SAPPER EDWARD WILLIAM CLARKE
955 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Edward William Clarke was born in Dovercourt, Essex, London, England on 24 September, 1876 the son of Jethro (died 1903) and Emily (nee Doe) Clarke and baptised in All Saints Church, Essex on 19 November, 1876.
The family emigrated to Tasmania leaving London on 30 October, 1879 on the Norfolk arriving Tasmania on 10 December, 1879.  Those on board were: Jethro (35) gardener, Emily (38) and children Clement (8), Alfred (5), Edward (3) and Florence (8mths).  
The family settled in the Mole Creek district and he married on 30 May, 1906 in the Methodist Church, Mole Creek to Mary How with news of the nuptials published in the:
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In 1913 they were at Liena and he was a farmer and storekeeper but sold his business in order to open a lime kiln at Mole Creek and on leaving the area the school committee required a new secretary which was announced in the:
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On 21 October, 1915 at Claremont Camp (6th Military District) the married thirty-nine-year-old manager of a lime crushing works applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  It was recorded that previous military experience was with the Light Horse or Remounts. Church of England was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Clarke of Mole Creek, Tas allotting three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their three children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken on October 23 at Claremont camp.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 

After basic training was allotted on 16 December, 1915 to the No. 3 Company of the Miners Corps then sent to join other volunteers from around the country to complete training as a Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 955.

He returned home on final home leave and attended a farewell social for the three soldiers leaving Australia which was reported in the:

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 18 December, 1916.  He was in No. 4 Section.
At intervals during March, 1917 parties of officers and men had been sent to Mine Schools for training in Mine Rescue work, to become familiar with Proto Apparatus, and to become proficient in “listening.”

His name was placed in the local roll of The Empire’s Call as published in the:


His service continued without injuries or illness and was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.  His whereabouts were questioned on April 18 and was counted in an audit of the company on 26 April, 1918 as still serving with his company. 

After Peace was declared was granted leave to England from 16 November and returned to duty on 8 December, 1918.  The Tunnellers remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 5 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Dept and left there on 21 February crossing to England and marching in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery in Heytesbury a day later.  They marched out on 19 March to 2nd Brigade Training Depot at Codford to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Clarke embarked from Devonport, England for Australia on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his wife on 7 May that he was on his way home.  His name was among those soldiers listed as returning and published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 with their arrival covered in the:

The Tasmanians returned on the next available transport to their State.
Military Discharge was issued on 14 August, 1919 in Hobart (6th M.D.) on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (3337) and the Victory Medal (3336) were issued to wear to Sapper 955 Edward William Clarke, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart advised Base Records of his return and gave the dates of his return to Australia and discharge.

The 6th Military District advised him on 30 May, 1921 that his War Medal had been sent by registered post to him and he receipted delivery at Mole Creek on 16 June, 1921.  The Victory Medal was also sent to him and he signed their receipt on 24 April, 1923.
He returned to Mole Creek where from 1922 to 1928 he listed as a shop assistant.

He was a member of the Returned Soldiers League and gave an address at the Anzac Day service reported in the:


Wood from his property was collected during a working bee and reported in the:


The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were duly forwarded on 4 November, 1936.

In 1936 and 1937 the couple were at Sassafras Farm, Mole Creek with the occupation of farmer and in 1943 he was a milkman at Scone and five years later was a Harland River, Evandale with the same occupation.  His stall at the Back to Evandale carnival was mentioned in the:

He was elected treasurer of the R.S.L. sub-branch at Evandale with the office bearers announced in the:


From 1954 to 1959 their home was a MacQueen Street, Evandale and a retired pensioner.  In 1958 their address was listed in Electoral Rolls as Mole Creek.

Mrs Mary Clarke died on 31 December, 1958 at 72 years of age.

Edward William Clarke passed away on 28 December, 1959 aged 82 years.  Interment took place in Mole Creek cemetery.
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North West Post (Formby) Tuesday June 5, 1906:


MOLE CREEK


A LOCAL WEDDING—A pretty wedding was celebrated in the Methodist Church on Wednesday.  The Rev. M. Bullas, performed the ceremony.  The contracting parties were Mary, eldest daughter of Mr J.B. Howe, of Mole Creek and Mr Edward William Clark, of Launceston.  The bride was attired in brown voile, trimmed with silk to match, with the usual veil.  The travelling dress was a navy blue, with hat to match.  The wedding breakfast was served at the bride’s parents, where about thirty sat down.  Subsequently they left for Burnie, where they are to spend their honeymoon.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday June 6, 1906:


MARRIAGES


CLARKE—HOW—On May 30, at the Methodist Church, Mole Creek, by the Rev. Bullas, Edward William, second son of Jethro Clarke, Launceston, to Mary, eldest daughter of J.R. How, Mole Creek.





