perth earning 9 shillings per day.  His WAGR&T record shows him as a Porter at Claremont from 16 February 1914.  On 26 February he is recorded as a Temporary Clerk with a subsequent rise in wage to 10 shillings per day.  He passed a medical examination on 4 March 1914 and on 1 July that year he is permanently appointed as a Clerk at a salary of £160 per annum.
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At Perth on 21 December 1916 he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, recording that he was a clerk by occupation and naming as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Florence Coe of 7 Orange Avenue, North Perth, with whom his Will was lodged.

He stated previous military service of 3 years with Black Rock Training Corps, Dublin and that he had been rejected for military service due to tumours on his back for which he had undergone an operation.

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 28 years and 2 months of age, stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 140 pounds.  He had a fresh complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination marks and scars on his shoulder and back.
Found to be fit for active service he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ the same day

On 15 January 1917 WAGR&T granted him leave without salary to serve with the A.I.E.F. (Australian Imperial Expeditionary Force).  He received holiday pay for the period 15 January to 16 February and also pro-rata long service leave due to 14 January 1917. 
Military Training began at ‘D’ Depot on 15 January 1917 until 8 February when he was transferred to ‘X’ Depot.  He was transferred to the Tunnellers on 13 February with the rank of Sapper.  On 3 March he was promoted to Corporal.  He was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at the Seymour, Victoria camp, on 10 April 1917.

On 6 August he was appointed ‘Voyage Only Corporal’ and embarked at Sydney on Anchises with the April Reinforcements, Tunnelling Companies.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  
Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at No.1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

He reverted to Sapper rank on 3 October and appointed EDP (extra duty pay) Corporal the same day.  He reverted to Corporal and proceeded overseas to France on 14 November and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD), Rouelles on 15 November 1917.  He was transferred to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot on 20 November 1917 and was again appointed EDP (extra duty pay) Corporal.
On 16 January 1918 he marched out to join the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) and was taken on strength, again reverting to Sapper rank.
On 27 March he was charged with failing to report at 8.30am for fatigue duty and being warned.  He was awarded 2-days forfeiture of pay.
About this time he was due Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

John Patrick Coe was wounded in action on 8 April 1918.

He was admitted to the1/2 North Midlands Field Ambulance and then transferred to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) the same day.  The next day he was transferred by Ambulance Train 42 to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital, Outreau, where he was admitted on 10 April.  On 13 April he was transferred to 25 General Hospital.  He was discharged to 10 Convalescent Depot, Ecault, on 21 April and then to the 1st Australian Convalescent Depot at Havre on 28 April 1918.  
On 26 April 1918 Florence was advised he had been wounded.  His name was listed in those reported wounded in the Western Argus of 14 May 1918.

He was discharged to the AGBD, Rouelles, on 17 May 1918 and marched out to his unit on 27 May, re-joining them in the Field 2 days later.


On 2 November 1918 he proceeded on leave, re-joining his Unit on 25 November.  Leave from France was granted from 8 April to 22 April 1919.

He was transferred to England for demobilisation and marched in to No.4 Group, Hurdcott, on 11 May.

On 26 June he was charged with being absent without leave from 2400 hours 21 May until 1500 hours 25 June.  The charge was dismissed.  On 8 July he was again written up for disciplinary action for being absent without leave from 30 May until he returned on 1 July.  No further action was recorded.
John Patrick Coe embarked on City of Exeter 12 July for return to Australia, disembarking at Fremantle on 7 August 1919.  On 2 August Florence was advised of his returning.


Discharged from the A.I.F. in Fremantle on 16 September 1919, entitled to wear the British War Service Medal and the Victory Medal.

John Patrick Coe had been a member of 3ATC from January 1918 until his return to Australia in August 1918.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up to the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of 19 July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and was engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

He returned to work as a Clerk with the WAGR&T, his salary now £222 per annum. 

A son, Terrance Patrick Coe, was born in Perth, WA, in December 1926.
The Electoral Roll of 1925/1928 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 174 Seventh Avenue, Perth, with Florence performing home duties.
The Electoral Roll of 1936 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 20 Burgoyne Street, Northam, with Florence performing home duties.

The Electoral Roll of 1937 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 225 Duke Street, Northam, with Florence performing home duties.
In 1938 he took part in the Corolin Cup at the Northam Golf Club at which he won the “B” grade completion.


Similar events in support of the Trench Fund continued at other 1941 events at the Northam Golf Club.

The Electoral Roll of 1943 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 8 Prince Street, Cottesloe, with Florence performing home duties.  
Robert Alexander Coe, railway employee, and his wife Winifred Margaret Coe, home duties are also living at 8 Prince Street, although a familial connection has not been found at the time of writing.


The Electoral Roll of 1949 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 8 Prince Street, Cottesloe, with Florence performing home duties. 
Base Records provided his service and medical records to The Repatriation Commission, Perth, in October 1953.

