SAPPER HENRY MARCHMONT STANLEY CECIL
7459 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Bendigo, Victoria was the birthplace of Henry (Harry) Marchmont Stanley Cecil in 1892 the son of Henry Parker and Clementine Alexandria (nee Carrington) Cecil.  The family moved to South Mount Cameron, south-east coast, Tasmania.
At Derby on 24 November, 1914 the twenty-two-year-old miner applied to enlist for service abroad giving his birthplace as South Mount Cameron, Tas.  Personal particulars taken show he was 183cms (6ft) tall, weighing 77kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-103cms (35-40½ins) and a healthy complexion with yellowish eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  Anglican church was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated were his parents Henry Parker and Mrs Clementine Cecil of South Mount Cameron, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Branxholm on November 24.

There are no further details of his service but appears he was discharged with one record having the word “unfit” written in the corner page and another page states “reason unobtainable.”

He returned to South Mount Cameron. 

At the recruiting depot at Scottsdale on 19 February, 1917 the single twenty-four-year-old miner re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination stating he never had fits, insanity or consumption (TB) and showed good physical development and a normal pulse.  Attestation forms describe him as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 78kgs (172lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39½ins) and a fair complexion with his grey eyes testing to good vision and fair hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars received in infancy.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Henry Parker Cecil of South Mount Cameron, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken at Scottsdale the same day.  A further fitness examination took place on 22 February, 1917.
Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion (6th Military District) from 22 February, 1917 at Claremont camp.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  
The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Miss M. Crisp of 22 Erin Street, West Richmond wrote to Base Records on 9 October, 1917 that she had been given the address by this soldier and wished to know if this was the best address for forwarding parcels, letters etc. to him.

Base Records replied on October 16 and stated that the address she quoted was in accordance with the records held there.

Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Parkhouse AWL from 2400hrs 30/10/17 till 1650hrs 31/10/17



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Lt. Williamson 1/11/17


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 23 November, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.

Sapper marched out from the 1st Aust Corps Depot on November 25 and attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 29 November.  The company was situated at Dranoutre, Belgium and were working at Leinster Farm, Westhoek and Half-Way House.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

His name was published in recognition of service in the:


Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 27 April, 1918.

He went sick on 25 May, 1918 to the 2 /2 London Field Ambulance for dental treatment moving to the 57th Casualty Clearing Station and four days later transferred to the 12th Stationary Hospital (loss of teeth).  Was discharged to duty on 29 June and re-joined his unit on July 4.

On 22 July went sick to the 13th Aust Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and transferred to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station until 31 July then from the Reinforcements Camp a day later to re-join his unit.  On 6 August suffered diarrhoea and sent to the 5th Casualty Clearing Station entering the 5th General Hospital at Rouen on August 7.  Was transferred to the 2nd Convalescent Depot on 28 August and discharged to Base Depot “A” on 9 September.  Marched out to his unit re-joining on September 24.
Leave was granted and taken from 8 November and while on leave Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Returned to his unit and went sick on 8 December to the 14th Aust Field Ambulance with myalgia (muscular pain) progressing to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station then two days later admitted to the 6th General Hospital in Rouen with myalgia.  Entered the 2nd Convalescent Depot on 11 December and on to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot remaining until 3 January, 1919 then discharged to Base “A”.  Sapper was still there on 5 April, 1919.
Orders were received on 11 March, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot 1 at Havre and they left there for England on 16 May arriving at the No.2 Group camp at Sutton Veny.  Marched out to the No.1 Group camp at Longbridge, Deverill on 27 May to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Cecil embarked for Australia on 9 July, 1919 on board H.T. Prinz Ludwig.  Base Records advised his parents on 29 July that he was returning home.

His name was among those listed as returning in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 September, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board with his Statement of Case as:


1918 Hospital diarrhoea



Wounds nil



Descriptive mark – mole right arm



Present condition: Form 536 no disability.  Fit



Confirmed Hobart 22/9/19

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 10 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical documents to Base Records on 18 November, 1919 plus dates of his return and discharge.

He married on 30 December, 1919 at Launceston to Gladys Auriel (Muriel) Miller and were listed at South Mount Cameron from then on.


Harry Cecil (34) engineer, after staying at 8 Arthur Street, London embarked from England on 22 December, 1926 on board the African Steamship Company’s vessel Adda under Master of the ship, Captain J.T. Toft destined for Iddo, Nigeria.   Also travelling was G.S. Hepburn (43) engineer.
He had accepted a position with the Tasmanian Niger Mining Company as an assistant to the mine manager with news of his appointment appearing in the:

Further news of his appointment was published in the:


Returned to the Lyell Comstock mine, Tasmania where in 1933 a mining accident occurred with news of his injuries reported in the:

Another accident occurred and was reported to next day.


Another visit to Nigeria took place leaving the Regents Palace Hotel, London and sailing on the Elder Dempster Line’s Accra under Captain P. Sola on 22 January, 1936.  The forty-three-year-old mining engineer was listed to disembark at Lacos, Nigeria, West Coast of Africa.
He again stayed at the Regents Palace Hotel, London W.1. before departing from Liverpool, England on 31 August, 1938 on the Elder Dempster Line’s M.V. Apapa under Captain J.J. Smith.  Passenger list states he was 45 and occupation was mining.  Fellow passenger was Mr R.S. Acton (46) also giving mining as his occupation.
Henry (Harry) Marchmont Stanley Cecil passed away in the Kaduna (Kadina) hospital, Nigeria on 9 April 1939 from pneumonia aged 47 years.  News was sent by cable and announced in the:


Burial would have taken place in a local cemetery in Kaduna.

