LIEUTENANT NORMAN BULEY

3rd Tunnelling Company

Born at Ballarat, Victoria on 12 August 1884, Norman Buley was the son of Arthur Alfred and Laura Adeline (nee Osborne) Buley.  
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The 1914 / 1915 Electoral Rolls record Norman Buley, Mining Engineer, living at The Avenue Malvern East, Victoria, with his parents.

Norman Buley signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 8 February 1916, although records show he had been appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the Mining Corps on 11 December 1915. 
He stated he was born at Ballarat and was a Mining Engineer and Surveyor by occupation.   He recorded 10 years as a Volunteer Cadet in Victoria and one year as a Provisional Lieutenant at Waratah, Tasmania as his previous military service. 
Norman named as his Next-of-Kin his father, Arthur Alfred Buley of ‘Rhysswick’, Epping Street, Malvern East, Victoria.

On 20 February 1916 he embarked with the Mining Corps at Sydney on board Ulysses.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  
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The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

3ATC End-of-War Report records that at Embarkation No.4 Section was commanded by Lt B. Priestman, 2/Lt G.T. Crawshaw and 2/Lt N. Buley.  From 17 to 26 July 1916 he attended a Mine Rescue course conducted by the Company.  On 26 September 1916 he was transferred to No.1 Section.
On 14 November he reported sick and was admitted to hospital, re-joining his unit on 1 December 1916.  
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On 2 February 1917 he was promoted to Lieutenant.

He again reported sick on 23 February 1917 and was admitted to No.50 Field Ambulance with german measles.  On 24 February he was transferred to the 7th Stationary Hospital at St Omer and admitted with a mild case of german measles.  Discharged to duty on 7 March, he re-joined his unit in the Field the next day and during that month undertook Proto (Mine Rescue) re-training.
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On 17 December 1917, Lieut N. Buley was transferred from No.1 Section to No.2 Section, and on 15 January 1918 he was transferred from No.2 Section to Headquarters.

He reported sick on 1 June 1918 and admitted to 34th Field Ambulance with ‘not-yet-diagnosed’ mental problems.  He was transferred to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station the same day and then by Ambulance Train 24 to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux on 3 June.
He was transferred to England on 9 June with exhaustion and admitted to the Special Hospital for Officers at 10 Palace Green, Kensington.
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On 1 August 1918 the Special Hospital for Officers advised that special mental accommodation and attendance would not be necessary for his voyage to Australia.

Norman embarked for return to Australia on 24 August on board the City of Karachi.  On 30 August he was struck off strength of 3ATC.

On 24 October 1918 his Next-of-Kins’ address was amended to 48 Hawkesburn Road, Hawkesburn, Victoria.
Disembarking at Melbourne on 24 October 1918, his appointment as an officer in the A.I.F. was terminated on 22 November 1918. 

The 1919 Electoral Roll still records Norman Buley, Mining Engineer, living at The Avenue, Malvern East, Victoria.
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He was placed on the Retired List, Reserve of Officers (Engineers), on 1 October 1920.  The 1922 Electoral Roll records Norman Buley, Engineer, living at ‘Rhepwick’, Wattletree Road Malvern East, Victoria, with his parents and sister Mary Frances Buley.  On 24 August 1923 his father signed as receiving Normans’ British War Medal and Victory Medal.
In 1925 at the first meeting of the Tunnellers Old Comrades Association in England, Norman Buley is recorded as ‘Living - working at Golden Gate Consolidated N. L., Mathinna, Tas’.

In November 1926 he was an applicant for a temporary employment with the Commonwealth Public Service and in December his service history was provided to the Commonwealth Public Service Inspector, Adelaide, South Australia.
The 1930 Electoral Roll records Norman Buley, Engineer, living at Captain’s Flat, Queanbeyan, NSW.

The 1931 Electoral Roll records Norman Buley, Surveyor, living at Monarch Gold Mine, Omeo Road, Harrietville, Victoria.

In September 1932 his medical and service records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Melbourne, Victoria.

The 1934/1936/1937 Electoral Rolls record Norman Buley, Engineer, living at 3 Erica Avenue, Gardiner, Victoria, with his mother.


The 1942 Electoral Roll records Norman Buley, Draughtsman, living at Tatura, Victoria.
The 1943 Electoral Roll records Norman Buley, Mining Engineer, living at Dittman, outside Proserpine, Queensland.

