SAPPER BARTHOLOMEW DAVID CAHILL
974 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Bartholomew David Cahill was born in Ballarat East, Victoria in 1867 the son of Cornelius James (died 1917) and Honora (nee Donaldson died 1899) Cahill.  Military experience was gained from two years with the militia from 1884 until voluntarily discharged.

He moved to the mining district of Zeehan, Tasmania where he married in St Fursians Roman Catholic Church to Gertrude Nichols (formerly McGuinness) a boarding house keeper who was widowed in 1890.
News of their nuptials was briefly reported in the:
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Snippets appear about him in Zeehan as reported in the:
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In 1914 the couple were living at 63 Counsel Street, Zeehan with his occupation of miner.

At the recruiting depot at Ross (6th Military District) on 18 November, 1915 the married forty-eight-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 185cms (6ft 1in) tall, weighing 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-93cms (34½-36½ins) and had a fair complexion and grey hair with good vision in his right eye and very poor sight in the left one.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Gertrude Cahill of 63 Counsel Street, Zeehan and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and one dependent child.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 

The recruits were transferred to Claremont camp on 27 November, 1915 as reported in the:
After Basic training the members of the Mining Corps were transferred on 16 December, 1915 to join other volunteers from across the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to train as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 974 and assigned to No. 3 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one.  On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

Sapper reported sick on 18 June, 1916 to the 2 /1 South Midland Field Ambulance with bronchitis until transferred to the 7th General Hospital at Malasisse on June 23 for further treatment of bronchitis.  
On 4 July was invalided to England from Boulogne on the hospital ship Marama with silicosis (slight) (disease of lungs caused by breathing rock dust - Miners’ complaint) entering the 5th Southern General Hospital, Portsmouth the following day.  

He was discharged on 26 July, 1916 to the Aust Convalescent Depot at Great Peter Street, London but was sent the same day to report to Administration Headquarters, London.
Sapper left the Engineer Details camp on 5 October, 1916 and proceeded overseas to France on 5 October, 1916 arriving at the Reinforcements camp at Etaples until dispatched to his unit on 19 October arriving a day later.

Early in November, 1916 the company moved to new billets at Bracquemont near Noux-les-mines to begin their long period of mining at Hill 70 and varied work across the front from Loos to La Basse.  Hill 70 was mined in hard chalk and much deeper than previous workings at Laventie.
Hostile activity in the Hill 70 area towards the last part of November was considerable.  In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was reported on members of the company being gassed or killed:
“On 27/11/17 while preparing to tamp gallery 21.DD at the charging of 17,500 lbs of ammonal having been completed, the enemy exploded a camouflet, which exploded our charge.  Casualties were 1 officer (Lt H. Russell) and 8 O.Rs were “mine gassed” and 20 O.Rs were killed :-

On 28/11/16 the enemy exploded another camouflet.  Slight damage done to our workings in the vicinity of the blow.  The casualties were 3 O.Rs mine gassed, 1 O.R. wounded & 2 O.Rs. killed.”

Sapper went sick on 30 November, 1916 to the 72nd Field Ambulance with bronchitis and returned to duty on 3 December.

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 18 December, 1916.

Service continued without injury or further illness.

On 5th and 6th September, 1917 there were twenty-seven members named as gassed at Nizam Trench, Hill 70 and were evacuated.  Sapper Cahill was not mentioned but could have been slightly gassed.

On 18 October, 1917 when he went sick to the 16th Field Ambulance with myalgia (muscular pain) and moved to the Company Rest Station the next day.  Sapper re-joined his unit on October 28.
While on leave in England he reported sick and went before the medical board in London on 12 December, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
Overage, emphysema (air sacs of lung rupture and coalesce, reducing 




effective breathing) & bronchitis



Date & place:
unknown


         Essential facts: 
he was pretty well until slightly gassed in November, 1916 and has been




wheezy and short of breath.  Gassed again slightly two months ago since





then cough and shortness of breath.



Causation:
aggravated by service, exposure and gas poisoning


    Present condition:
looks quite his age.  Chest emphysematous.  Rhonchi (wheezing) all over.




Vessel wall not unduly thickened.  Breathing slightly catarrhal after 





slight exertion 



Caused by:
Not an injury


Recommendation:
discharge permanently


Board finding:

aggravated by emphysema and gas poisoning


Degree of disablement: 60%



Finding:
Permanently unfit for general service and home service



Approved:
Director of Medical Services A.I.F. Headquarters, London 8/1/18
Sapper marched into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on December 13, 1917 to await his voyage home.

