SAPPER GEORGE MICHAEL CARNES
2474 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Michael George (George) Kearns was born on 22 October, 1891 the son of Michael, a shepherd, died 1911 and Mary Ann (nee Higgins) Kearns in Oatlands, Tasmania.  Some sources use the ‘Carnes’ spelling.  
There is mention of a G. Carnes that may be him or his father in the:

[image: image1.jpg]&




[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]FOUCHT FOR T1E EMFIRE
Aok ler  Bumainr wn rine s
A R e, Bomauny Wi b
AW L e i £ Fira WD
B A e
L
Blsouris TH  Camwatabiscr siiienes:
ButrRSre  comambR | et

Cnae H. Lt
s Creeia
o Conwrona 1. Groves &
B wroms #. S e
Bemaie Buer acst Curmeii WL ot o7
Bty Coar Camt & e B
Bawics A erkcect o5
Db Ccon
By T Bane ase o e i
Bemadi Dmvwed. Coampik
Bumexi  Dawmsd  Hama AL
Beln ey omeen
by NM. BocAn $6 Hecea 2
vers viere  Damavvdr | e
Baiev o xSt A
Ko e st IR
Mo rr
Bk BvosRE - e
oo R RE e PR B
s [ AT
o 1 s




On 7 January, 1915 the single twenty-three-year-old labourer under the name George Michael Carnes applied to enlist for active service abroad at Oatlands.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Carnes of Oatlands.  No further details on the forms of Attestation were completed.
Seven months later at Claremont camp on 7 September, 1915 the twenty-three-year-old labourer re-applied under the same name to enlist and passed the medical examination.  
Attestation forms describe him at 186cms (6ft 2ins) tall, weighing 79.5kgs (175lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-95cms (35-37½ins) and a medium complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on the left shin and knee.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary A. Carnes of Oatlands, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the following day.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps until final home leave was granted and the following farewell given to two volunteers was reported in the:

Basic training completed eleven Tasmanian volunteers left on 3 March, 1916 on S.S. Manuka for Sydney, NSW to join seventy-eight soldiers from New South Wales, forty Victorians, forty-three West Australians, six Queenslanders and two South Australians who were brought together at Rosebery Park to make up the 2nd Reinforcements.   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2474.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  
The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.   The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  
Two days later on 5 May Sapper was admitted to the Government Hospital at Port Said with a social disease and discharged to duty after six days curative care.  On 29 May entered the 4th Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Abbassia with tonsilitis until 3 June then transferred to Rasel Tui Command Depot.

Military Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
drunk in town 15/6/16 and overstaying of leave



Award:

24 hours Field Punishment No. 2

On June 16 was discharged from Tel-el-Kebir to Alexandria and marched into the Miscellaneous Reinforcements camp.  Entered the 2nd A.S. Hospital on 6 July with a social disease then transferred to Base being sent to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital the next day.  On 4 August was relocated back to Tel-el-Kebir at the 16th Details Camp.
Sapper Carnes embarked from Alexandria, Egypt on H.M. Megantic on 27 August, 1916 arriving in England marching into the Aust Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front from 8 September, 1916.

Discipline for the following was issued:



Offence:
Parkhouse 18/9/16 - unshaven on C.O.’s parade



Award:

3 days C.B. [confined to barracks]

Proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Etaples a day later.  Marched out to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 23 November, 1916.  
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded:
“At the beginning of November 1916, the Company received orders from the C.E. to relieve the 258th Coy R.E. in the Hill 70 Sector at LOOS in the 1st Corps 1st Army Area.  The 257th Coy R.E. took over the sector at Laventie vacated by the 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy.

The Company began to move to Bracquemont (near Noux-le-Mines) to new billets.  The complete removal of the Company was finished on 12/11/16.  Thus began a long period of mining work at Hill 70 & varied work along a Front covering the area from Loos to La Bassee.  The billets at Bracquemont were retained for 22 months & from Headquarters at Braquemont the administration of the work of the Company continued during that period.”
His name was among those reported returning to duty and published in the:

In trouble again early in January, 1917:


Offence:
using threatening language in that he did threaten to kick a member





of the regimental police 31/12/16



Award:

14 days Field Punishment by Major L.J. Coulter on 3/1/17
Went sick on 26 March, 1917 to the 73rd Field Ambulance then moved to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station two days later.  Ambulance Train conveyed him to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples with a social disease and treated there from 1st to 10th April then discharged to Base Details.  Nine days later marched out to re-join his unit.

