SAPPER DANIEL CARR
7169 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Daniel Carr was born in 1885 and registered in June at Glenties in County Donegal, Ireland.  He came from the small district on the Atlantic Coast of south-west Donegal known as Glencomcille.  Straboy is in the parish of Inishkeel, Donegal.  
Daniel Carr, a twenty-seven-year-old miner, left London on the Orient liner Orama departing on 14 February, 1913 for Melbourne, Australia and was listed in Electoral Rolls working as a labourer at Gormanston in 1914.
On 30 September, 1916 the single thirty-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad at Gormanston recruiting depot and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7½ins), weighing 72kgs (159lbs) with a chest expansion of 99-104cms (39-41ins) and had a brownish complexion with his blue eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination marks on his left arm received in infancy.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father James Carr of Straboy, Glencolmcille, Donegal, Ireland.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment on 2 November, 1916 at Claremont camp.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training commenced on November 2 with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont (6th Military District) until the 8 January, 1917 when transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) joining the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure Military Authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his father James Carr, Straboy, Glen Kolm Kill, Co. Donegal, Ireland.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7169.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Carr left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. 
After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched into the Aust Details camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Military Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
AWL from 2400hrs 16/8/17 till 1200hrs 17/8/17



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Major E. Lewis, Parkhouse, 17/8/17


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 18 August, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles a day later.  Was attached on 2 September to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were situated at La Panne on the Belgian Coast with the Unit camped in the sand dunes at St Idesbalde. The work of the Company was in the Nieuport Bains sector the extreme left of the British Line, and held by the 66th Imperial Division from the 1st to the 24th.  Tunnellers were working on Infantry subways, machine gun positions and Infantry dugouts.
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company mentions their arrival as follows:


“2/9/17


Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre.”
Sapper was taken on strength with the company on 10 September, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
Sapper proceeded on leave from 22 January, 1918 and returned to duty on 4 February.

His service continued without illness or injury and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.  He was paid in France on 15 March, 1919.

Orders were received on 23 May, 1919 to return to the Base Depot but was admitted three days later from Quota 57 grouped there to the 39th General Hospital (N.Y.D. not diagnosed yet) then transferred to England on May 29 entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  His period in hospital was queried by military authorities.  His records then stated was discharged to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny after 91 days curative care on 27 August, 1919.
After demobilisation Sapper Carr embarked for Australia on 5 September, 1919 on board H.T. Plassy.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 30 September that he was returning home.   The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 25 October, 1919 with news of their unusual voyage reported in the:

The Tasmanian soldiers returned to Launceston, Tas on October 28 on the steamer Loongana with their arrival covered in the:

Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Launceston on October 28 and his statement of case reads:



Wounds }




Sickness}
nil
(Sgd.) D. Carr



Present condition:
in good health



Fit for work



Approved Hobart 28/10/19

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on termination of his period of enlistment dated 5 October, 1919.  This is a transcription error as he was still on the troopship on that date.  The correct date  possibly should be 5 November, 1919.
He was still on the electoral roll as a labourer at Gormanston in 1919.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical documents to Base Records and gave his dates of arrival as 22 October and discharge date as 5 October.

For serving his country Sapper Daniel Carr, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (7327) and the Victory Medal (7110).
These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.

His medals remain uncollected and there is no Repatriation file publicly available for him.
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday November 3, 1916:


CALL TO ARMS – ENTERED CLAREMONT


HOBART, Thursday.  The following 45 men entered Claremont camp today, making 389 for October: 


D. Carr, miner, Gormanston;								


Article abridged





Argus Monday October 27, 1919:


INCIDENT ON S.S. PLASSY


The arrival of the s.s. Plassy on Saturday marked the end of a most eventful voyage.  The depredations of a gang of thieves kept the troops in a ferment of excitement between London and Colombo.  Men who had collected souvenirs and possessions of value were naturally angry when their treasures disappeared, and when, following the “sandbagging” of two Australian soldiers at Colombo, four men were arrested, those who had suffered losses determined to make the punishment fit the crime.


According to the stories related by several of the men who landed, however, they were wildly exciting.  The criminals were tried by court-martial, and received varying terms of imprisonment.  Enraged “Diggers” assembled outside the orderly room in which the men were being tried, and as each left the room in custody he was seized and soundly thrashed.  One was thrown into the ocean where he struggled for nearly an hour against a heavy sea before being rescued.  The overturning of a lifeboat which was despatched to try to save him was fortunately unaccompanied by loss of life; the occupants being rescued, although not without great difficulty, little the worse for their immersion.


When at length the second lifeboat reached the victim of the wrath of the troops, he was completely exhausted, and on returning to the vessel he was placed in hospital, where he remained for some days.


The salutary punishment inflicted on the delinquents had a chastening effect on others whose records exposed them to suspicion, and during the remainder of the voyage the behaviour of the troops was exemplary.





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday October 29, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – YESTERDAYS ARRIVALS – NORTH 


Another contingent of returned soldiers arrived at Launceston yesterday morning, and notwithstanding the fact that the Loongana berthed at 7 o’clock a large crowd of relatives and men assembled to pay homage to those who had fully earned it.  The southerners left by the express for Hobart later in the morning, and those for the north-west entrained during the afternoon.  The complete personnel is as follows:


Pte D. Carr, 2nd A.T.C.									


Article abridged








