SAPPER JOHN LAWRENCE BUCKHAM
5291 – 1st Tunnelling Company

[image: image1.jpg]%
oy
>,4 3.



Stawell, Victoria was stated to be the birthplace of John Lawrence Buckham on 21 September, 1873 the son of George and Teresa (nee Ponsoby).  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia where in 1902 he was a witness in the Warden’s Court reported in the:
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In 1907 he was again a witness in a Warden’s Court at Black Range, W.A. and his testimony is as follows from the:

At the recruiting depot at Youanme, W.A. on 14 March, 1916 the forty-two year old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins).  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Kate Ellsworth of 24 Raleigh Street, Windsor, Victoria.  

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the: 

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 20 March, 1916 where he signed and took the Enlistment Oath and assigned to the 54th Depot Battalion for basic training.

On 10 May, 1916 was allotted to the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, 
Victoria joining the September Reinforcements. The new recruits were photographed at Seymour camp and published in the:

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5291.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper Buckham was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 marching into No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the next day for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 January, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the following day.

He went sick on 13 February, 1917 to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  On 24 February was invalided to England from Calais on the hospital ship Brighton and admitted a day later to the Norfolk War Hospital with Broncho-pneumonia until discharged to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall on April 3.  
His name appeared in the 251st Casualty Lists published in the:
Furlough was granted on 18 April and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on May 4.  Arrived from Headquarters as ordered but two days later went sick to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  After fifteen days curative care was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on May 19, 1917.

On 21 June, 1917 was moved to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs and two days later left for camp Headquarters of the Overseas Training Brigade.

Sapper proceeded overseas from Folkstone on 4 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day then moved to the 1st Aust Entrenching Battalion on August 11 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On November 20, 1917 Sapper was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field at Dranoutre.

He went sick on December 26, 1917 to the 1st Aust Field Ambulance being admitted with Haemorrhoids and four days later was conveyed by Ambulance Train No.17 to the 54th General Hospital for further treatment.  
On 2 January, 1918 was moved to No. 3 Rest Camp then marched out on January 6 to the Medical Board in Boulogne and afterwards sent at the A.G.B.D. the next day. 
He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for overseas service.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

He gave a statement to the Red Cross Bureau while in Havre in regards to missing members of the 1st Tunnelling Company dated 8 January, 1918 as follows:

On 18 January, 1918 Sapper returned to England from Havre for Permanent Base Duty at the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott then moved on 20 February, 1918 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth to await his voyage home.

Sapper Buckham embarked for discharge in Australia on 12 March, 1918 due to haemorrhoids and premature senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning) on the H.T. Kenilworth Castle to Durban where the soldiers were transhipped to the transport Field Marshall departing on 23 April, 1918.
His name was among those returning listed in the:


The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 15 May, 1918 and he was admitted to the No.8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle until discharged on 29 May, 1918.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 12 June, 1918 as medically unfit.

His overseas service earned Sapper 5291 John Lawrence Buckham, 1st Tunnelling Company the British War Medal (13926) and the Victory Medal (13670).

These were not collected at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924 where a letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin, namely care of Mrs K. Ellsworth, 24 Raleigh Street, Windsor, Vic. on 9 October, 1924.  He applied for his medals which were posted by registered post (1953) on 12 December, 1924.

He was listed residing at Parker’s Camp, Nanga, W.A. working as a railway fettler in 1922 and 1924.  In 1931 his residence was at 62 Cromwell Road, South Yarra with the occupation of labourer.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service from Base Records which was sent on 2 December, 1930.
On 8th May, 1933 he applied for a copy of his Discharge and declared in a Statutory Declaration that his original was lost “shifting from 62 Cromwell Road, South Yarra to 514 Albert Street, East Melbourne about 24 September, 1932.”  Base Records sent their Statement of Service dated 8 May, 1933 to him.

During 1937 his address went from 165 Drummond Street, Carlton to 388 Queen Street, Melbourne West and had retired.

John Lawrence Buckham died on 19 April, 1938 at the military hospital Caulfield aged 68 years and his death was registered at Campbellfield, Victoria.  His demise was announced in the:

He was buried at Melbourne General Cemetery, Carlton North, Victoria at Plot MGC-RC-Comp-S-No-1019A, the same grave his mother had lain in since her death on 19 September 1914.