While on leave in England went sick to A.I.F. Headquarters in London on 14 September, 1917 and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with a social disease.  After 118 days curative care marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 3 January, 1918.  

On 2 February was sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas from Southampton on February 15 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre a day later and left to re-join his unit two days later arriving on February 20.
Sapper was wounded in action by shell gas on 8 April, 1918 and taken to the 1 /2 New Midland Field Ambulance with the following reported in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

“On 8.4.18, the following were shelled gassed at Vermelles:-



4996  Spr  Harris, J.


7653  Spr  Coe, J.P.



  924    “    Bougher, J.


5829    “    Sheehan, C.



7663    “    Fletcher, W.G.

2389    “    Lewis, T.H.



2358    “    Papchuck, W.G.

4373    “    Jones, W.R.



2474    “    Carnes, G.S”.

Progressing to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station and two days later on April 10 admitted to the 13th General Hospital at Boulogne.  Was well enough to be transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot on April 13 and two days later entered the 10th Convalescent Depot then the 5th Rest Camp at Ecault to April 18.  Marched out on April 21 to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit on April 29. 
Base Records advised his mother that her son had been reported wounded by gas and this was shared in the:


His name was among those listed in the Casualty Lists published in the:


Sapper appeared before a Field General Court Martial held at Bardin on 4 September, 1918 that on or about 7 July, 1918:
Charge:
conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline – posting a





letter in a civil post office contrary to G.R.O. 2044



Finding:
guilty



Sentence:
56 days Field Punishment No. 1 4/9/18



Confirmation:
by Brig.-Gen. L. Boyd Moss, commander 165 Infantry Brigade 5/9/18



Promulgated:
9/9/18



Investigated:
17/8/18





Period under charge from 17/8/18 to 9/9/18.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Further action was taken:



Crime:

While on active service 25/12/18 – conduct to the prejudice of good





order and military discipline, viz. creating a disturbance in an Estaminet





and using obscene language



Award:

2 days F.P. No.1 by C.O. 3rd Tun. Coy   3/1/19

On 7 January, 1919 was sent to report to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth, England and marched in from France the next day.

Sapper embarked for Australia on 5 March, 1919 on board H.T. Nevasa from Portland, England.  Base Records advised his mother on 25 April that he was returning home.  This news was shared in the:

His name was listed as a soldier returning as published in the:


The troopship docked in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 18 April, 1919 and they went in to quarantine at Torrens Island.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


News of the soldiers’ impending return was reported in the:

Military discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 13 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
On June 27, 1919 he and another soldier seriously assaulted the licensee of the Parattah Hotel resulting in the proceedings in the Police Court as reported in the:


Both soldiers were convicted on the charge and reported in the:

Note: 1135 Sapper Lionel Gilbert Pennicott, 3ATC & 32 Inf. Bn.

His discharge from prison was circulated in the:


The British War Medal (4042) and the Victory Medal (4031) were issued to wear to Sapper 2474 George Michael Carnes, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He receipted delivery of the War Medal at Oatlands on 21 October, 1921.

He was listed at Oatlands in 1922 working as a labourer.

He did not collect the Victory Medal from the designated barracks and it was returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  
A letter was sent to the last known address and he completed the request form on 21 April and his medal was mailed by registered post (no.6765) and delivery signed for on 9 May, 1924.

On 12 February, 1929 he married in Melbourne, Vic to Ina Iris Carnes, born at Oatlands, Tasmania in 1913, Ina was the daughter of John and Deborah (nee Johnson) Carnes and the couple returned to permanently reside at Oatlands.

Their infant son died on 28 September, 1932 with announcement placed in the:


Base Records received a request from the Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 7 October, 1935.
His wife was fined in the Oatlands Police Court for the following:


A snippet of information appeared about him in the:


Michael George (George) Carnes passed away on 16 October, 1950 aged 55 years (closer to 59) in the Royal Hobart Hospital.  Announcement and arrangements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the New Norfolk cemetery.
His widow re-married to Trevor Brian O’Keefe.  Mrs Ina Iris O’Keefe Carnes died at Wentworth, NSW on 15 March 1984.