In 1958 the Electoral Roll records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 8 Prince Street, Cottesloe, with Florence performing home duties and son Terence Patrick Coe, railway employee living with them.
Florence Mary Coe died on 26 June 1958 in Perth and was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery at Plot Roman Catholic-Oa-0080.
In May 1962 Central Army Records provided the State Secretary R.S.S.&A.I.L.A., Perth information regarding Johns’ enlistment; discharge; places served campaign medals; eligibility for the Returned from Active Service Badge and that he had been honourably discharged.

The Electoral Roll of 1963/1968/1972 records John Patrick Coe, clerk, living at 8 Prince Street, Cottesloe, with Terence Patrick Coe, railway employee living with him.
John Patrick Coe died on 27 February 1973 aged 84 years.  He was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery with his wife.
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The Daily News, WA – Friday 24 November 1916:


Mainly About People


“Franziska.”


Mr. J. P. Coe, of the Railways Department is at present in “Waverley” Private Hospital undergoing a slight operation.


Article abridged





3ATC End of War Report:





On 8.4.18, the following were shelled gassed at Vermelles:-


		4996  Spr  Harris, J.			7653  Spr  Coe, J.P.


		  924    “    Bougher, J.			5829    “    Sheehan, C.


		7663    “    Fletcher, W.G.		2389    “    Lewis, T.H.


		2358    “    Papchuck, W.G. 		4373    “    Jones, W.R.


		2474    “    Carnes, G.S.





3ATC End of War Report:


On 12/10/18, a Musketry and Bayonet Fighting competition between Tunnelling Coys. in the 5th Army took place at the 5th Army Mine School at Linghem.


	Two teams were chosen from the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. to compete on that day, and on the 1st of the month (October) the teams were taken in hand by Lieut J.B. Shaw MC who supervised the musketry practice and the training in bayonet fighting exercises carried out by Sgt L.M. Forsyth.


	On the day of the contest our teams acquitted themselves well.


	There were four events and our teams won two first, one second and one fourth position, and also gained first prize in the aggregate.


1st Prize in Bullet and Bayonet open Contest						Bronze Medallion


1st Prize in Grouping 100 yds. Disappearing Target 200 yds. and Rapid 200 yds.	Silver Medal	


1st Prize Aggregate Score throughout,						Silver Cup


	Contd





continues	


A great deal of the credit for the success of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy’s teams in these competitions was due to Sgt Forsyth for the energetic interest he took in training the men in Bayonet exercises.


	The C.O., Major Sanderson, with 5 officers and Sgt Forsyth accompanied the teams to Linghem, which consisted of:-


Lieut R. De Passey


		“A” Team						“B” Team


	1191	Cpl	 Taylor, J			4274	Sgt	Bickford, W


	4481	Spr	Suiter, R.J.			8004	L/Cpl	Noble, N.M.


	6631	Spr	Jones, W.E.A.			7653	Spr	Coe, J.P.


	5784	Spr	Millane, J.A.			6071	Spr	Wentworth, D.W.


	6762	Spr	Brewer, J.R.			1247	Spr	Ashford, S.F.


	7307	Spr	Emmett, H			5993	Spr	Griffin, W.H.


	2478	Spr	Hubbard, E.L.			5844	Spr	Tainsh, H	


	The bronze medallion was awarded to Lieut De Passey and “A” Team and the Silver medal to Lieut De Passey and “B” Team.


	The Cup will probably find a resting place in the Australian War Museum.


	All prizes were suitably inscribed.








The West Australian – Monday 18 August 1919:


COMING HOME.


BUSY DAYS IN FREMANTLE.


On Saturday and Sunday the streets of Fremantle were thronged with khaki-clad men back from the battle fronts.  No fewer than six transports - Dunvegan Castle, City of Exeter, Dunluce Castle, Morvada, Dongola and Allinga - showed up at Fremantle between 7 o'clock on Friday morning and dusk last night.  Shore leave was granted to the Eastern States men and an ever-flowing khaki stream crossed the footbridge over the railway.  Down at the embarkation shed very large crowds each day were gathered, from almost day light, awaiting the loved one to emerge from the shed.  Inside the building was a busy sight.  The indefatigable ladies of the Soldiers' Welcome Committee must indeed have heaved a sigh of relief when the last man passed through.  They have had a tiring week-end, and their labour of love in making each Western Australian feel he was indeed welcome back, and giving him a solid example of the welcome in the shape of refreshments, etc., necessitated prolonged work.


