SAPPER WILLIAM BROWN
7493 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Warwickshire, England was the birthplace of William Brown in 1874 the son of Allen and Emma (Eglinton) Brown.  He came to the Ipswich district of Queensland and worked as a miner.  On 2 December, 1903 he married Sarah Brennan and they made their home at Brassall.

At the recruiting depot in Ipswich on 17 May, 1917 the forty-three-year-old married mine manager applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

The next day Attestation Forms were completed and describe him more weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a fair complexion good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on the palm of his hand.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Sarah Brown of Holmes Street, Brassall, Ipswich.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the Pioneer Depot Battalion from 21st to 25th June then allotted to the Miners’ Depot until 17 July, 1917.  After final home leave from 30 June to 5 July was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victor for further instruction and later placed with the April, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with Hargraves & Hargraves, Solicitors, Ipswich, Qld.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7493.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On 14 November, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Four days later marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion and attached for duty with the 3rd Pioneer Battalion.

The 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He returned to the Entrenching Battalion on December 13 and taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were working on the programme of work on Dugouts in Old German Lines at Hill 70, Loos sector.
The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following in their monthly report:
      “45 Sappers as reinforcements marched in during Dec., 1917 and were taken on strength of the Company.”
Blue Chevrons were issued on 8 August, 1917 to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
On 24 March, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action suffering the effects of gas poisoning from a gas shell attack and taken to the 130th Aust Field Ambulance progressing to the 51st Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary noted the following on the attack:

“On 24/3/18 the following were gassed at Givenchy:-

4543 Spr.  Black, J.C.


5784  Spr.  Millane, J.A.

4466   “    Thomas, J.H. 


3344    “    Carrington, W.  
6885   “    Montgomery, H.R.

6768    “    Brewer, J.R.   
1151   “    Sandercott, W.

7493    “    Brown, W.”
Sapper was moved to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer on March 27 until 1 April then to the 10th Stationary Hospital.  A transfer to the 7th Convalescent Depot followed then went to the 5th Rest Camp in Ecault and returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles returning to his unit on April 20.
Base Records regretted to advise his wife on 9 April, 1918 that it was reported that her husband had been wounded suffering effects of gas.  His address for correspondence was included.
This news was shared in the:
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He received comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie ladies committee and signed a letter of thanks which was reprinted in the:


Leave was taken from 3 November and while on leave Peace was declared and returned to duty on November 21.

Orders were received on 27 January, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on 1 February, 1919 and they departed on February 3 crossing to England and marched in to the Overseas Training Brigade at Sutton Veny the following day.

William had been a member of 3ATC from December 1917 until his return to Australia in May 1919.
3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up to the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of 19 July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and was engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.
On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

His Kit was inspected on 27 February at the Sutton Veny camp with the Inventory showing the following items:


Badge hat, ankle boots with laces, brushes – shaving & tooth, 2 prs drawers, fork, knife


Spoon, khaki felt hat, holdall, housewife, cardigan jacket, razor & case, flannel shirt, 2 singlets,


2 prs woollen socks, chin strap, towel, 2 collar badges, breeches, service dress jacket, putties,


4 Australia titles, comforter cap, identity disc with cord, woollen gloves, knife clasp & lanyard.
Item withdrawn was the:


Woollen gloves.

He was issued these items on discharge from hospital:


Universal kit bag, braces, hair brush, dungaree jacket, flannel shirt, pr socks, dungaree trousers,

Sea kit bag

On 28 March the following items were withdrawn from his kit:


Fork, knife & spoon

Sapper Brown embarked as an invalid for Australia on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  
Base Records advised his wife on 25 April that he was returning home.
In the list of returning soldiers he was mentioned in the:

The Khyber entered Port Phillip Heads on the morning of 12th May, 1919 and left the same morning for Sydney, arriving there on 14th May.  
The troopship continued the voyage to Brisbane (1st Military District) and the returning soldiers transhipped to the smaller transport Beaver to the Kennedy Wharf on the Brisbane River.  
News of their arrival was reported in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on 21 May, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:


No disability:

Sgd.  W. Brown



Recommendation:
Demobilise






Dentally fit

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 13 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (31006) and the Victory Medal (29330) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 7493 William Brown, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

He returned home to Brassall, via Ipswich.

In 1925 the couple were still at Holmes Street, Brassall with his occupation as a miner.  In 1943 they were 
at Holdworth Street, North Ipswich with the same occupation where they remained.
William Brown passed away on 24 September, 1956 aged 82 years.  
Cremation took place in Ipswich General Cemetery and ashes placed in columbarium wall 5, east side, row 4 in single niche no. 20.

Mrs Sarah Brown died on 29 October, 1959 at 77 years of age with ashes in niche no. 19. 
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Queensland Times (Ipswich) Saturday May 19, 1917:


LOCAL RECRUITING


Aldred Eric Waite, Toogoolawah, William Brown, Brassall and Joseph Wainwright, Tivoli were accepted for active service yesterday.  One volunteer was deferred.





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Friday April 19, 1918:


MILITARY ITEMS


On Monday last, Mrs W. Brown of Brassall, received notice from the Base Records, Melbourne, dated the 9th of April, that her husband, Sapper W. Brown, had been a victim of the recent gas raid “somewhere in France.”





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee—W. Brown,               Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday May 7, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.


H.T. KHYBER


7493 Spr. W. Brown, 3rd Tun. Coy., Ipswich						Article abridged





The Brisbane Courier Thursday May 22, 1919:


HOME AGAIN -THE KHYBER CONTINGENT


A batch of 252 men, returned to Australia by the Khyber, were landed from the Beaver at the Kennedy Wharf at 1.30 p.m. yesterday.  Captain E. Murphy, O.C. came with the soldiers, and in the full list there was only one cot case—not serious.  A few English brides were noticed aboard.  The wharf and environs were crowded with welcoming friends and spectators.  The State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving) apologised for the absence of the Governor, and offered a hearty welcome on behalf of the Commonwealth.  Mr Gillies (Minister for Justice) also offered welcome.  The mayor (Alderman C.P. Buchanan) and Alderman Oxlade, Mr W.G. Graham (Under Secretary for Lands) and Mrs Graham (sister of Captain Murphy, O.C. were also present.





Their plaques at Ipswich General Cemetery, Qld


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Ipswich Soldiers’ Roll of Honour - 2 ‘W. Brown’s honoured


Photo taken by Secretary RSL Club, Ipswich 