Norman Buley died at Tatura, Victoria aged 60 years. 
He was buried with his parents at St Kilda Cemetery, Melbourne, Victoria, at Presbyterian, Compartment C, Grave 291 


©  Donna Baldey 2021
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Norman Buley was a member of 3ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia August 1918.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up to the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of 19 July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and was engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.
On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.
The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

By June 1918 when Norman suffered exhaustion / mental instability, his unit had lost 73 members killed in action, died of wounds or of illness.
Among the losses, including three 1ATC officers, were Glyndwr Evans, Wilfred Avery, Arthur Tandy, Leslie Coulter, Charles Whyte and Sgt Macklam Kerby, all of whom had attended the School of Mines Ballarat when Norman was there.  John Anderson, a former volunteer cadet from Ballarat who possibly served with Norman before enlisting was another to lose his life in action.

Arthur Alfred Buley





His father was a Schoolmaster at Ballarat 1903 to 1909 and Electoral Rolls record him as a teacher in the years 1912 thru 1931.  He was also an Officer in the 3rd Battalion Infantry from September 1885 and was promoted to Captain in April 1895, a rank he held until transferred to the Retired List in September 1907.





Norman attended the School of Mines at Ballarat. 








SMB Magazine Committee, 1905. Standing : Edgar J. McConnon (Mining Engineering); C. Macginnis (Hon. Treasurer); S. Hepburn (Hon. Treasurer); G. Evans (Metallurgy); William Figgis (Geology & Sports Editor); J. Grant (Electricity); G.V. Anderson (Chemistry).


Sitting L-R: H. Eklund (Metalurgy), N. Buley (Business Manager); J.R. Reid (Editor), J. Adam (Editor); P. Pratt (Sports)(Cat.No.5754)


According to the report on the Students' Annual Re-Union, 1905, (p. 13) "The annual smoke-night and presentation of prizes won at the sports took place at Craig's Hotel on May 14th.  Although the attendance was not as large as on former occasions, the function passed off very successfully, under the presidency of Professor A. Mica Smith, who was supported by Mr. F. J. Martell, and several members of the staff, including Professor G. J. Dawbarn, Mr. H. R. Murphy and Mr. E. J. McConnon.


Mr. E. McConnon gave a rollicking rendition of "The Three Jolly Smiths" during the night.


Significance


E. J. A. McConnon was a sub-editor, along with W. Figgis, G. Evans, H. Eklund, V. G. Anderson, J. Grant, P. Pratt and L. Seward. J. A. Reid and J. Adam were editors of the magazine, while C. McGennis was treasurer and N. Buley the business manager. The Ballarat School of Mines Students' Magazine was published about the middle of each term. Subscriptions were two shillings per year or two shillings and threepence posted. A single copy was sixpence.





Beaumont,       Buley,       Charles,       Elliott,





Crossley,  Robin,  Pearce,  Stanger-Leathes,  Treloar,  Coulter,





Bieske,       Davenport,       Seward (capt.),       Clinton,





Ditchburn,       Dawson,       Campbell





School of Mines Football Club - 1907








The Ballarat Star, Victoria – Thursday 13 June 1907:


Personal Items


Mr Norman Buley, a well-known School of Mines student, left Ballarat last night, for Wallaroo (S.A.), where he has securerd a remunerative position.  Prior to the departure of the train, Mr Buley was given a presentation as a token of esteem from his fellow students, who gave him a hearty send off in the established S.M.B. fashion, as the train moved off.





The Ballarat Star, Victoria – Thursday 16 March 1911:


Personal Items


Three diplomas have just been issued by the Ballarat School of Mines Council.  Mr Percy E. Marmion, who is now practising as an engineer in London, has been awarded the diploma for mining engineering, and becomes a fully qualified associate of the School.  Mr Norman Buley has secured the diploma for metallurgy, and has also completed his examinations in mining engineering and geology, while Mr Loyal H. Finch become a qualified engineering draughtsman.





‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David











The Ballarat Courier, Victoria – Friday 24 November 1916:


LETTERS FROM THE FRONT


IN THE FRENCH LINES.


INTERESTING LETTER.


Writing from the French front, Lt R. E. (sic) Clinton, in a letter to a Ballarat friend, stated he had just returned to the front line after six days' light duty at headquarters' camp.  "Frank Brind is my relief officer, so has just gone down for a spell.  He is well and hearty, and sends his regards to all old pals.  Ernie Fraser, an old School of Mines boy, has lost his right arm; Alex Campbell, also a SMB boy, late of Broken Hill, is seriously wounded.  Have not seen Graham Coulter lately, but hear he is fit and well.  Mjr Les Coulter has resumed his command after being in Blighty wounded. He got his DSO for a stunt up that way.  Sgt M. Kerby, son of the late mine manager of the Last Chance, got his D.C.M. also.  Lt Norman Buley was there also, fit and well.  The anti-conscriptionists ought to be slugged pretty hard, as people, even if they cannot see their way clear to help beat the lines, should not try and hinder others from doing their duty to their country.  Although we are going to win, it will still take time, men, and money.  But no thanks are due to the shirkers, and the thing that galls one is to think that these wasters and parasites reap the benefit of the battles fought by the genuine ones.  I am pretty hard-hearted, but when I see the fine troops going into action, and the number of old pals who never return, it brings a lump into the throat.  All the English officers I meet cannot too highly praise the Australians.  There are none better, and not too many to equal them.  The casualties, however, have been heavy; but this is to be expected in modern warfare, especially to the attacking force.  The surprise packet sprung on Fritz was the tanks, which crawl over everything, including barb wire entanglements, machine gun emplacements, sand-bag parapets, dug-outs, trees, &c.  They are just 'It.'  


