LANCE CORPORAL GEORGE CAHILL
4746 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
George John Cahill was born in Clapton, Essex, England on 5 September, 1889 the son of George John and Maria (nee Tyrrell) Cahill and baptised in St Barnabas Church, Homertown, Hackney on 24 November, 1889.  His family were living at 35 Church Street and his father was a salesman.
In 1891 the family comprising of George J. (28) china & glass assistant, Maria (25) and children Maggie (2) and George J. (1) were still living at Church Street, Hackney.  Ten years later in 1901 they were at 31 Plaskett Grove, East Ham and were George J. (38) glass & china salesman, Maria (35) and Maggie (12), George J. (11), May and Mabel (7) with Sarah Ann widowed mother (58).

Another decade followed and the family was now at 75 St Stephen Road, Upton Park East, East Ham and citizens of the household were George J. (48) salesman of china & glass, Maria (45) with Maggie (22) draper’s assistant, George J. (21) boot salesman, Mabel (17) flower assistant and Sarah Ann (68) widowed mother.
The P. & O. liner Wakool under Master of the Ship, Captain Hamilton Cull, left London on 27 August, 1912 for Melbourne, Victoria, Australia with a passenger named George John Cahill (21) assistant, on board.  The vessel arrived in Melbourne on 19 October, 1912.
In 1914 George was a miner at Lottah, Tasmania.

At the recruiting depot at Lottah on 20 February, 1916 the twenty-seven-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 179cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-92cms (32-36ins) and had a fair complexion with grey eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father George John Cahill then changed to his mother Mrs Maria Cahill of 758 Stephen Road, East Ham, Essex, England.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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He was sworn in at Claremont camp (6th Military district) on 8 March, 1916.  News of their arrival in camp was reported in the:
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Basic training commenced with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company from March 7 and while on final home leave was given a social farewell as reported in the:

On 29 April, 1916 their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4746.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at the Aust Details No. 2 camp at Parkhouse.
Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  On 31 October was sent to the Segregation camp at Etaples returning on 4 January, 1917.

Marched out on January 12 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 12 March, 1917 proceeded to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.  
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded at that time:
“During the month of March, much activity prevailed.  The enemy did much offensive mining, driving towards our workings and we were able to “blow” him every time and extend our fighting points before he could reclaim his crumped galleries or drive new ones.”
Two Blue Chevrons were issued on 25 May, 1917 to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad  
Sapper went to the 34th Field Ambulance on 14 November, 1917 with dental caries moving to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station then progressing to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was discharged to duty on 28 November re-joining his unit the next day.
Sapper Cahill was a member of the Detachment at Armentieres from 9 April, 1918 and an extract from the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company states:
“The Detachment at Armentieres in the XVth Corps area, completed their work which was in time to be of great importance in the enemy attack which began on 9th April, and lasted for nine days till the 18th April.

The work of our Detachment and their behaviours during the attack was very creditable to everybody concerned.  
Unhappily a very capable and popular officer in the person of Lieut. Neil CAMPBELL and 1057 Sapper KELLY, E. were killed, but only one other casualty occurred in the wounding of 4765 Sapper HOGAN, A.W. by a gunshot wound in the chest.

Lieut. J. DOW, the officer with the Detachment who assumed command after Lieut. Campbell was missing, in his report to the C.O. wrote:-

“The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18:


“Lieut. N. Campbell

Lieut. J. Dow


1251 Cpl Barsby, S.



4395 L/Cpl Mayne, E.

5616 L/Cpl Stubbs, W.S. 
 910 Spr Ahearn, R.T.


6668 Spr Brownhill, F.H.
922  Spr   Bennetts, A.C.
6891  Spr   Burke, F.S.



4537   “   Burke, W.E.

4277   “   Bunning, W.

4746   “   Cahill, S.

6873   “   Cook, C.W.

6765   “   How, W.G.

4765   “   Hogan, A.W.


5337   “   Hausson, F.G.  
1057   “   Kelly, E.

5363   “   Leaver, C.H.


4419   “   McLean, A.

4422   “   McLean, T.D.

1223   “   Marsh, E.



5786   “   Muir, J.

4434   “   Nunn-Pendle, J.
2325   “   Novok, S.  


1215   “   Peach, J.

5819   “   Ritten, T.   

6645   “   Ryan, T.



4462   “   Roberts, W.

4843   “   Symons, A.V.  
4516   “   Wilson, J.

4818   “   Wilson, P.R.