His name is commemorated on the Soldiers’ Memorial at Oatlands, Tasmania.
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Examiner (Launceston) Saturday October 29, 1910:


COUNTRY COURTS – OATLANDS CASES


An information against G. Carnes for having in his possession at the Dog’s Head a gaff for the purpose of catching trout, was dismissed.





George M. Carnes


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday September 9, 1915:


RECRUITING – HOBART


The number of recruits that have entered the Claremont Camp during the last few days has been very satisfactory.  On Monday and Tuesday nearly 80 men joined the camp.  The following are their names:


G.M. Carnes										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday November 16, 1915:


TASMANIAN VOLUNTEERS


A farewell concert and supper were given to two more Oatland boys—Privates Geo. Carnes and William Boswood.  The attendance was very fair, considering the short notice that are given for such functions.  The Warden (Mr H. Fisher), with Revs F.H. Gibbs, I. Dick and Mr M. Wilson, occupied the platform.  Songs were given by Misses Fisher, Evans, Deering, Burrill, Mrs C. Fisher and Messrs G. Berry and J. Rattray.  The Warden on behalf of the public, presented Private Carnes and Boswood with wristlet watches as mementoes.  Mr Jones suitable returned thanks on behalf of the recipients.  The hall is given for such occasions by resolution of the council.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday December 13, 1916:


RETURNED TO DUTY


Sapper G.M. Carnes, Oatlands.								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday May 1, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


Mrs M.A. Carnes, of Oatlands, has received word from the Defence Department that her son, Pte George Carnes, has been gassed while fighting in France.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday May 9, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES


Yesterday the Defence Department released the 307th and 308th Australian Casualty Lists from which the following Tasmanian names are extracted:


(GAS)


Pte. G.M. Carnes, Oatlands								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday April 1, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Mrs M.A. Carnes, of Oatlands, has been notified by the military authorities that her son Sapper G.M. Carnes has left England on the transport Nevasa, for Australia, after three years and seven months’ active service.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday April 7, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The attached list of troops are returning from abroad Per H.T. Nevasa:


Spr. G.M. Carnes, 3 Tunn. Co., Oatlands.						


Article abridged





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday April 26, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – NEVASA AND KASHMIR TROOPS


The troopships Nevasa and Kashmir arrived at the anchorage on Friday, April 18. It had been announced that the soldiers from the Nevasa would be placed in quarantine, but it was probable that the men from the Kashmir would be landed.  The expectant relatives were greatly disappointed when the announcement was made, but most of them decided to wait on the wharf and see the soldiers pass by on the launch on their way to Torrens Island.  The Kashmir’s men passed about 12.30 p.m. and the soldiers from the Nevasa at about 5.20 p.m.   The crowd kept pace with the launch by running along the wharf.  Laveret took a party off to the vicinity of the Nevasa, and by means of a megaphone the attention of a number of men, whose arrival had been anxiously looked forward to was attracted.  The wharfs, as usual had been decorated with bunting in honour of the occasion.  The men will be released on Friday.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday April 28, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


This afternoon at 4.30, 104 more soldiers are expected to arrive at the Ocean Pier from Barnes Bay.  These are the steamers Nevasa and Kashmir and about half the number at for northern stations.  The Red Cross Society will entertain them on arrival, but with this number of men it will not be possible to accommodate the relatives in the motor cars.  The soldiers themselves will be driven from the pier, via Campbell, Liverpool and Elizabeth streets, to the Hostel, where the Northern men will be put up.  





World (Hobart) Thursday July 17, 1919:


HOTELKEEPER BADLY MAULED – PARATTAH ASSAULT CASE – TWO SOLDIERS CHARGED


OATLANDS—Wednesday night—The Police Court was crowded tonight, when two young men, both returned soldiers, name Michael George Carnes and Robert Pennicott, were charged that a Parattah on June 27 they unlawfully and maliciously assaulted one Robert Hynds, and occasioned him grievous bodily harm.


