SAPPER JOSEPH BUTT
3715 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Joseph Butt stated he was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada about 1872 and his parents were Robert and Jane (nee Clark) Butt.  He came to Queensland, Australia and there is one Joseph Butt, sixteen, arriving on the royal mail steamer Taroba to Brisbane on 24 May, 1889 from England that maybe be him.
A description of the voyage was published in the:
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There is a Joseph Butt listed in Electoral Rolls from 1903 to 1913 working as a miner at Gowrie Coal Mine that a possibility.
At the recruiting depot in Warwick, Qld on 5 February, 1916 the forty-four-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Forms of Attestation describe him as 172cms (5ft 7½ ins) tall, weighing 58kgs (128lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-97cms (37-38ins) and a dark complexion, with fair vision in his brown eyes and black hair interspersed with grey.  Distinctive marks were tattoo designs on both forearms and backs of hands and three faint vaccination scars on left arm.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Jane Butt of Cornwall Island, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) from February 10 until 16 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.  Recruits were then sent to Rosebery Park, Sydney (2nd Military District) for further training 
The remainder of the No. 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3715 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:

[image: image2.jpg]



The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.
The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving the following day at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot and then taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Bailleul working on Hill 63 dugouts and Trench 121 at Ploegsteert in Belgium.
On 18 October, 1916 was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance with a pterygium (growth on conjunctiva of eye also called eye web) progressing to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station a day later.  On 5 November was admitted to the 35 General Hospital at Calais then invalided to England reporting to Headquarters, London before entering the 4th London General Hospital for treatment of pterygium (severe).
Next-of-kin was notified by Base Records of his illness and was improving in the London Hospital on 18 November and again of his improvement on 14 January, 1917 and progressing favourably on 26 March, 1917.

Was transferred on 17 April, 1917 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford until discharged to furlough on 11 May and to report the No. 1 Command Depot on May 26, 1917.   
Reported as ordered to the Perham Downs camp.

Sapper proceeded overseas on 9 July, 1917 from Southampton to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and returned to his unit on 10 July and re-joined five days later.
Went sick on 9 August, 1917 to the 12 Aust Field Ambulance with bronchitis then sent to the Divisional Rest Station with debility at the 13th Aust Field Ambulance.  
On August 13 was admitted to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples with debility until conveyed on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen to England and admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth with debility.  
On 19 September was discharged to furlough and reported on 25 September to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
A.I.F. Headquarters at Tidworth queried his present whereabouts on 8 January, 1918 and it was reported he was still on strength at the No. 4 Depot on 8 February, 1918.

On 25 August, 1918 was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after 49 days of curative care was discharged on 10 October, 1918 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the next day.

Sapper Butt embarked for Australia as an invalid on 8 November, 1918 for discharge in Australia due to debility and overage on H.T. Gaika.  Peace was declared several days later.

His name was among those soldiers returning and published in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 29 December, 1918.
On arrival in Melbourne troops put in complaints about the conditions on board during the voyage and the rationing scale of food provided to them.  News of the inquiry was published in the:

The soldiers returned to Queensland by special trains from Melbourne.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 8 February, 1919 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (18112) and the Victory Medal (17681) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 3715 Joseph Butt, 1st Tunnelling Company.

He was possibly part of the Soldier Settlers’ Scheme as from 1925 to 1930 there is a Joseph Butt, orchardist at Amiens, a rural locality not far from Stanthorpe, Queensland.
The Queensland Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 21 April, 1931.

In 1936 he is listed as an inmate at Dunwich, Moreton, The Island which was the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum on North Stradbroke Island.  
The Dunwich Benevolent Asylum was for the poor and destitute who because of age, accident, infirmity or otherwise could not care for themselves.  The majority of former soldiers admitted to the Asylum or from the Inebriation Institution were single in poor health with no family support, itinerant or inebriated men.

Joseph Butt passed away on 14 February, 1937 aged about 65 years and is recorded as being buried in the Dunwich Cemetery on North Stradbroke Island.  Over 8000 inmates were buried in Dunwich Cemetery but the iron markers on their graves were removed and lost long ago with few remaining.

His British War and Victory Medals were returned to Base Records and taken on charge in their store on 22 July, 1949. 
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Telegraph Monday May 27, 1889:


THE TAROBA’S TRIP


On a damp chilly afternoon of April 3, the Taroba moved slowly down the Thames and began a voyage that has passed pleasantly.  The Bay of Biscay acted well up to its reputation and made two days and nights very unpleasant.  When we entered the Mediterranean sunshine at one and the same time.  The Suez Canal passage was enlivened by British cheers who carried home soldiers who were bronzed with the Indian sun.  Entering the Red sea we passed a vessel which was the B.I.S.S. Kangara on her way to Bombay.  Since leaving Java we were entertained by the Christy minstrels giving their time for performances for our pleasure.  We arrived on Thursday Island on the morning of May 15 with two hours examinations by Dr Sailer, the health officer, who granted pratique and discharged our cargo and then continued our voyage to Cooktown for the 17th.  There was a strong wind obliging to carry the cargo to Townsville.  After a stay of 35 hours 118 immigrants left the floating home and we left for Bowen the next morning.


We safely landed in the capital on the 24th under the most auspicious celebrations—just as loyal Queensland was in the midst of her celebration of the Queen’s Birthday.					


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Saturday December 21, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – INVALIDS AND ANZACS ON LEAVE


The following invalided soldiers and Anzacs on furlough have been listed for return to Australia and are actually on route from abroad.


3715 Spr. Joseph Butt, 1st Tunn. Co., Warwick.						Article abridged





The West Australian Tuesday December 31, 1918:


RESULT OF INVESTIGATION – TRANSPORT GAIKA


An inquiry was begun to-day into complaints made by the men who arrived in Melbourne on Sunday by the transport Gaika.  The witnesses complained that they did not get enough to eat during the voyage home; that the food was badly cooked; and that on occasions the meat, butter and potatoes were so bad to render them unfit for human consumption.


After reviewing evidence, the staff officer for disembarkation (Major Greig) has reported to the district commandant that he found the butter and bully beef were not fit for human consumption.  The complaints arose through the Imperial requisition liner scale being less than the A.I.F. ration and he suggested that an issue of dried fruit daily would relieve the monotony of the diet.  





Looking toward Dunwich Asylum, North Stradbroke Island, Moreton Bay, Qld in 1938
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Remaining markers in a section of Dunwich Cemetery, North Stradbroke Island, Q
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