His letter from the front to a friend in Zeehan was published in the:

Sapper Cahill embarked for discharge in Australia on 15 February, 1918 from Plymouth, England on board the hospital ship H.T. Llanstephan Castle.  His was in a double tier upper berth for the voyage.
The After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company records the following on his return in their diary:
“On 15/2/18 the following embarked for Australia:

974 Spr Cahill B.D.”
Medical note during the voyage stated “improved.”
Base Records advised his wife on 4 March, 1918 that he was returning home.  

His name was among those soldiers listed as returning and published in the:


Sapper was mentioned as an informant to the Australian Red Cross Society on the accidental death of Sapper J.T. Wentworth and along with other informants his account was given printed in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 16 April, 1918.  News of their arrival was announced in the:

The Tasmanians arrived at Launceston (6th M.D.) on 18 April, 1918.
Sapper went before the Permanent Medical Referee Board on 27 June, 1918 and found to have permanent military incapacity and temporary civil capacity for a total of six months.  Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical documents and dates of his return and discharge to Base Records on 3 July, 1918.  Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 12 July, 1918 as medically unfit.

He was granted a military pension for the following to his Zeehan address:


Self



60 shillings per fortnight from 13/7/18


Wife
Gertrude

30 shillings per fortnight from 13/7/18


Adopted daughter Gertrude 
20 shillings per fortnight from 13/7/18
He was listed as a caretaker in Electoral Rolls in 1919 at Roseneath, Austin’s, Hobart.

He wrote a letter to the editor in regards to the mine he worked at and gave the following particulars in the:

The British War Medal (3333) and the Victory Medal (3332) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 974 Bartholomew David Cahill, 3rd Tunnelling company.

He collected the War Medal in Hobart on 12 January, 1922 and the Victory Medal on 15 March the same year. 
The Repatriation Commission (Hobart Branch) requested from Base Records on 31 March, 1922 if they would forward particulars of his service abroad.  This was prepared on 13 April, 1922 and dispatched on April 19 as per their request.
Bartholomew David Cahill passed away in the Repatriation Hospital Hobart on 7 June, 1923 aged 56 years.  
Announcements were placed in the:
Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion T of Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart.  

He has a Commonwealth War Grave.


Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:







Mrs Gertrude Cahill died in January 1928 at Coburg, Victoria and is buried at Fawkner Memorial Park, Roman Catholic Compartment I, grave 1176.  Her son Arthur Claude Nichols from her first marriage who died in 1955, and her granddaughter, Gertrude Iolene Erskine, nee Osmond, died 1982, were buried in the same grave are commemorated on the grave marker.
His name is commemorated on the Zeehan Municipality Roll of Honour.
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Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday August 19, 1896:


MARRIAGES


CAHILL—NICHOLS—On August 2, at Zeehan by the Rev. Father Murphy, B.D. Cahill, of Zeehan to Gertrude Nichols, of Hobart.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Tuesday October 3, 1905:


MINING


The tender of Mr B.D. Cahill has been accepted for driving on the Boss section.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Saturday December 23, 1911:


HOBART – PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS


W.H. Morris has been appointed to be superintendent of the Zeehan Fire Brigade in succession to B.D. Cahill resigned.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday December 1, 1915:


RECRUITING – THE ROSS CAMP


During the month recruits have been steadily entering the Ross camp, and the number of men now there totals nearly 300.  The following are the names of the men (63) who entered the camp on November 14, 15, 18, 22, and 25: P.D. Cahill,									Article abridged





Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915:


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: B. Cahill,									Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday December 20, 1917:


LETTER FROM THE FRONT – WORD FROM “BAT” CAHILL


Mr James Harrison, the Inspector of Mines for the Zeehan district, has received the following letter from Sapper B.D. (“Bat”) Cahill, from somewhere in France.  Writing under date September 30, he says—Just a few lines to let you know that I am still on deck and going pretty good.  We have been in this place 10 months now, it is only about four miles from Vimy Rodge, when had been taken from Fritz after three years fighting.  Loos is about three miles from Lens, and that is where a big stunt is coming off before you get this.  Lens is called the “coal city,” as there are about 20 big coal mines in and around it, and it has a population of 27,000 so you will see it is an important place, and I can assure you that Fritz is fighting hard for it at the end of what is called Black Country, and if he is driven from there, he will have to get his coal from Belgium and Germany, and that is a big item here, especially when it has all got to be brought in transports.





There are an awful lot of coal mines here in the North of France, and it is a treat to see the way they erect their machines and poppet heads.  