The Hun does not keep many observation balloons up nowadays as our air men dive on them, shoot liquid into them, and in less than a minute the balloon is a column of smoke.  


Contd.





Continues


Lt Bert. Carroll, of Pleasant street, is in our company.  Our job is a slow one, but we keep plugging away, although we sometimes have to wait a long time for results.  But I can tell you things hum some at times.  Ypres is only a scrap of ruins.  Glad to hear that the boys are stirring up the shirkers.  If they only realised how near we were to being ruled by the Hun it might stir them up a bit.  However, don't think there is any doubt as to the ultimate issue now; but we want to finish up strongly, so as to break them completely and dictate terms of peace.  I hear that Russia has 20,000,000 reserves, and is equipping them at the rate of a million in six weeks at present.  Of course, this is only possible with the aid of Great Britain.  Australia is responding well, financially, to the call; but I suppose people realise what it means to have the freedom of the British Empire.  The French are fighting valiantly.  They lost very heavily over the Verdun stunt, but not so badly as the German.  The French 75's are marvels.  They fire 21 shots a minute, have a fairly long range, and are accuracy itself.  We have some guns that throw a projectile over a 400 yards range at the rate of 30 a minute, the charge being about 15lb gross.  Our heavy TMS have a 1000 yards range, 180lb mortar, 30 an hour, make a crater 30ft in diameter and 13ft deep.  The Hun Minnie Werfer, 220lb mortar, makes a crater about 15ft in diameter and 12ft deep.  So you see we are getting ahead of the enemy in that regard.  Heard the latest cruisers in the Navy just launched gave speed trials of 39 knots an hour, and are to carry 17-inch guns.  This war is bringing out the brains of our nation all right.  Have seen some of our aeroplanes riddled with bullets and still going strong.  They are being made as safe as steamboats nowadays.  The latest French battle planes have a speed of 125 miles an hour, and carry two machine guns, and are very strong."





Lt Frank Brind, 1ATC


Capt Ernest Harold Fraser, 27th Bn Gallpoli, wounded - arm amputated December 1916, trans to 6FCE, RTA January 1919


Major Alexander George Campbell DSO, MiD, 8th Bn, RTA May 1919





The officers of 3ATC were photographed on 5 May 1917, the anniversary of their arrival in France.  Norman Buley was back row standing 1st on left. 





The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Thursday 4 July 1918:


414th Casualty List


Victoria


ILL


Lieut. Norman Buley, E. Malvern (V).





The Inverell Times, NSW – Friday 21 November 1919:


THE TERRIORITY


DARWIN'S MIXED RACES,


AN INVERELLITES IMPRESSIONS.


Mr. E. E. Singleton, who is a member of the Government prospecting party in the Northern Territory, writes from Pine Creek to the Editor: —


'We had a splendid trip up on the Montora, Mr. Norman Buley was waiting for us with a motor car at the pier when we arrived at Darwin, and took us all to the Victoria State Hotel. 


…….


Mr. Buley, the geologist, and Superintendent took two men and a black boy and pushed on with riding and pack horses to the head of the Katherine, and will come back by the Alligator, and Mary Rivers.  	Article Abridged











News, Adelaide, SA – Friday 26 November 1926:


Finding Work


Norman Buley, Goodwood:-"S. D." in dealing with the unemployment question says that the vast spaces are still empty and the calls of squatters and farmers for men go unheeded.


It is good for the cocky farmer or the pastoralist to see his bird approaching on shanks' mare, particularly if he looks workmanlike and can use an axe or dig a posthole.  "Yes," says Mr. Farmer, "I can give you one or two days' work." He keeps him at it until the fencing is done or the crop is in.  If there is a selection of talent short notice is the rule, and a better man soon fills the breach.


I have seen long tramps and mighty little at the end of it all.  The man is right where Mr. Farmer wants him with his tongue hanging out for a job, and often working a dead horse into the bargain.