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday September 25, 1913:


COUNTRY NEWS – LIENA


One of the earliest settlers in the Liena district (Mr E.W. Clarke) has disposed of his general store business, etc together with his farm at Liena, to Mr P. Hartnett. 





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday October 8, 1913:


LIENA


A meeting of the Liena school committee was held on Wednesday, all the members being present, for the purpose of appointing trustees, and also to fill the position of secretary, recently vacated by Mr E.C. Clark, who has left the district.										


Article abridged





Post (Hobart) Friday December 5, 1913:


MOLE CREEK


Mr E.W. Clarke is making good progress with his work at the lime kiln.  Some machinery is being put in position, and already orders are coming in freely.  Much attention is being paid in the new venture and people are anxious to give it a trial.





 





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday October 26, 1915:


RETURNS FOR THE WEEK


During last week 45 men entered the Claremont Camp, these figures were not however up to the previous week a total of which was 112.  The following are the names of the men (37) who have joined the Claremont camp since Monday last: 


E.W. Clarke										Article abridged





Spr E.W. Clarke


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





Daily Telegraph Saturday December 18, 1915:


MOLE CREEK


A farewell was tendered Messrs E.W. Clarke, John Richardson and Chas. Howe, who are shortly leaving Tasmania for the Front.  A basket social was arranged in the Methodist schoolroom by the ladies of the congregation and district, when many nice things were said of the departing soldiers, all wishing them God speed and a safe return.  Another member of the district is expected home on final leave, in the person of Peter D. Richardson.





Examiner (Hobart) Friday April 27, 1917:


THE EMPIRE’S CALL


E.W. Clarke 										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday May 22, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The attached list of troops are shortly returning from abroad per Marathon, Armagh, Sardinia and Trasos Montes:


Spr. E.W. Clarke, 3rd Tunn. C. Mole Creek						Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Monday June 9, 1919:


OVER 1000 TROOPS RETURN – FIVE TRANSPORT DURING WEEK-END


Yesterday was a record day for the military authorities at the Sturt-street depot.  Over 1000 troops were disembarked during the day from no fewer transports.


The majority had been dealt with by the time the Sardinia berthed about 2.15 p.m., also at the new pier.  There was no shortages of motor vehicles and the whole of the 365 Victorians and 60 Tasmanians who landed were transported speedily to the depot.


Tasmanian troops were, as usual, accommodated in the Domain camp.			Article abridged 





Examiner Wednesday April 30, 1930:


MOLE CREEK


On Friday Anzac celebrations were held at the Soldiers’ Memorial, Mile Creek.  Special hymns were sung by the congregation, and addresses given by rev. R. Trebilco, Mr E.W. Clarke, and Cr Scott.








Examiner (Launceston) Thursday May 18, 1933:


MOLE CREEK


The annual working bee held for the purpose of sending wood to the City Mission of Launceston was held at Mole Creek at Tuesday.  A fine muster of sturdy axemen commenced operations on Mr E.W. Clarke’s property shortly after 8 a.m. and before an hour had passed lorries heavily laden with wood were busy carting to the railway station.  Seven laden railway trucks were the result of the day’s operations.  Bulluck teams were used to haul the logs from the bush to an accessible situation for the lorries.  Several ladies dispensed refreshments to the workers during the morning, and Mrs Cooke supplied coffee and pasties in the afternoon.  The City Missioner (Mr W. Weir), who was present expressed himself as highly pleased with the effort.  This is the twenty-third occasion on which this effort has been held.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday May 20, 1946:


BACK TO EVANDALE


A RECORD CROWD attended A “Back to Evandale” carnival at the Evandale showground on Saturday.  The carnival sponsored by the Agricultural Society, will help provide funds for a war memorial in the form of a community centre and hall.


STALLHOLDERS


E.W. Clarke, chocolate wheel								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday January 19, 1949:


R.S.L. OFFICER AT EVANDALE


EVANDALE R.S.L. sub-branch finished last year with the record membership of 72 members and a credit balance of £81/12/9.


Officers elected—Patron Col. S. Hawley: president Mr V.S. Thomas, vice presidents Messrs J.H. Sansom, S. Hertel, L.C. Dean; secretary, Mr K. Chamberlain; treasurer Mr E.W. Clarke		             Article abridged





Grave in Mole Creek Cemetery, Tasmania


Photo supplied by Oz Burials and used with permission