1237   “   Smitheram, T.T.
5858   “   Watson, J.A.


1200   “   Williams, W.

4808   “   Yaxley, G.

1247   “   Ashford, S.F.


4282   “   Browne, S.

5724   “   MacManus, P.  
2891   “   Blizzard, D.N.


4511   “   Williams, H.
“We rested until 5 a.m. then fell in and marched to the Mill off Armentieres – Bailleul Road.  We dug in here.
“At noon we were ordered to fall in as a platoon attached to the 12th Suffolks.  We marched across the main road and took up a position at approximately (B9 a. 50. 50).
“At 1 p.m. we advanced as a wave in support of 12th Suffolks to hold enemy.
“The South Wales Borderers, forward on our left front twice retired and were collected and sent back by Sgt Mjr MACEY of 12th Suffolks and myself.
“We lay out all day in the field, under fire.  M.G.’s and Snipers very active.
“4765 Spr HOGAN, A.W. was sniped through the left breast.  4746 Spr CAHILL, 6765 Spr HOW, 2891 Spr BLIZZARD and 4411 Spr WILLIAMS, H. carried him to Field Dressing Station.  Spr Williams returned.  The other three were stopped by an officer.
“At dark (8.30 p.m.) the 12th Suffolks retired, as ordered, through my position and my platoon covered in retirement, and followed on as rear guard, in accordance with instructions from Col. LLOYD.
“We marched towards Bailleul and rested for a few hours on Bailleul Road.
“I called the roll and found Spr HOW, CAHILL, BLIZZARD missing.  Fell in at 5 a.m. and marched to STRAZEELE.  Rested.”
Gifts of Comfort were received from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and the recipients each signed the thank-you letter which was reprinted in the:

Sapper was wounded in action on 27 May, 1918 from shell gas and taken to the 34th Field Ambulance then transferred to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.  Entered the 6th Casualty Clearing Station and transferred to the 30 Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later was sent to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station and was discharged to his unit on May 31 (under 7 days).
This was recorded in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

“On 27.5.18, the following O.R’s were gassed.



6687  Spr  Wilson, W.T.


5956  Spr  Baxter, T. 



6106    “     Cripps, A.


2485     “   Bunyan, J.C.



5844    “    Tainsh, H.


4808     “   Yaxley, A.G.



4746    “    Cahill, G.J.


5784     “   Millane, J.A.



8214    “    Morse, B.”
His name was among those soldiers appearing in the Casualty List published in the:

Leave was granted and taken from 19 October returning to duty on November 4, 1918.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Was appointed to Lance Corporal on 11 March, 1919.

Orders were issued on 13 May, 1919 to return to the Base Depot and they left there on May 19 for England arriving at the No. 4 Group camp at Hurdcott to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Lance Corporal Cahill embarked for Australia on 1 July, 1919 on board H.T. Frankfurt.  His name was listed as returning in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 20 August, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:


The troopship continued the voyage to Hobart to deliver the Tasmanian soldiers to Hobart (6th M.D.) arriving at the place of quarantine docking with news of their intended arrival reported in the:

Their arrival on 23 August, 1919 at Hobart (6th M.D. was reported in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board in Launceston on 23 August, 1919 and his statement of case reads:



No wounds or sickness.  Feels well.  (Sgd.) G. Cahill




AIF Form 536:




Descriptive marker:
 Scar L Ear




Present condition:
Fit for general service.  (Sgd.) G.B. Packham, Capt.




Present condition:
Good




Taken at Launceston 23/8/19.  Approved Hobart 24/8/19.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 7 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded to Base Records on 29 October, 1919 medical documents and dates of his return and discharge.

The British War Medal (4075) and the Victory Medal (4064) were issued to wear to Lance Corporal 4746 George Cahill, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country. 

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart notified him at Lottah that his British War Medal was available and he applied to have it posted care of the Post Office, Weldborough and receipted delivery on 15 September, 1921.

He was the best man at a wedding at Pioneer on Christmas Day, 1922 with news of the event covered in the:


He married on 14 January, 1924 in Derby, Tasmania to Gladys May Ellings.  The couple were farmers at Winnaleah in 1928.  He pleaded guilty to the following reported in the:


By 1931 they had moved to Yallourn, Victoria residing at 2 Narracan Avenue working as a labourer.  By 1936 were at 12 Maiden Street, Yallourn.

