SAPPER CHARLES HENRY CLARKE
3635A – Tunnelling Details
Charles Henry Clarke stated he was born in 1862 in Southampton, Hampshire, England.  There is a christening record of a Charles Clarke baptised in Christ Church, Southampton on 14 August, 1862 the son of George and Elizabeth Clarke that could be him.  He stated his previous military service was thirteen months.  He came to Tasmania, Australia and married on 20 March, 1901 in the Holy Trinity Church, Hobart to Rosaline Gray.  In 1914 their residence was 400 Macquarie Street, Hobart.

At the recruiting barracks at Ross (6th Military District) on the 11 October, 1915 the married driver applied to enlist for active service abroad giving his age as forty years after deleting many birthdays and passed the medical examination subject to dental treatment.  Described in Attestation forms as 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (131lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-93cms (34-35½ins) and a medium complexion with his grey eyes testing to very poor vision and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on outer left thigh, and tattoos of letters C C, clasped hand on right front of forearm, dancing sailor back right and forearm and female figure with umbrella on left arm.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Rose Gray Clarke of 400 Macquarie Street, Hobart and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment on 28 October, 1915.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training continued with the Mining Corps until 16 December, 1915 when they left to join other volunteers from across the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 954 in No. 3 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  Sapper Clarke was disembarked sick from the troopship and returned to camp at Blackboy Hill.
Sapper Clarke returned from Fremantle, W.A. on 24 April, 1916 on the transport Ascanius to Sydney, (2nd Military District) then to the 6th Military District Tasmania for discharge.  However, he returned to duty on 2 June, 1916 being sent to the Miners Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) and allotted to the 4th Reinforcements.  
New Attestation forms were completed on 10 August, 1916 with personal particulars taken of the now forty-two-year-old married miner standing 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 71kgs (157lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and a dark complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  Religion and distinctive marks remained the same.  Next-of-kin nominated was again his wife Roseline Clarke of 400 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tas.  He took the Oath of Allegiance on August 11.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3635. 
The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St. Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.  The following day his service number was changed to 3635A by Headquarters, London.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  
Sapper went sick on 10 November to the 26th General Hospital suffering rheumatism and two days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Antwerpen from Calais and admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital with rheumatism.  
On 4 January, 1917 was discharged to furlough and report to Perham Downs camp on January 19 where he was reclassified with C3 debility on January 25 then sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Sapper Clarke embarked for discharge in Australian due to overage on 17 March, 1917 from Plymouth, England on board H.T. Beltana.  Base Records advised his wife on 1 May, 1917 that he was returning home.
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His name was among those soldiers returning as published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 May, 1917.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 27 June, 1919.

The couple were still listed at 400 Macquarie Street, Hobart in 1919 and 1922 in Electoral Rolls.

On 3 February, 1920 he applied for a lease under the Returned Soldier Settlers’ Scheme of 150 acres valued at £650 in the parish of Cook at Tolosa Road, Glenorchy.   He submitted three references which gave a good character and perfectly sober habits and he stated he had 20 years’ experience with dairying and was married with two dependent children.
His wife Rosaline died on 21 December, 1928 in the General Hospital, Hobart aged 60 years.  Announcements were published in the:
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He remarried on 19 August, 1929 at the Register Office, Hobart to Ina Pearl Victoria Reeves.
In 1934 he went missing from home at 7 Tasman Avenue, Hobart and reported in the:


Records state the 73-year-old military pensioner was admitted on 27 March, 1935 to the Charitable Infirmary at New Town suffering debility.  
Wife was Mrs Ina Clarke of 254 Murray Street, Sandy Bay, Hobart and Church of England was his religion.  He was born in England and a labourer.

Charles Henry Clarke passed away on 6 August, 1935 aged 72 years in Hobart.  Arrangements were announced in the:

Interment took place in Cornelian Bay Cemetery within section UU in grave no. 267 with his first wife Rosaline Clarke.


His name is commemorated on the Hobart Roll of Honour held at the Town Hall, Hobart.
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Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: C.H. Clarke, 								Article abridged 





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday May 10, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TASMANIANS EN ROUTE


The attached list of sick and wounded Tasmanian soldiers are shortly returning from abroad:


3635 Spr. C.H. Clarke, 1st Mining Corps.						


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Monday May 14, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS REACH HOBART


Tasmanian returned wounded soldiers to the number of 31 have reached Melbourne and of these 21 crossed to Launceston by the Rotomahana, of whom 12 came on to Hobart by the Sunday night express, arriving about 10.45.  They were met at the railway station by the Mayor (Alderman R.D. Lords), and conveyed to the hostel in Collins-street, in motor-cars lent by Messrs Webster, [word blurred] Ltd, and the Tasmanian Motor Service Ltd.  Here they were welcomed by the Mayor, Rev. Donald Baker (representing Senior-Chaplain Archdeacon Whitington) Major Parke, (Red Cross) and Lieut. Blakie (representing Colonel Clark, Military Commandant.  The names and addresses of the returned soldiers, who are all convalescent, are:


Sapper C.H. Clarke, 3rd Co., Miners 400 Macquarie-street, Hobart.			Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday December 22, 1928:


DEATHS


CLARKE—On 21st December, 1928, at the Hobart General Hospital, Rosaline, the dearly beloved wife of Charles H. Clarke, of 19 James Street, Battery Point, aged 60 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


CLARKE—Funeral of the lats Mrs Charles H. Clarke will move from her residence, 19 James Street, Battery Point, on Monday Morning (the 24th inst.) at 10 o’clock, for Cornelian Bay Cemetery.


CLARK BROS


Funeral Directors





Charles Henry Clarke with his two children Marjorie and Charles Clarke in 1933.


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees submitted by Linda Clarke
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Mercury (Hobart) Thursday August 9, 1934:


GENERAL NEWS ITEMS


MISSING FROM HOME


The police at Hobart late of Tuesday night, received information from Mrs Ina Clarke, that her husband, Charles Henry Clarke, had left his home at 7 Tasman Avenue, and had not returned.  Mr Clarke is aged 72 years, is clean shaven, and was wearing a blue overcoat when he left.  Nothing further had been heard of the whereabouts of Mr Clarke at a late hour last night.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday August 7, 1935:


DEATHS


CLARKE—On August 6, 1935, at Hobart, Charles Henry, beloved husband of Ina Clarke, late of 262 Murray Street, aged 72 years.  Late sapper, 1st Mining Corps, A.I.F.


FUNERAL NOTICES


CLARKE—Funeral of the late Mr Charles H. Clarke, (late sapper, 1st Mining Corps, A.I.F.) will arrive at Cornelian Bay Cemetery on Thursday Morning (Tomorrow) at 10.15.


CLARK BROS


Funeral Directors





Their grave in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart, Tas.


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Margaret M.





Hobart Roll of Honour, Tasmania


Photo sourced from Memorials Australia contributed by Evan Evans.