Robert Hynds, licensee of the Parattah Hotel, stated that he had known Pennicott for twelve months and Carnes about six weeks.  On the night of June 27 he closed his house at 10 o’clock, and ten minutes later a knock came to the front door.  He inquired from the passage who was there, and the reply was “travellers.”  The witness said to Pennicott, “You are not a traveller,” Carnes replied “Yes we are both—well travellers.”  Witness responded: “It is no use bothering me, as I know you are not travellers, and I have refused you before.”  He asked them not to be foolish, and was about to close the door, when both accused intimated they were determined to have a drink.  Pennicott said: “If we don’t—well get a drink you will go under to-night.”  Carnes said, “We will kick your – guts in if we don’t.”  Witness tried to slam the door, when both accused made charge at it and forced their way through.  They struggled for a time when witness got a blow from Carnes, just below the right ear, which brought witness to the ground.  Carnes kicked him two or three times.  Carnes replied “I will jump your –guts out,” and suiting the action to the word, jumped on witness and at the same time he received a kick in the face, which rendered him helpless.  Pennicott got on his feet and Carnes said to Him: “Settle the --  .”  Pennicott then kicked him on the jaw and rendered him insensible.  When witness recovered, he crawled out on his hands and knees to the verandah and shouted for help.  He had not the slightest doubt as to the identity of the accused.


Dr Patrick John Higgins, of Campbell Town, stated that on the 28th ultimo he paid a visit to the Parattah Hotel and examined Mr Hyndes.  He found him in suffering from shock and concussion of the brain.  One rib on the right side was fractured completely and another one, partially.  The whole left side of his face and head was swollen and bruised.  There was a large semi-circular bruise over his left cheek, a further bruise of the same sort over the lower jaw and some teeth were slightly loosened in the lower jar.  There were other bruises over the fractured ribs and around the left eye, and the whole left side of the head swollen.


Trooper Frederick Charles Carroll stated that on the evening of June 27 there was a soldiers’ welcome home social being held at Parattah Town Hall.  He saw both the accused at the hall in company with several others from Oatlands.  They left the hall and walked towards the railway station.  All of them seemed to have had a drink or two, but were not drunk by any means.


At 9.20 p.m. the court adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow					


Article abridged





World (Hobart) Saturday August 9, 1919:


SUMMARY OF NEWS


Michael George Carnes and Lionel Pennicott were convicted at the Criminal Court yesterday on a charge of inflicting grievous bodily harm on Robert Hyndes at Parattah on June 28.





Tasmanian Police Gazettes, 1920:


PRISONERS DISCHARGED


CARNES, MICHAEL GEORGE, 29, 6ft 2¾ins, swarthy complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, roman nose, native of Tasmania. Vide “Police Gazette” 1919 p153.  Photo 565c.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday September 29, 1932:


DEATHS


CARNES—On September 28, 1932, at Oatlands, Robert Michael, only son of George and Ina Carnes, aged 9 months.  Funeral will take place at the Roman Catholic Cemetery This day (Thursday), at 4 p.m.


B. PENNICOTT    Funeral Director, Oatlands.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday June 10, 1942:


STRAYING CATTLE AT OATLANDS


Gilbert Gregg and Ina Carnes of, Oatlands, were fined 5s each with costs, in the Oatlands Police Court on Monday for having allowed cows to stray on the Midland Highway.  The Warden (Mr A.H. Fisher) and Mr K.B. Hood, Js.P. were on the Bench, and Inspector W.J. Mansfield prosecuted.


It was stated that the offences occurred on May 18 when two of the cows which were hit by cars at night were killed.


The Bench states that future offenders would be dealt with severely.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday October 4, 1943:


LOST AND FOUND


STRAYED from Oatlands, Brown Trotting Mare, white marks on back, last seen Colebrook.  Reward G. Carnes, Oatlands.





Mercury (Hobart) Friday October 20, 1950:


DEATHS


CARNES—On October 16, 1950, at Royal Hobart Hospital, Michael George, dearly beloved husband of Ina Iris and loving father of Pat (Melbourne), Junee (Mrs Farrelly, Lilydale), Betty (Launceston), Gilbert (Queensland), Michael and Tex (New Norfolk) and loving brother of Edward (Oatlands), aged 55 years.  Late 1st A.I.F.  A patient sufferer at rest.  Requiescat in pace.





FUNERAL NOTICES


CARNES—Service for the late Mr Michael George Carnes will be held at St Peter’s Church, New Norfolk, This Day (Friday), at 2 p.m.  After service cortege will proceed to New Norfolk cemetery.  Friends are respectfully invited to attend.


ALEX FYLE & SONS


Funeral Directors.





Oatlands Soldiers’ Memorial and tablet bearing his name


Photos sourced from Monument Australia contributed by Diane Watson 2009