His sister contacted Base Records of his death and her address for any later correspondence was noted on 17 June, 1938 as Mrs H. Bird, 52 McNae Street, Moonee Ponds, Vic. 
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Murchison Times and Day Dawn Gazette (Cue) Thursday 17 July, 1902:


WARDEN’S COURT


LEASE 1152 – PERJURY SOMEWHERE


At the Cue Warden’s Court on Wednesday, T. Ryan again applied for the forfeiture of lease 1152, owned by E.L. Lloyd, but registered in the name of C.H. Ethell.


At 7.30 a.m. on the 4th he went again on the lease and stayed there until 8.30; was quite certain no one went on the lease; at 12 noon, with J. Buckham, again went on to the lease.


John Buckham, deposed: On the 4th July at about 12 noon, went on the lease 11.30 with Cotterall.  Looked down the shaft and saw no one was working.  Remained about an hour; was not again on the lease; there were no signs on the surface of work having been done.  Could not see if there were any tools there.														Article abridged





Black Range Courier and Sandstone Observer (WA) Saturday May 18, 1907:


BLACK RANGE WARDEN’S COURT


He received £50 from Gorrie in March, but there was no account; then he received £45 5s at the Club Hotel, Buckham being present at the time. 


Gorrie had made a list up, and he saw Buckham looking over the account.  The accounts were not shown to him, but he made no protest at the time.


John Buckham deposed that he was a miner residing at Hancock’s.  In conversation with Gorrie about the ground, defendant said that Gleeson had not turned out to work for some days, and he had treated him well, only having kept one-eighth more in the mine than plaintiff.  They had a talk about the division of shares at another time, and they were dividing figuratively for a considerable period, but without satisfying anybody.


To Mr Jeavons:  He was present at the Club Hotel when Gorrie paid Gleeson £45 5s.  Gorrie said there was one-eighth out of that and Gleeson made no objection at the time.				Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Tuesday March 21, 1916:


YOUANME RECRUITS


On Tuesday, March 14, Dr Juett examined recruits at Youanme with the following results:


FIT


James Arthur Rogers, John Buckham, Joseph Allen, Alexander Johnson, Charles Nicholson, Rupert Henry Cox, Ernest Wood, Nelson Victor Page, Frank Fulton, Michael Green.





Western Mail Friday May 26, 1916:


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MINERS WHO HAVE ENLISTED


(Photograph taken at the Seymour Camp, Victoria)


Front Row: W.H. Smith (Mount Magnet), W. Campbell (Menzies), W. Dabb (Kalgoorlie)


Sitting: A. Gaston (Ashburton), J.L. Buckham (Youanme), C.A. Barker (Kalgoorlie), J. Ruddock (Laverton), J. Rogers (Peak Hill), J.E.A. Lavery (Norseman), J. King (War?) W. Carman (Perth)


Standing: W.T. Driver (Perth), W.J. Henrich, (Kalgoorlie), J. Graves (Boulder), L.W. Partridge (Menzies), G. Granger (Kalgoorlie), J.H. Maher (25-Mile), E.F. Pearce (Coolgardie), J.F. Lewis (Fremantle)





Daily News (Perth) Thursday March 22, 1917 & Kalgoorlie Miner Friday March 23, 1917:  


ILL


	Spr J.L. Buckham, Windsor, (V.)						Article abridged








Havre											8th January, 1918


										Spence, W.J. No. 5634


										Armstrong, F. No. 5278


Missing 1.10.1917


I knew Frank Armstrong of the Queensland Tunn. Co.  He was a miner – tall, fair aqualine nose.  I also  knew Bill Spence of the 1st Tunn. Co.  His people lived in Victoria, but he enlisted in W.A.  He was short, dark, moustache, age 40 or so and he was a Roman Catholic.


These two and Skillen were on a ration party on the Menin Road on the 1st October and men seem to have been blown into a shell hole or something.  They were never seen again.  They could not be prisoners as there was a big barrage on.


The general opinion among the men is that they were blown to pieces.


							Inf. Pte J.L. Buckham No. 5291


							1st Aust Tunn. Co.  	


Australian Camp, Rouelles


This report was confirmed by Pte S. Lovett, No. 170 of the 1st Tunn. Co. at Rouelles.





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday May 14, 1918:


RETURNING SICK AND WOUNDED


Perth, May 12


The following sick and wounded are en route for West Australia:


	Sap. J.L. Buckham								Article abridged





The Age Saturday April 23, 1938:


DEATHS


BUCKHAM.—On April 19, at Caulfield Military Hospital, John L. Buckham, (late A.I.F.), age 63 years.  Interred privately.


At rest.


—Inserted by M. Bird, Moonee Ponds.