He met with an accident reported in the:


His wife Gladys May Cahill died on 13 May, 1945 and buried in the Church of England portion of Yallourn cemetery within section 3 in grave no.PE47.


George worked in a bore operation in 1949 and was a plate-layer living at 57 Strzelecki Road in 1954.  He resided with his son George listed from 1967 to 1972 at 16 Boundary Road, Yallourn with the occupation of metalworker.

George Cahill passed away in 1976 aged 86 years at Moe, Victoria.  It is possible that he was interred with his wife in Yallourn Cemetery but there are no burial register records available to confirm this as definite.
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North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Friday February 25, 1916:


RECRUITING – PORTLAND MUNICIPALITY


The quota required from the above Municipality was 11 and they have got just over that number, as follows:


A Harris, P.J. Payne, G. Cahill, R.C. Adams, J.F. Davern, F. Barr, R.W. Parry, J.A. Johnston, J.M. Haley, S.F. Penny, W.A. Beechy, and W.G. Pearce.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday March 11, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont camp on Wednesday—Privates: G. Cahill	     Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday April 6, 1916:


TASMANIAN VOLUNTEERS


At Lottah on Monday evening a farewell social was rendered to Privates G. Cahill and J. Davern, who have been home for a few days’ leave from Claremont.  The evening was spent in dancing.  Mr H. Hodgman was in the chair.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 4746 G. Cahill,


											Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday June 25, 1918:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Spr G. CAHILL, England (gas)								


Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday August 20, 1919:


OUR SOLDIERS – LATEST ARRIVAL LISTS


PER FRANKFURT


Spr G. Cahill (Essex (Eng)								


Article abridged





Argus Thursday August 21, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING


About 800 Victorian soldiers landed at Port Melbourne yesterday from the troopships Port Melbourne and Frankfurt.  They were cordially welcomed as they passed through the city to the A.I.F. Depot where they were met by relatives and friends.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday August 22, 1919:


FRANKFURT LEAVES MELBOURNE


The Frankfurt, that morning left Melbourne for Hobart with troops from the transport and men who travelled from England on Frankfurt.  The vessel is due in Hobart this evening, and the northern men will leave by special train to-morrow, and arrive here at 4 p.m.  Those for the country will go before a medical board at 7 o’clock in the evening, and the Launceston men will be dealt with on Monday morning.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday August 25, 1919:


ARRIVAL OF TROOPS – FRANKFURT LANDS 400 AT HOBART


The troopship Frankfurt with 400 Tasmanian troops on board, arrived at the quarantine line at 9 o’clock on Saturday morning.  Dr Goddard was immediately conveyed by moto-launch to the vessel and the medical examination proving satisfactory, a start was made to land the troops.  The Northern men were landed first, and arrived at the Ocean pier shortly before 11 o’clock.  After they had been formally welcomed by the Mayor (Alderman J.C. Shield), the Commandant (Col. Wanlies) and Major Brosnan, the Northern men, numbering about 200, boarded the special train.  They commenced their homeward journey amidst a hurricane of cheers.  The Southern men were landed at the pier at twenty minutes pas 11 and were also fittingly welcomed.


The Northern men will be finalised in the ordinary way at Launceston.  So expeditiously did the military authorities carry out their work that the last man had been dealt with shortly after noon.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday December 29, 1922:


WEDDING BELLS – ADAMS ELLINGS


The wedding took place at St Alban’s Church, Pioneer, on Christmas Day of Melvie, third daughter of Mr and Mrs Charles Ellings and Frank, eldest son of Mr and Mrs W. Adams, Victoria.


The bridesmaid was her sister (Miss Gladys Ellings) who was dressed in a pretty cream voile dress, daintily embroidered in apricot tones, and cream silk and net hat. Mr George Cahill supported the bridegroom as best man.											


Article abridged





North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Friday February 10, 1928:


DERBY NOTES – COURT ITEMS


R. Hatchley Moorina, was charged with driving a vehicle without a light.  He pleaded guilty and was fined 2/6 with costs, witnesses’ expenses 1/8.


A similar charge was heard against Geo. Cahill, Winnaleah.  Defendant admitted to charge. A conviction was recorded and defendant ordered to pay 2/6 costs and 1/6 witness’ expenses.





Live Wire (Yallourn) Wednesday May 13, 1942:


PERSONAL


Mr George Cahill who met with a nasty accident three weeks ago, is now out of hospital; his many friends wish him a speedy recovery.





Mrs Gladys Cahill’s grave in Yallourn cemetery, Vic
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