Everything is steel and well kept.  The mines are worked by men, boys, women and girls, and the farms are also.  This is s fine country in summer time, but a fair “beast” in winter.  Mount Read is a fool to this place, in comparison with cold and we are just starting to get a smell of it again.  We have got – guns in all here, and when there is a bombardment on you can imagine what a row there is, and let me tell you that the Boche has plenty of guns and ammunition, and he does not spare them.  He sends over gas shells by thousands when the weather is favourable and then it is masks on or out you go.  I have seen artillery men being led down the road blind, and the only pulled their masks off for a second every now and then to have a look at the gun sights.  I must take a pull, or you will think I am “heading them.”  Well, we are all in good health, so far, except Bill Birch, and he went to the hospital a few days ago; but there are a few of the boys left yet, including Tim Coulson, Herb Gatehouse, Bill Blaney, Bill Horsburgh, Jack Turner, Martin Berkery, C. Cook, G. Bourke and your humble servant (all in the one company.) 





Mercury Tuesday March 12, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THE LATEST LIST


The following soldiers have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.


LIST “L”


974 Pte Cahill, B.D., 3rd Tunn Coy.							


Article abridged





Yea Chronicle Thursday March 28, 1918:


AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY


(Information Bureau)


The following will serve as an illustration of the immense amount of trouble the information bureau of the Australian Red Cross Society (Victorian Division) goes to in order to obtain information for the relatives of soldiers who ask for such.  The instance here related refers to Sapper J. T. Wentworth, of Kerrisdale, and was furnished to his mother:


Our agents have now forwarded us the following further reports in regards to the death of the above-named soldier.


Pte B.D. Cahill, No. 974, 3rd Tunnelling Company, has stated: — “Wentworth was shot whilst sitting in a dugout, by accidental discharge of a rifle at Bracquemont billets, being shot through both legs.  I was there in another dugout the morning he was shot and went in shortly after hearing the shot.  He died at a hospital after amputation and is buried at Hersin cemetery.





Age (Melbourne) Wednesday April 17, 1918:


MORE WOUNDED RETURN – A CHEERING RECEPTION


Something of the old enthusiasm which welcomed troops returning from the travail of battle was seen yesterday, when a large batch of sick and wounded soldiers disembarked at Port Melbourne.  An enthusiastic crowd waved a greeting to the men as they passed from the long pier to the road that let to Melbourne.


The names of those who landed were published in List L in “The Age” of 11th March.  Victorians numbered 276, including 18 officers and one nurse.  Disembarkations for other States were: New South Wales 216; Queensland 109; South Australia 169: and Tasmania 53.  The Tasmanians will resume their voyage to-day, having been accommodated in the interval at Wirths’ Park Rest Home.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Saturday October 8, 1921:


CORRESPONDENCE – THE T.L.E. SECTION


Sir, In reference to the T.L.E. section, concerning which there have been opposite opinions recently expressed in your paper, I desire to state that the main shaft is 100ft deep and ore lode has been driven on south for about 214ft.  There was yellow pug formation 11ft wide in the face, when work was discontinued by the old company.  The lode has been stoped out in the bottom level, and the seconds were treated at the mill at the Tasmanian mine.  A crosscut was driven north to intersect the Laura hole (Hugove [blurred].  Although it went to the required distance, according to measurements, it never cut the lode, and work was then discontinued by the old company.  Since then there has been work done in the bottom level.  I worked in the mine from the inception of it to the finish, so I ought to know. —			Yours, etc.    


B.D. CAHILL - Hobart, October 4, 1921





World (Hobart) Saturday June 9, 1923 and Mercury (Hobart) Saturday June 9, 1923:


DEATHS


CAHILL—On June 7th, 1923, at the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, Bartholomew David (Sapper Third Tunnelling Co., A.I.F.) dearly beloved husband of Gertrude Cahill, Zeehan, aged 56 years.  Requicescat in Pace.





FUNERAL NOTICES


CAHILL—Friends are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of the late Sapper Bartholomew David Cahill, A.I.F., which will leave from the Repatriation Hospital, Barrack Square, Hobart, at 11 o’clock.  This Morning, arriving at Cemetery, Queensborough, at 11.30.


PIERCE F. KEATING Funeral Director





His Commonwealth War Grave in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart, Tas


Photo supplied by Dept of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday July 3, 1923:


NOTICES


ALL PERSONS having claims against the Estate of Bartholomew David Cahill, late of Zeehan, in Tasmania, Miner, Deceased, are required to lodge same with the Public Trustee, Macquarie-street, Hobart, on or before the Twenty-sixth Day of August next.


										HECTOR ROSS


										  Public Trustee





Zeehan Municipality Roll of Honour, Tas


Photo sourced from Places of Pride website submitted by Arthur Garland








