SAPPER JOHN ANDERS BIRGER BURGESSON
5292 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Gothenburg is on the west coast of south western Sweden and during the 19th century fishing was the most important industry and the city flourished due to its foreign trading expeditions to China.  Johan Anders Birger Burgesson was born on 19 July, 1884 the son of Johannes and Aminda Burgesson.  

In the Register of Discharged Seamen 1912-1916 there is a J.A. Burgesson, native of Sweden, arriving in Australia on 26 March, 1913 on the steamer Period under Captain J.R. Spratt.  He was a fireman and had been paid in full gaining the remarks for conduct—very good, character—very good and qualifications—very good.  This could be him.
At the recruiting depot in Brunswick on 25 March, 1916 the single thirty-one-year-old cabinet maker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  The only particulars were his address at “St Elmo,” Banfield Street, Sandringham. 

Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 60.4kgs (133lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) having a sallow complexion with hazel eyes and fair-brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and tattoos—left arm Japanese woman, leaf with woman in costume, left hand anchor, ring over finger J; right arm, dragon, breast American coat of arms, wrist right, anchor, cross, heart, crown.  Religion was Swedish Church.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Aminda Burgesson, Mayoress 1:R4, Göteborg, Sweden.  He was sworn in the same day.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training commenced with A Coy 23rd Depot Battalion in Royal Park to 4 May, 1916 then transferred to the Miners’ training camp in Seymour, Victoria joining the September, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Company.  His rank was sapper with the regimental number 5282.
On September 30, 1916 Sapper Burgesson was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and the soldiers marched into the Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded from Folkstone to France on New Year’s Day 1917 on board the transport S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 12 January, 1917 was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 31 January, 1917 was admitted to the 4th Aust Field Ambulance with dental caries then moved to the 4th Divisional Rest Station and discharged to duty on February 8.

Proceeded on 6 March, 1917 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and attached on March 10 and taken on strength on 22 March, 1917.

Service continued without injury or illness and the 2nd Tunnelling Company was supervising the Aid Post in the Hindenburg Support Line where Perry Av enters it and two Machine Gun dugouts.  Work was concentrated on the Western end of the Flesquires Catacombs and exits so that the Catacombs could be used by troops of the Support Battalion.  Proper exits had to be made so that troops can come out into their positions of assembly without being observed from above and as much protection as possible provided.  

On 28 February, 1918 he suffered the effects of gas poisoning by mustard oil and admitted to the 149th Field Ambulance.  
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling reported the following:
“28/2/18




No. 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Division area being done by No. 1 Section was stopped.

Weather wet. 


Report on Gas Shelling Cases

The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 is situate sheet  57c Q 16 c 1.2

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”
Sapper was transferred to the 57th Field Ambulance then sent to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital in Rouen on 11 March.  Two days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and admitted to the Bath War Hospital the next day suffering gas effects and deafness.  On 27 March was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to furlough on March 30.
He was listed in the casualty list published in the:
Reported to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott remaining until 3 May then marched out for the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.
Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 25 May, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later then left to re-join his unit on 3 June, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was granted and taken from 3rd to 17 March, 1919.  At the Register Office at Southwark, London on 8 March, 1919 John Anders Birger Burgesson (33) cabinet maker (journeyman) of Catholic Club, Westminster Bridge Road was married by licence to Elsie Marguerite Rutland (23) spinster daughter of William Rutland (ladies master tailor), deceased.  She became his next-of-kin.
He returned to France re-joined his unit on 18 March, 1919. 

Orders were received on 10 May, 1919 to return to the Aust Base Depot and left there for England on May 16 arriving at Southampton the next day then marched in to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny  He marched out on 24 June, 1919 to 6 Eaton Place, London for special leave.
This leave was for Non-Military Employment (NME) from 25 June to 25 September, 1919 with pay only to learn cabinet making 1D3 attending F. Brinstead and Sons Ltd, Grafton Road, Kentish Town, London N.W.  The same day was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters from 2nd Tunnelling Company.  Leave was cut short as was recalled on 22 July on being placed on a boat for return to Australia.
Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Burgesson embarked for Australia on 26 July, 1919 on the transport Demosthenes.  His name was among those listed as returning in the:
The transport docked at Port Melbourne (3rd Military district) on 14 September, 1919.  Their arrival was reported in the:

Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service for him at Fernhill, Willis Street, Hampton, Vic on 21 October, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 9 February, 1920 as medically unfit.

He wrote to Base Records about 25 February, 1920 advising that his address was now “Sulby Glen”, Carew Street, Sandringham.  Acknowledgement was by printed card.

Their son was born later that year and announced in the:
The British War Medal (55235) and the Victory Medal (53854) were issued to wear by Sapper 5292 John Anders Birger Burgesson, 2nd Tunnelling Company.
These were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  The medals section contacted him and the Victory Medal posted and he receipted delivery slip on 12 May, 1923.  There is no receipt for the War Medal in his file.
They continued to reside at “Sulby Glen”, Carew Street, Sandringham with his occupation as a cabinet maker.

The following incident went to court in Sandringham and published in the:

During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army at Middle Brighton, Vic on 23 March, 1942 giving next-of-kin as Elsie Burgesson.  Discharge took place on 6 August, 1942 as a Private V357759 with the VDC 4th Battalion.  There is also another service number CV28257 with the Civil Construction Corps.
The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records who forwarded them on 19 December, 1949.

John Anders Birger Burgesson passed away on 12 September, 1957 aged 72 years.  Cremation took place the following day at Springvale Crematorium with ashes placed in the Church of England Cassia section.

Mrs Elsie Burgesson was cremated at Springvale on 10 October, 1966 and her ashes were placed in the same Cassia section.
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Herald (Melbourne) Tuesday March, 28, 1916:


SWORN IN AT BRUNSWICK


The following men enlisted at the Brunswick recruiting depot on Saturday: BURGESSON, J.A.B, Sandringham


											Article abridged





Herald (Melbourne) Saturday March 30, 1918:


WOUNDED


Spr J.A.B. Burgesson, Sweden.								Article abridged





Ballarat Star Thursday August 28, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – DEMOSTHENES LIST


Victorians aboard the Demosthenes, which sailed from England on the 26th July, are:


Spr Burgesson, J.A.B., Sweden								Article abridged





The Age Monday September 15, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – FAMILY PARTIES ARRIVE


The Demosthenes which arrived yesterday morning, had on board 133 soldiers, 101 wives and 19 children for Victoria.  A second transport—the Port Lincoln arrived later in the day with 42 soldiers 28 wives and 1 child.  The wives and children were taken in char-a-blacs to the Sturt-street depot and were treated with refreshments while the soldiers were undergoing the final examination.





Age Saturday October 23, 1920:


BIRTHS


BURGESSON— (nee Elsie Rutland)—On the 20th October, at “Hayington” private hospital, Sandringham, to Mr and Mrs J.A. Burgesson—a son (Jack Ernest).





Herald (Melbourne) Wednesday March 29, 1933:


STOLE FISHING ROD


Charles Tachell, painter, who lives in a boatshed on the beach at Sandringham, was fined £3 in default 14 days’ imprisonment, at the Sandringham Court today on a charge of having stolen a fishing rod and reel the property of John Burgesson, fisherman, of Sandringham.