Footnote:

Kaduna is the capital city of Kaduna State located in north-western Nigeria on the Kaduna River.  The word Kaduna is a corruption of the Hausa word for crocodile (Kaddanni) in the pleural form it is Kaduna.  It was founded by British colonists in 1900. 
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North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday February 27, 1917:


ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The following volunteers (23) entered Claremont camp on Saturday:


H.M.S. Cecil, miner, Ringarooma			Article abridged





Spr H.M.S. Cecil


Photo sourced from Ancestry submitted by A. Wolfe 28/4/2014





On 17 April, 1917 was allotted to the Miners Reinforcements and sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) until 20 May joining the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his sister Miss Hazel Gladys Cecil, South Mt Cameron, North East Coast, Tasmania.  His rank was Sapper with regimental number 7459.





The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday April 18, 1918:


ANSWERED THE CALL


Sapper H.M.S. Cecil, Pte R.E. Fox.							Article abridged





North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Tuesday August 26, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – NORTH EASTERN NAMES – PER H.T. PRINZ LUDWIG


Spr H.M.S. Cecil, 1st Tunn. Co., South Mount Cameron.					Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1919:


LARGE NUMBER OF MEN RETURN


Nearly 1000 Victorian members of the A.I.F. returned to Melbourne yesterday in addition to about 60 Tasmanians.  An enthusiastic reception was accorded to them by the public.  


The disembarkation from the transport Chemnitz, which arrived at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 a.m. one hour behind the scheduled time, was one of the largest yet dealt with by the authorities, over 650 troops being landed.  


The transport Prinz Ludwig arrived shortly after 3 o’clock, and the men were conveyed immediately to the Sturt-street depot.  In connection with both debarkations, the troops were welcomed at the pier by the State Commandant (Brigadier General C.H. Brand), who was accompanied in the morning by the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr G.H. Wise).  


As they have done throughout the war, motorist responded well to the appeal for cars, and the ‘finalisation’ arrangements at the depot left nothing to be desired.  


Tasmanian troops were medically examined and provided with accommodation at the Domain camp pending their return to the southern State.  New South Wales and Queensland troops who also returned yesterday, were given leave of absence for a few hours, and resumed their journey by boat last evening.





TASMANIAN SOLDIERS


Arrangements have been made for the transport “Takada’ which is due at Melbourne To-morrow, to embark Tasmanian soldiers here for Hobart.





Examiner, Launceston – Saturday 31 January 1920:


Marriages.


CECIL—MILLER.—On the 31st December, 1918 at Launceston, by the Rev. W. J Harris.  Henry Marchmont Stanley, only son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Cecil, South Mount, Cameron, and Gladys Auriel, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Miller, South Mount Cameron.





Mercury (Hobart) Friday January 21, 1927:


TASMANIAN NIGER MINING COMPANY – DIRECTOR’S REPORT


In accordance with the recommendation of the manager, an independent report has been arranged for upon the Zelau areas, which comprise 12¼ square miles, and a cable just received states that Mr Angus Butler, who is the manager of the Rayfield Company, one of the English companies in the same district, is now engaged upon this work.  Progress reports have been published in “The Mercury” from time to time, and following a discovery upon one of the Zelau areas, an application for a purchase option of £5,000 was received for this area of four-square miles, which, however, was declined. Owing to the great distances to be travelled and the numerous duties devolving upon the manager, and in order to provide for emergencies in case of sickness, it became necessary to appoint an assistant.  As a competent man could not be obtained in Nigeria, your directors engaged a Tasmanian, Mr H.M.S. Cecil, who has had considerable experience at the Pioneer and other Tasmanian mines, and a cable just received states that he has arrived in Nigeria.  As soon as Mr Cecil becomes accustomed to the duties the manager will be granted short leave to visit England for health sake, as he has now had three years’ continuous service in the Nigerian field.								


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday February 17, 1928:


TASMANIAN NIGER N.L. CO. – EXTRAORDINARY AND GENERAL MEETING


Presided over by the chairman of directors of the Tasmanian Niger Mining Co., N.L. Mr Thomas Lyons, as extraordinary meeting of the company was held at the Imperial, Hobart, yesterday morning, followed by a general meeting.


Immediately following, the second general meeting of the company was held and the reports of the mine manager and of the directors were adopted.  The director’s report stated that in November, 1926 Mr H.M.S. Cecil was appointed assistant to the mine manager, and arrived in Nigeria in January, 1927.  In May, 1927, the mine manager left for England on leave of absence, and returned to Nigeria in October last.  		


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 19, 1933:


AIR CHAMBER EXPOLODES – WORKMAN INJURED


When the air chamber of a pump located at the top of the main shaft of the Lyell Comstock mine burst yesterday morning, H.M.S. Cecil (41), married, a fitter, residing at Comstock, received severe lacerations to his forehead, and was removed to the Lyell District Hospital in a shocked state.  His condition last night was reported as satisfactory.  The cause of the explosion had not been determined.





Mercury Wednesday September 20, 1933:


ACCIDENT AT MINE – MAN’S LEG FRACTURED


The second accident in two days occurred at the Lyell Comstock mine yesterday afternoon, when A. Milani (48), married, of Comstock, suffered a fracture of the right leg as the result of a truck falling it.





ANOTHER PATIENT


The condition of H.M.S. Cecil, who was admitted to the hospital on Monday suffering from severe lacerations to his forehead, as the result of an explosion in the air chamber of a pump at the Comstock mine, was fairly good.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday April 12, 1939:


DEATHS


CECIL—On April 9, 1939, at Kadina Hospital, Nigeria, of pneumonia, Henry Marchmont Stanley, loved husband of Gladys, and son of the late Henry P. Cecil, of South Mount Cameron, and Mrs Cecil, of Herrick, Tasmania and father of Ruth and Joan.  (By cable.)








