SAPPER HENRY ANDREW CAMPBELL
3578 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Henry (Harry) Andrew Campbell was born on 11 February, 1880 in Cradock, Eastern Cape, South Africa the son of Albert van Lingen and Martha Elizabeth (nee Crawford) Campbell.  He stated he served in the Boer War with the Rhodesian Regiment Frontier Force and the Scott’s Railway Sharpshooters, Kimberley until his time expired and was discharged.
The Rhodesian Regiment was formed in the South African Boer War (1899-1902) and commanded by Lt-Colonel Plumer at the insistence of Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, the Commander in Chief of Rhodesian Frontier Force and featured in two theatres being Relief of Mafeking and the Battle of Elands River.  After Mafeking it was disbanded in 1900.
Scott’s Railway Guards was under Lt-Colonel R.G. Scott, V.C. D.S.O. and had an eventual strength of 500 men protecting the Orange River to Kimberley line.  Although the Kimberley area was not in the centre of the fighting it was open to roving bands bent on destruction in the west of the Orange River County and a portion of Cape Colony bordering on it.  The Scott’s Railway Guards often had skirmishes during their dangerous patrols and suffered widely with losses.
His name does not come up in any nominal rolls for these units.

He married and they had children and was living at Jeppestown before he came to Australia about 1913 and worked at West Maitland, New South Wales as a miner.

His wife, Mrs G. Campbell, sought assistance from the New South Wales Police and the following notice was placed in the:
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At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 29 March, 1916 the single thirty-six-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39½ ins) and resided at Eddenville, via West Maitland, NSW.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 75.4kgs (166lbs) with a fair complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive mark was a pigmented spot on the left buttock and his left eyelid had a scar.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.   Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Ena Atkinson of Eddenville, via West Maitland, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken on 3 April.
Basic training commenced on 3 April with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper and the unit moved to Rosebery Bark, Sydney on May 10. 

In Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
The rank of Lance Corporal and the Regimental number 3578 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him on May 16 possibly for the voyage only.
He participated in the Inspection of Troops in Moore Park before departure and reported in the:   


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at No. 3 camp at Parkhouse.

Sapper marched in from Parkhouse on 28 August, 1916 to Perham Downs to reinforce the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and on 8 September to the C.C. Engineers Details camp. 
Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

Parkhouse 9/10/16 AWL from 2400 hrs 8/10/16 to 0630 hrs 10/10/16



Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by Lt M. Kennedy O.C. 11/10/16

Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay RW

Proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  

On 6 November, 1916 went sick to hospital being admitted to the 51st General Hospital suffering from a social disease and after 39 days curative care was discharged to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on December 14.
Illness came again on 21 December, 1916 when he entered the 26th General Hospital with cardiac dilation and then moved to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples with D.A.H. (disordered action heart) on December 27.
Was sent to the Base Depot at Etaples on 23 January, 1917 class A debility.
Sapper was taken on strength on 6 February, 1917 with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the Hill 60 mining system.  
Service continued until he went sick on 2 October, 1917 and sent to the 97th Field Ambulance then to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station two days later with a social disease.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.14 entering the 39th General Hospital at Havre.  After a patient for 16 days was discharged to Aust General Base Depot at Havre on November 17.
Sapper was admitted to the New Zealand Stationary Hospital at Hazebrouck on 14 November, 1917 suffering from an injury to his left foot requiring amputation of his foot.  Another report states he was treated at the 16th Canadian General Hospital on 27 November.
A report was sent to the D.A.G. 3rd Echelon that the casualty was to be reported as injured accidentally (lacerated foot (severe) 14/11/17. 

Five days later was moved to the 56th General Hospital at Etaples with medical note compound fracture foot (left) amputation.  By November 27 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen and admitted to the Ontario Military Hospital in Orpington for further treatment for amputated left foot.  
Base Records advised his sister on 11 December, 1917 he was reported in hospital and nine days later reported his condition was improving.  By 6 February, 1918 he was reported progressing favourably.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
Was transferred on 17 January, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford for a short time then transferred again to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall on January 25. 
On 4 April, 1918 Base Records was advised from London by War Service Message that he was now dangerously ill and notified his sister of this on April 15.  On May 16 they informed her his condition was improving and again on May 23 he was pronounced out of danger.  Further news was sent on May 25 he was progressing favourably and on June they advised was now convalescent.
On 28 May, 1918 was discharged to furlough.  He was married on 1 June, 1918 at Wroughton. Wiltshire, England to Elizabeth Mary Bullock.   Reported back to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital on 11 June.  

