SAPPER JOHN CLARKE
5294 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Washington, U.S.A. was stated to be the birthplace of John Clarke in 1885.  He came to Brisbane, Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 1 February, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing (139lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-92cms (34½-36½ins) and had a medium complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on right shoulder blade.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  His next-of-kin were given as none.  He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance the same day as an American citizen.
Basic training commenced on 8 February, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until 22 March when allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and a day later sent to join other recruits at Rosebery Park, Sydney for further training.  

Later recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company joined them after embarking from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training before they departed for Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on the transport Warilda.   Sapper Clarke did not embark and was later transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Vic. on 5 July, 1916 joining the September, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5294.
On September 30, 1916 Sapper Clarke was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and the soldiers marched into the Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on New Year’s Day, 1917 on board S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot.  Was attached on January 12 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He went sick on 23 January, 1917 to the Company Rest Station suffering piles and scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and sent to the 1st Scabies Hospital until discharged to duty on January 23.  On 15 February went to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance with piles.  The next day sent to the 1 /1 South Midland Casualty Clearing Station before transported on Ambulance Train no.15 to Rouen entering the 6th General Hospital with Haemorrhoids the following day.  Progressed on 4 March to the 2nd Convalescent Depot but returned to the 6th General Hospital in Etaples with inflammation of connective tissue feet.  Transferred on 7 March, 1917 to the 25th Stationary Hospital in Rouen with mumps remaining there until 12 April, 1917 and sent to the Aust General Base Depot classed “A” and attached for duty with the 1st Aust Tunnelling Company.
The Company was situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59) mining systems and on the day of his arrival the Unit Diary reported that :

“Trench H.Q. had been crumped in.”
Sapper was wounded in action on 16 October, 1917 suffering the effects of gas and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance then onto the 17th Casualty Clearing Station the next day.
There are no Unit Diaries for this period on movements of the company and the following extract is from Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company, in his unpublished story My War Story of the Great War which gives information for this period:
“On the 6th October, with 2 officers and 130 other ranks I started on the construction of the Forward Road from Westhoek Ridge to Zonnebeke.  We worked continuously on this road from 6th to 10th October inclusive, and from then on, every alternate day.  On the intermediate days we were engaged in bringing forward the necessary supplies of road material.  Our Road Head was approaching Anzac Ridge and the Artillery Supply Column had taken up ammunition to the Batteries located under the shelter of Anzac Ridge and were returning and we completed the Road to its junction with the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road on the 18th October.”
The next day was moved to the 54th General Hospital until October 23 when invalided to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth entering the 2nd Old Park Hospital, Canterbury until 15 November, 1917. Was discharged to furlough and to report to the Command Depot at Sutton Veny marching in as ordered on November, 30.
Base Records advised his friend on 22 November, 1917 of his admittance to the hospital in England.

His name was published in the Casualty List appearing in the:
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Discipline was issued for the following:


Crime:

Sutton Veny Absent without leave 6.30 p.m. 1/1/18 till 9.30 p.m.




2/1/18



Award:

Admonished by Lt. E.A. Hay



Forfeits:
2 day’s pay under RW

Marched out on 5 January, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill and proceeded to France from Southampton on 30 January, 1918 arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Returned to his unit on 3 February re-joining the day later.
Further action was taken for the following:



Crime:

When on active service AWL from 4 p.m. 25/3/18 to 27/3/18


Award:

7 days F.P. [field punishment] No. 2 by O.C. 1st Aust Tun. Coy. 16/4/18


Total forfeiture:
10 day’s pay

Went sick on 24 April, 1918 with scabies to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples.  While in hospital contracted trench fever and invalided to England on May 5 on the hospital ship Brighton being admitted to Herme Bay Military Hospital, Herme Bay suffering trench fever (severe).  
He was transferred on 15 May to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until discharged to furlough on May 29 and report to the No. 1 Command Depot on 12 June.  This changed and marched into the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
Base Records advised on 22 May, 1918 he had been admitted to hospital and again on 4 June that he was convalescent.
In the Casualty List his name was listed and published in the:
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On 8 July, 1918 left for the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.

In trouble again for the following:



Crime:

Sandhill AWL from 0001 hrs 19/7/18 until 21.30 hrs 19/7/18



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Major Devonshire 20/7/18


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay

Proceeded to France from Southampton to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles on July 26 and re-joined his unit on 1 August, 1918.
Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 7 September, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 14 November, 1918 was detached to the 9th Corps Reception Camp and re-joined his unit on 4 January, 1919. 

Leave from France was taken and granted from 11 February to 25 February, 1919 re-joining his unit on 28 February, 1919.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and marched out for England on April 10 arriving at the No. 1 Group camp in Deverill to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Clarke embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his friend on 26 June he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 July, 1919.  Their arrival was reported in the:


The troops were entrained for Sydney (2nd M.D.) and their welcome home was published in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney on 4 September, 1919 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (56255) and Victory Medal (51665) were issued to Sapper 5294 John Clarke, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He married in Sydney in 1921 to Emma Nevins.

On 16 September, 1924 he made it known to Base Records that his correct name was Joseph Lewis and his address was McDonald Street, Lakemba, Sydney.
Base Records forwarded on 6 September, 1955 a statement of his service to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission as per their request.

Joseph Lewis (aka John Clarke) passed away on 7 March, 1962 aged 77 years in Sydney.  A small portion of the announcement accessible appears in the:

Mrs Emma Lewis died on 14 August, 1985.

Interments took place in the Catholic Monumental portion of Woronora Cemetery within section 5 in position 1343.

His son Ronald Joseph Lewis wrote from 149 Greenpoint Road, Oyster Bay, NSW to Base Records on 26 April, 1963 endeavouring to obtain medals of his late father Joseph Lewis as he was the next-of-kin and would like these medals as his father never did apply for them.

Base Records sent by registered mail on 6 May, 1963 the medals earned by his father.
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Brisbane Courier Friday November 30, 1917:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 359 - WOUNDED


Spr. John Clarke, Seymour, V. (gas)							Article abridged





Telegraph Thursday June 13, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 408 – ILL


Spr. John Clarke, Seymour, V., ser (p.r.w.)						Article abridged





The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.








The Daily Mail Tuesday 15 July, 1919:


HOME AGAIN TROOPS BY THE AENEAS -WELCOME LAST NIGHT


Another batch of Returned Soldiers ex H.T. Aeneas looking in splendid condition returned to Brisbane last night and received the usual hearty welcome by their waiting relatives and friends and the general public.  The A.A.R. Band was also present at the station and rendered the usual acceptable programme of music.


The soldiers comprised of 13 officers, 183 men and one sister were conveyed from the station to Kangaroo Point Hospital by the Voluntary Transport Motor Corps.  Here hearty speeches of welcome were given.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday March 9, 1962:


FUNERALS


LEWIS—A Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of the late Joseph Lewis, of 1/581 Old South Head Road, Rose Bay. 





Joseph and Emma Lewis Grave in Woronora Cemetery, Sydney


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website








