SAPPER MARTIN BURKERY
5288 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born Martin Berechree on 16 October, 1869 at Black River and registered at Horton, Tasmania as the third son of Francis (died 1888) and Mary (nee Brehemy died 1878) Berechree.  His name was also spelt as Burkery and alternated between the two during his life.
In 1891 he was listed on the Electoral Roll of Zeehan and a portion was published for corrections in the:

[image: image1.jpg]



He accepted a boxing challenge as advertised in 1892 in the:

By 1900 he was a horse driver working at Linda, near Queenstown and prosecuted in the Police Court as reported in the:


He worked as a baker in 1914 residing at Shaw Street, Zeehan.
At the recruiting depot in Ross, Tas (6th Military District) on 12 November, 1915 the single forty-six-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (147lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37½ins) and a fair complexion with poor vision in his right eye and poorer sight in the left eye and hair was grey.  Distinctive mark was a broken nose.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his sister Mrs Hannah Bramich of Boat Harbour, Wynyard and later changed to his cousin Mrs L. Lawler, Commonwealth Hotel, Rennison Bell, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
After basic training was allotted on 5 January, 1916 to No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps training up to 23 March, 1916 when recruits were sent to the Mining Reinforcements at Rosebery Park, Sydney, New South Wales (2nd Military District).  On 5 July was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) joining the September, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5288.
On September 30, 1916 Sapper Burkery was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and the soldiers marched into the No. 3 camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Sapper left from the Details camp at Perham Downs on 4 April, 1917 for the No. 1 Command Depot reporting to camp headquarters on April 10.  Proceeded to France on 10 May from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.

On 17 May marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 
Went sick on 31 May to the 8th Field Ambulance with herpes zoster (shingles – inflammation of skin by small blisters) and transferred to the 5th Divisional Rest Station.  On 16 June entered the 56th Casualty Clearing Station for clearance and returned to duty at the Entrenching Battalion on June 28, 1917.

Sapper was taken on strength on 8 September, 1917 with the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were permanently working on the tunnel systems at Hulluch in the Vermelles sector extending subways and dugout accommodation for garrison troops.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued on 30 September, 1917 for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company he was counted as still serving with his unit on 13 July, 1918.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 9 November and was on leave when Peace was declared and returned to duty on 23 November.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 29 January, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on 1 February and marched out for England two days later arriving the following day at the Overseas Training Brigade at Sutton Veny.

Sapper Burkery embarked as an invalid for discharge in Australia on the H.T. Khyber leaving on 31 March, 1919.  Base Records advised his cousin on 26 April that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 21 May, 1919 after quarantine with news of their arrival reported in the:


The soldiers for Tasmania fulfilled quarantine at Portsea, Tas then transferred to Devonport on the steamer Rotomahana and taken by special train to Launceston.  News of their arrival was covered in the: 

He appeared before the medical board and his statement of case reads:


States: “Kidney Disease in France” – 2 weeks in hospital – no wounds.








(Sgd.) M. Burkery



Present condition:
good



Referred for further treatment and report back [no date given]



Hobart 28/5/19.
Approved 29/5/19

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical board documents plus dates of arrival and discharge to Base Records on 10 June, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 1 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (6005) and the Victory Medal (5909) were issued to Sapper 5288 Martin Burkery, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

An advertisement for uncollected war medals and details for distribution was placed in the:


His medals were returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924 and a letter to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin was posted on 16 April, 1924 and reached him at Rennison Bell where he worked as a miner.  On 9 May, 1924 he returned their application form with his cover note to please forward any medals due to him to Rennison Bell, West Coast, Tasmania as he never received any up to date.  
The Medals Section of Base Records sent by registered post (7164) his medals which he receipted delivery on 30 May, 1924.

In 1928 he was a miner at Wilson River, Tas.

He went before the Police Court in 1928 and the following was published in the:

It appears he retired to Waratah as was listed there in 1936 and 1937 with no occupation.

Martin Berechree passed away in Spencer Hospital Wynyard on 31 October, 1942 aged 73 years.  Notices were placed in the:

L.H. Porter, Undertaker at Wynyard, Tas wrote to Base Records early in December, 1942 stating that he had been advised by the chairman of the Public Trustee to write to them to obtain regimental particulars, date of enlistment and discharge etc of Sapper Martin Berechree, Second Tunnellers Corps 1st A.I.F.  These particulars were required in order to obtain a grant towards funeral costs of the said Martin Berechree who died in Wynyard, Tas on October 31 and was buried by him on November 2nd.  The only clue he had to his military service was in his possession at time of death of a discharged Soldier’s Badge No. 129132.  The information was needed to secure the above and only obtained from them.
Base Records replied on 10 December, 1942 to his letter and advised that records were held for 5288 Sapper Martin Burkery, 3rd Tunnelling Company who would appear identical with the subject of the inquiry and was issued with a Returned Soldier’s Badge No.129132.  According to records this ex-member enlisted at Ross, Tasmania on 12 November, 1915 and discharged in Hobart, Tasmania on 1st July, 1919. 
There is no headstone or cemetery details for him.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Monday May 11, 1891:


ELECTORAL ROLL


The following list of names are selected from the Electoral Roll for the County of Cumberland, and embrace, as far as we can locate, all residents or others who are entitled to vote in Zeehan.