The Registrar, 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Southall, Middlesex wrote to A.I.F. Headquarters on 1 August, 1918 advising that the above soldier had been fitted with a Masters below knee leg, which had been satisfactorily fitted.  Application for employment at Headquarters herewith.

“Sir,

I wish to apply for a situation at Headquarters, as I am desirous of stopping in England for a few months longer.  I have been fixed up with an artificial limb.

Hoping this will meet of your approval.  I remain, Yours respectfully,







Sapper 3578 H.A. Campbell.”

The Deputy Assistant Adjutant General wrote to the Officer Commanding the Southall hospital on 8 August to instruct this man to call at Room 92 these Headquarters for an interview.

Reported as ordered to the Southall hospital and remained there until 3 August when discharged to furlough again and report back on August 17.
Sapper was discharged from the hospital to Headquarters, London due to medical unfitness.  He was discharged with effect on 16 August, 1918 from the A.I.F. in London taking up employment as an Australian Munitions Worker.  All active and deferred pay due was £13 and was issued with his Certificate of Discharge no. P131.  He also received three Blue Chevrons, the Silver War Badge no. A14120 and the King’s Certificate.  His address was care of Officer Commanding Munitions Work, Strand.
A Medical Certificate for the Commissioner of Pensions, Australia House, Strand, London was prepared the following day that Henry Andrew Campbell of Shaftsbury Hotel as a claimant for a pension and was suffering a gunshot wound of left leg with amputation of leg nine inches below knee.  He is fitted with an artificial leg on which he can walk three miles and ride a bicycle.  His general health is very good.  The condition was a result of a tram incident in France when on duty.  In the doctor’s opinion this existed for nine months and not due to the default of the claimant.  The condition is such that will render the claimant incapacitated for work for the period of six months from this date.  The claimant has lost his earning power to the extent of the whole owing to special disability e.g. loss of left leg.  Signed by the Medical Officer on 17 August, 1918.
Records also advised No. 2 Aust Auxiliary Hospital of his discharge to Munition Worker as of August 16.

A cable was sent to Base Records in Melbourne on 21 August, 1918 advising that he was discharged in England for munition work on 16 August, 1918 in consequence of being medically unfit.

He advised the Officer in Charge of Records on 9 September, 1918 his present address was Vickers Hostel, 37 West Street, Dartford, Kent.
For serving his country Sapper 3578 Henry Andrew Campbell, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (1681) and the Victory Medal (1681).
The District Staff Officer, 8th Military District, Johannesburg, South Africa communicated on 21 November, 1921 with Base Records relative to the wife of the ex-member of the A.I.F. about monies due to her.  Base Records sent a memo to the Repatriation Commission on 30 December, 1921 to which they received a reply early in February, 1922 informing them that according to records of the office both the ex-soldier and his wife were in receipt of pensions which were payable in the United Kingdom through the Deputy Commissioner of Pensions, Australia House, Strand, London.  The pensioners’ address is recorded as: 79 Swindon Road, Wroughton, near Swindon, Wiltshire, England.  This was forwarded to 8th Military District in Johannesburg.
On 26 April, 1922 the 8th Military District, Johannesburg replied to their minute of 9 February last having the honour to inform Base Records of the following:

“the wife of the ex-soldier is a resident in Johannesburg (334A Commissioner Street, Jeppes).  She informs me that she has been legally separated from her husband, and that an Order of Court was made against him for £8.0.0 per mensem for the children.  This amount, however, has not been paid since Campbell served during the Great War.
I have obtained the attached certificate from Detective Sergeant Cooke, Criminal Investigation Department, Jeppes, to whom Mrs Campbell is well-known; also the attached Certificate from His Worship the Mayor of Johannesburg testifying to the character of Mrs Campbell.  I also attach copy of Supreme Court Proceedings (2); also letter of recommendation from Mr Hancock’s manageress.
I am of the opinion that Mrs Campbell is a thoroughly respectable woman; that she has certainly been wronged by her husband, and would strongly recommend that monies being paid to him on her behalf and his children, might be deducted from the pension being paid to him and be paid to her direct.  I further recommend that all monies due to Mrs Campbell under the above heading and drawn by her husband, be paid to her in a lump sum and deducted from her husband’s pension in such instalments as may be deducted by the Paying Officer.
I would add that Mrs Campbell gives me the impression that she is in very straightened circumstances and any monies which could be obtained for her would be thoroughly appreciated.  

Lt. R. Batty District Staff Officer, 8th Military District.”

Base Records replied to the 8th Military District on 26 June, 1922 after informing the Dept of Repatriation to whom the matter was referred for necessary action.
“I desire to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum dated 1st June, 1922, covering correspondence received from the District Staff Officer, No. 8 Military District, Johannesburg, S. Africa, relative to the wife of ex-no. 3578 Sapper Henry Andrew Campbell, 1st Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. and to inform you that action is being taken to invite Mrs Campbell to lodge a claim for war pension in respect of her husband’s incapacity.

The Deputy Commissioner of Pensions, London, by whom the ex-soldier’s pension is now being paid is also advised of the position.” 

No further correspondence is in his file on this matter as it was handled by the Repatriation Commission.
The family left their residence at 39 North Street, Swindon, Wiltshire and departed from London on the P. & O. liner Baradine on 17 March, 1927 consisting of Harry Campbell, Mrs Elizabeth Mary Campbell (36) housewife and their four children Raymond Henry (8), Mervyn Andrew (6), Ivor Stewart (3) and Doreen Sylvia (1) for Sydney, Australia.

From 1930 to 1937 they are listed at the corner of George and Pomeroy Street, Homebush with his occupation as watchman.
In 1932 the following was advertised in the:

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copied of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 23 December, 1941.
Henry (Harry) Andrew Campbell passed away on 30 November, 1942 aged 62 years.  Family notices were published in the:

Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.

Base Records received a telephone call from his son Mervyn A. Campbell in April, 1958 about medal entitlements and service of his late father.  Base Records replied to him care of Department of Immigration Canberra, ACT on 11 April, 1958 advising that the deceased ex-member of the A.I.F. 1914-1918 enlisted in Sydney, NSW on 3 April, 1916 and after satisfactory overseas service was discharged in England to take up employment as a munition worker.  By such service he became eligible for the British War Medal and Victory Medal.  On enlistment on 3.4.16 he recorded previous service with Rhodesia Regiment Frontier Forces, Scots Railway Sharpshooters, Kimberley.  Records of this service are not held by this office but it would appear his medal entitlement would be the Queens medal and Kings medal – South Africa.
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New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney) Wednesday May 19, 1915:


MISSING FRIENDS


Henry Andrew Campbell, who left Jeppestown, South Africa, about two years ago, and last heard of from West Maitland in November last.  Inquiry at the instance of his wife, G. Campbell, 73 Betty-street, Jeppestown, South Africa—I.R. 1915-206.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Lance Corporal H.A. Campbell is identified as circled





Town and Country Journal Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 8, 1918:


377th CASUALTY LIST – NEW SOUTH WALES


INJURED


Spr. HENRY ANDREW CAMPBELL, Eddesville (sev.)					Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday February 17, 1932:


LOST AND FOUND


TRAIN PASS Np. 182A. Lost city, Thursday.  Please return H.A. Campbell, corner George and Pomeroy sts., Homebush.  Expenses paid.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday December 2, 1942:


DEATHS


CAMPBELL—November 30, 1942, at his residence 125 George Street, Homebush, Harry, dearly loved husband of Elizabeth Mary Campbell and dear father of Raymond, Mervyn, Ivor and Doreen, aged 62 years.


FUNERALS


CAMPBELL—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Elizabeth Mary Campbell and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her dear Husband and their beloved Father, Harry; to leave the Metropolitan Funeral Home, Railway Parade, Burwood, This Day, after a Service commencing at 3.30 p.m. for the Rookwood Crematorium.
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