SAPPER NATHANIEL JOHN HOWELL BURGE
6874 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 8th Battalion
Nathaniel John Howell Burge was born in the district of Port Esperance, Tasmania on 15 July, 1892 the son of Nathaniel Gaffeney (died 1918) and Elizabeth Ann (nee Howell) Burge.   He was educated at the Queenstown State School.  He married on 26 May, 1913 at Strahan to Georgina Dalgrin and was a waterside worker at Strahan in 1914.
At the recruiting depot at Queenstown, (6th Military District) on 9 August, 1916 the married twenty-five-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination with his eighteen-year-old brother Frederick Burge.  
Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins) and had a fair complexion with grey eyes and fair hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Distinctive marks were a scar of axe wound on front of right ankle and a scar on front of right arm almost like a vaccination mark.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Georgina Burge of Queenstown, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their two children.  

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 
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The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken on August 30 at Claremont camp.  News of their transfer was reported in the:
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Final home leave was taken for the two brothers and reported in the:


His brother Private 6544 Frederick Burge was assigned on 21 October to the 21st Reinforcements to the 12th Battalion and left from Melbourne (3rd Military District) on the transport Port Lincoln on 20 October, 1916.

After basic training Nathaniel was allotted to the Miners Reinforcements on 8 October and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) for further instruction with the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6874.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  
It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore.

Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
At sea from midnight 23/1/17 to 24/1/17


Award:

Forfeits 2 days pay by Lt.-Col. E.M. Ralph


Total forfeiture:
3 days’ pay 25/1/17

The troopship left on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  
The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.

On 14 April, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  

Marched in to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 21 April, 1917 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Further discipline was issued as follows:



Offence:
While on active service 17/8/17 AWL from a working party



Award:

Forfeits 7 days’ pay 18/8/17

Sapper was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 20 November, 1917 from the Entrenching Battalion.  The company was situated at Dranoutre, Belgium and working on dugouts at Westhoek.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

His wife notified Base Records that her address was now Strahan, Tas and was entered on his records on 23 January, 1918.

On 2 February, 1918 was sent with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance then progressed to the 15th F.N.R.S. and returned to duty on February 5 re-joining the next day.

Was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 27 April, 1918 who had just moved from Saulty to Medlow camp in France.
His section was sent to the First School of Musketry for the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 as recorded in the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company as follows:


Sapper went sick on 29 June, 1918 to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance with Influenza then transferred to the 10th Canadian Field Ambulance and returned to duty on 4 July returning the next day.
Was sent to the Aust General Base Depot on 10 September, 1918 then left for the Aust Infantry Base Depot four days later and transferred from the 1st Tunnelling Company to the 8th Battalion and taken on strength on September 20.  His rank became Private.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and they remained on the front.

Private Burge went sick 16 December, 1918 to the 2nd Aust Field Ambulance with Influenza then moved to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station and re-joined his unit on December 21.

Orders were received on 15 May, 1919 to return to the Base Depot and left there crossing to England as part of Quota 54 and marched into the No. 1 Group camp to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Private Burge embarked for home on 4 July, 1919 on board H.T. Norman.  Base Records advised his wife on July 31 that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 18 August, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:

The soldiers for Tasmania were listed for return in the:

His return to Strahan was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 30 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical documents to Base Records on 29 October, 1919 along with dates of his return and discharge.

His Will was returned to the 6th Military District on 31 January, 1920.

As a member of the local RSL Association he organised a wood chopping competition as advertised in the:


For serving his country Sapper 6874 Nathaniel John Howell Burge 1st Tunnelling Company / 8th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (6924) and the Victory Medal (6724).

Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service for the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department on 15 January, 1924.

His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin.

He went to Base Records, Melbourne and collected both medals over the counter receipting delivery on 9 April, 1924.  His address was given as 218 Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy where he and his wife resided until 1927.
They moved in 1928 to 214 Fitzroy Street with his occupation as a labourer.  
The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded in October, 1930.

In 1931 they were listed in Electoral Rolls at 65 King William Street, Fitzroy and in 1934 at 278 Napier Street, Fitzroy.

Nathaniel John Howell Burge passed away on 3 October, 1934 aged 42 years.  Family notices and arrangements were placed in the:


Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion 0 of Fawkner Cemetery with in grave no. 694 on 5 October.
His name is commemorated on the Queenstown State School Roll of Honour.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Monday August 14, 1916:


MORE ENLIST


The following five men having enlisted for service abroad, have been passed as physically fit, and will shortly depart for the Claremont training camp:  Frederick Burge, Nathaniel John Howard Burge, Frank Atkins Amiquet, William Percy Preston, Thomas Arthur Jones. 





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday September 2, 1916:


RECRUITING – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men (15) entered Claremont camp on Thursday:  F. Burge, [N] M.J.H. Burge	     


										Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Monday September 25, 1916:


TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


Mrs Nat. Burge, of Queenstown, has received intimation that her son, Pte J. Burge, who was recently wounded in France, is now an inmate of an hospital at Middlesex, England, and is reported ill also.  He was injured in the face.  Mrs Burge has three sons in khaki, the other two, Ptes Nat. and Fred Burge, at present being home on final leave.





MUSKETRY:


	No. 1 Section 					19-6-18


Squad Sergeant: Sergt J. Curran  


Squad No. 4					First School MUSKETRY


					Fortnight ending 9-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


6874	“		Burge				20		12		20		52


Average per man			20.3		12.3		21.2


Total Average 54.3


	Possible           70	





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday August 19, 1919:


OUR SOLDIERS – NORMAN AND WINDHUK ARRIVE


MELBOURNE.  Monday—Arrangements in connection with the disembarkation from the steamer Norman passed off smoothly this morning, and 265 Victorians were dealt with expediently.  The troops for the other States were New South Wales 458, Queensland 118 and Tasmania 38.





Advocate Saturday August 23, 1919:


RETURNING PER H.T. NORMAN


Pte Burge, N.J.H., Strahan								Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday August 28, 1919:


STRAHAN – SOLDIER HOME AND COMING


By Tuesday’s train Private N. Burge, after and thence of a goodly period at the war, returned to Strahan.  He sprang a complete surprise on everyone, not even his wife knowing of his coming.  Mr J.E. Bastick and Mr E.J. Mitchell extended a hearty welcome to him and assured him of the public’s appreciation of the service he had rendered his country.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday April 22, 1920:


CHOPPING


R.S.S.I.L.A.


CHOP


ANZAC DAY


Entrance fee, 4/, Acceptance 2/


	N. BURGE.


	Strahan





Age (Melbourne) Friday October 5, 1934:


DEATHS


BURGE—On the 3rd October, at his residence, 278 Napier-street, Fitzroy, Nathaniel, loved husband of Georgina Burge, loved father of James and Georgina, aged 42 years, R.I.P.


BURGE—On the 3rd October, at 278 Napier-street, Fitzroy, Nathaniel (late A.I.F.), love son of Elizabeth and loved brother of Fred and Elsie (70 Donne-street, West Coburg) aged 42.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BURGE—The Friends of the late NATHANIEL H. BURGE (late 8th Btn A.I.F.) are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the new Melbourne Cemetery, Fawkner.  The funeral will leave his residence, 278 Napier-street, Fitzroy, THIS DAY (Friday) the 5th inst. at 2.p.m.
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State School Queenstown Roll of Honour held at the 


Gallery Museum, Queenstown, Tas


Photo sourced from Monument Australia website 


contributed by Arthur Garland