Once across the footbridge, and the hut with the familiar Red Triangle greeted the returned men.  They know what it


stood for, and availed themselves to the full of all it had to offer.  From early morn until late at night the hut's capacity was taxed to the utmost.  The members of the Fremantle Y.M.C.A. ladies' auxiliary worked until they nearly dropped at the posts seeing the men had refreshments, writing letters for them, talking to those needing information, and doing a thousand and one other things necessary for the soldiers' comfort and convenience.  The president (Mr. S. H. Lamb), together with the secretary (Mr. W. J. Burton), and other helpers had, as they expressed it "the time of their lives."  Telegrams had to be left for sending on the morrow and what a sheaf there was!  Letters were handed in until it seemed as if the whole postal staff must devote to-day to handling that mail alone.  Luckily supplies held out, though the demand for everything was prodigious.


In the early days of the war, when transports left in convoys for common safety, it was not an unusual sight to see many large troopships in the harbour.  In fact, about two years ago, 14 transports, with attendant, guardin- man-o'-war boats, were in the basin at one time.  Since peace has been signed, however, the number calling at the Port this weekend constitutes a record.





The West Australian – Tuesday 19 August 1919:


COMING HOME.


FROM THE BATTLEFRONTS.


The following members of the A.I.F. are


7653 Spr. Coe, J. P.									


Article abridged





The West Australian - Wednesday 1 December 1920:


BIRTHS.


COE. — On November 28, at Nurse Stockley's Private Hospital, to Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Coe, 87 Carr-street, West Perth—a daughter.  [Kathleen Mary - born 28 November]





The West Australian – Monday 23 March 1936:


EXHIBITION AT NORTHAM.


Bonner's Defeat of Watley.


At Northam yesterday, an exhibition of tennis was given by the West Australian Linton Cup team aided by members of the local club.  Excellent play was watched by a large crowd, and was greatly appreciated.  The visitors were warmly welcomed by the Northam Association, and it is said that they will possibly return to play in the Easter tournament.





Opposed by J. P. Coe (Northam), J. Vincent struck out from the start, but found himself frequently led into error at critical points by the steadiness of his opponent.  He made a determined effort after being down 2-5 in the second set, only to lose the set at 8-6.





Scores: — 


J. Vincent lost to J. P. Coe (Northam). 1-6, 6-8. 


Article abridged





The Northam Advertiser, WA – Saturday 18 May 1940:


GOLF


NORTHAM LINKS


The links of the Northam Golf Club will be available for general play as from today, the secretary (Mr. J. P. Coe) said yesterday, but no organized competitions will be held over the week-end.  The official opening has been fixed for Saturday, June 1.  Tomorrow morning a working bee will be held and all members are requested to attend with a rake.





The Northam Advertiser, WA – Wednesday 29 May 1940:


PUBLIC


NOTICE


NORTHAM GOLF CLUB


OPENING FOR SEASON


The Northam Golf Club's links will be officially opened for the 1940 season at 2.30 p.m. on SATURDAY, JUNE 1. The ceremony will be performed by the Mayor (Mr. H. C. S. Colebatch).  The public is invited to attend.  Afternoon Tea — 6d.  Proceeds in aid of Trench Comforts Fund. 


J. P. COE,


Hon. Secretary.





The Northam Advertiser, WA – Wednesday 10 September 1941:


PERSONAL


Mr. J. P. Coe, of the transport branch of the Railway Department at Northam, has been transferred to the Chief Traffic Manager's Office, Perth, as senior transport officer, Perth.





The West Australian – Wednesday 30 March 1949:


RAIL SMASH


INQUIRY


Chidlow Signalman Examined





Frank Johnsen, a signalman at Chidlow for 21 years, was cross-examined when the in quiry was resumed on Monday into the railway smash between the Albany express and a goods train near Beechina siding on March 21.


The inquiry board consists of Messrs. S. J. Hood. chief civil engineer (chairman), F. Mills (chief mechanical engineer), J. Ridley (deputy-chief traffic manager) and S. Campbell (representing the public).  The union representatives are Messrs. A. Davies (Loco Drivers' Union), F. Bone (Railway Officers' Union) and H. Hyde (West Australian Society of Railway employees).


Johnsen denied that when the accident was imminent he said to John Patrick Coe, the transport officer: “It is my fault. I forgot all about the goods train being in the section, but the guard will protect it”.  He merely told Coe that the first section of the halved goods train had arrived at Chidlow.  Johnsen admitted to the chairman that it was strange that he had made no mention of the Albany express being in the section.  He may have told the control operator that it would be all right for the Albany express to proceed, but he could not remember.


Contd.





continues


Mr. Ridley: “Would it help your memory if I told you that when I went into Coe's office about the time of the accident he told me that he had been pacing up and down his office waiting for the smash to occur?”


Evidence was also heard from several other witnesses, including John Cuthbert Curtis, electrical signal engineer, who said that any failure in an automatic signal caused it to assume the “stop” position.


The inquiry ended on Monday and the board will return its finding to the Commissioner of Railways, who will make it public within the next few days.
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