Martin Berechree									Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday January 6, 1892:


ACCEPTANCE OF CHALLENGE


On behalf of Martin Burkery, I accept Morris Evans challenge to stop Burkery in six rounds for a side wager of £6, to take place January 9th 1892 at Holman’s Hall, Dundas.


									A. CAMERON


								Railway Camp, Dundas-rd, Jan. 4, 1892.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday April 6, 1900:


QUEENSTOWN


Thursday.  At the Police Court to-day, before Commissioner Gilmore and Mr Seagrave, J.P., Sub-Inspector Weston proceeded against Martin Burkery for cruelty to a horse at Linda Valley.  Defendant pleaded guilty, says he was only the driver and not the owner.  The Commissioner severely reprimanded defendant, saying he was determined to put down needless cruelty to animals.  


The Bench was convinced it was a case of the owner he inflicted a fine of £5, or one month.  Two more drivers will be dealt with next week.  They are plying on the North Lyell-road, but on such a road it is impossible to work horses many days without their shoulders and legs becoming sore.





Argus Thursday May 22, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – MEN FROM S.S. KHYBER WELCOMED


After having spent eleven days in quarantine at Port Napier, the 467 Victorian troops who returned on the S.S. Khyber disembarked at Port Melbourne yesterday.  


The men who received a warm welcome from members of the public appeared to be in good health and spoke highly of their treatment on the way to Australia.


The number of motor cars available was insufficient to transport the troops from Port Melbourne and about forty of them returned to the ship from the depot in Sturt Street.


Otherwise the landing was efficient without incident, the men being granted leave until 10 o’clock to-day, when they must report to the Sturt Street depot.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday May 24, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – CONTINGENT BY THE ROTOMAHANA


The largest contingent of returning soldiers which have yet to come to Tasmania arrived at Devonport yesterday morning by the Rotomahana, after having fulfilled their necessary quarantine detention at Portsea.  The party is all numbered 210 and represented almost every part of the island.  A special train brought the northern portion to Launceston and the southerners, who numbered 101, also connected with a special train at Western Junction in the afternoon, and proceeded to their homes.


The soldiers were extended hearty welcomes along the North-Western line, and at Launceston they were met in the usual enthusiastic manner and conveyed to the barracks, via the principal streets, in motor cars, headed by the Reception Band.  They were subsequently dismissed, but are requested to again present themselves at the barracks at 9 o’clock this morning to go before the medical board.  Following are the names of those who returned:


Spr Burkery, M.										


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday September 19, 1923:


MEDALS FOR EX-SOLDIERS – LIST OF THOSE AVAILABLE


Medal for the following members of the A.I.F., are available at the barracks, Hobart between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.


Any communications about medals should be address S.O.I. and R.S., Barracks, Hobart.


Burkery, M. 3rd T.C.										Article abridged 





Police Gazettes Tasmania 1928:


Offender: Martin Burkery; Tried – Zeehan on 26 November, 1928 – unlawful possession (Police Act s 16 ss 1 part viii).  Fined £10 or 3 months.  Native of Tasmania.  Miner. B. 1869.  5ft 5ins, fresh complexion, grizzly hair, hazel eyes, broken nose.





Advocate (Burnie) Monday November 2, 1942:


DEATHS


BERECHREE—On October 31, at the Spencer Hospital, Wynyard, Martin, third eldest son of the late Francis Berechree of Boat Harbor; aged 73 years.





FUNERALS


BERECHREE—The funeral of the late Martin Berechree will leave St Brigid’s Church, Wynyard, THIS DAY (Monday), at 2.15 p.m., for the new public cemetery, Wynyard.


L.H. PORTER, Undertaker





BERECHREE—Members of the Wynyard sub-branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A, are requested to attend the funeral of the late Sapper Berechree (1st A.I.F.), leaving St Brigid’s Church, Wynyard, this day at 2.15 p.m.


				A.J. Hutchson, Secretary





Wynyard General Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Images of cemetery submitted by Keith Harrison