Perhaps the opening of the Commonwealth line works in the extension from Oodnadatta will solve all this tangled skein, and the Christmas nightmare of having not a feather to fly with and no prospect of a job will vanish like mists before the sunrise.


The Labor Exchange must handle this plight right quickly, canvass landed proprietors. ascertain what work is to be done, and have it performed by approved men under good conditions or contract prices.





Gippsland Times, Victoria – Thursday 28 November 1935:


OMEO


Mr. Norman Buley formerly surveyor at the Maude mine, is now conducting a comprehensive geological survey at Sunnyside.





The Courier-Mail, Brisbane, Queensland – Monday 8 December 1941:


Employment Wanted


MINING Engineer and consultant of Twenty-live years' standing all states and Territory, will consider offer survey and investigation of accredited gold, tin, or mineral rights, alluvial or lode mining, either here or North.  Apply Mr. Norman Buley, A.S.M.B., Acting Surveyor, etc., Kelsey Creek Mines, Pty.. Dittmer, N.Q.





Photo of gravestone sourced from Find a Grave


https://www.findagrave.com/


Photo added by Reid Matheson





Norman Buley former footballer and scholar from the School of Mines Ballarat enlisted as an 2nd Lieutenant in 1915 age 31.  He had served 10 years as a voluntary cadet and another year in Tasmania.  Buley arrived in Marseilles 8 June 1916 and immediately transported by train to Hazebrouck.  By November 1916 he was sick in hospital for two weeks then in late February 1917, he was again ill for two weeks with German Measles, the following month, on March 23, he was recommended for Lieutenant.  On 31 July 1917 Buley joined the2nd Tunnellers.  By June 1918 he began a series of hospital admissions related to mental instability, exhaustion pr a ‘nervous breakdown’ which saw him ultimately being sent home on 24 August 1918.


Mining Mud & Medals, page 80: Buley, Norman entry - abridged





The summer months were kinder to the company (3ATC) than those of the preceding autumn and, in June, the company lost only two men.  By this time, however, two years on the front line had presented an enormous challenge for Lieutenant Norman Buley, one of the officers who left Australia aboard HMAT Ulysses with the Australian Mining Corps.  He suffered a nervous breakdown in early June and was evacuated to hospital in England before returning to Australia.  Men like Norman Buley, of whom there were many examples, keenly volunteered for war but found that the relentless emotional and physical brutality of warfare was beyond their personal capacity to endure.  There was no shame attached to their service, no matter how brief.  A close study of photographs taken in the field clearly reveals emotional strain on the faces of men who lived and worked near the front lines on a daily basis.  While the men’s mouths may betray the hint of a smile in these photographs, their eyes rarely do.  The same sentiment applied to men such as Sapper 7715 Alexander Welch who died at the end of June, not in the heat of battle or gallantly saving a mate, but of pneumonia.  All these men, like Norman Buley and Alexander Welch, who volunteered to fight and endure the horrors of war, deserve respect and admiration, no matter how their service ended.


Crumps and Camouflets, Damien Fleming, page 334





Special Hospital for Officers


10 Palace Green, Kensington, W8 4QA


Medical dates: 1915 – 1923


Medical character: Military - Mental





At the beginning of WW1 Lord Knutsford (1855-1931), Chairman of the London Hospital House Committee, had been approached by various doctors who had told him that cases of neurasthenia had never been recognised as war-shock during the Boer War, and that this situation should never happen again.  Lord Knutsford therefore approached the War Office to obtain a sanction to form his own committee to raise funds for a hospital for shell-shocked army officers.  He stipulated that he should be allowed to manage this committee without interference or red tape.


He consequently made a public appeal to raise £10,000 to open the hospital.  The executors of the late Lord Rendel generously allowed No. 10 Palace Green, a house built in 1905,  to be used for the purpose.


Soon £11,780 had been subscribed and it was hoped that this would be enough to support the hospital for two years.  Members of the public also donated useful items of furniture - a large round table for the hall, a Chesterfield couch and several deep-seated armchairs.


The building was adapted to hold 33 patients in separate rooms and the Special Hospital for Officers opened in January 1915, with Queen Alexandra and Princess Victoria making a private visit.  The staff consisted of a Matron, 3 trained nurses and 3 probationers.  The War Office referred patients suffering from functional neuroses, traumatic neurasthecia and the milder psychoses.  However, the accommodation soon proved inadequate for the number of cases and in May a large mansion in Campden Hill, Moray Lodge, was also acquired.  (By November, Latchmere House in Ham Common had also been acquired by the committee and opened as a special hospital, treating officers with severe psychoses.)


By June 1918 the house next door, 11 Palace Green, had also been taken over.


The Hospital continued to function until the 1920s under the control of the Ministry of Pensions. 


Source: https://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/palacegreen.html








