SAPPER EDWARD HENRY BROWN
3591A – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Edward Henry Brown was born in Wanganui, County of Wellington, New Zealand in 1879 the son of John Henry and Mary Josephine (nee Dougherty) Brown.  Elizabeth, his sister married Thomas Edward Thompson and went to Western Australia while he came to Sydney, New South Wales and was residing at 483 Harris Street, Ultimo in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in the Town Hall, Sydney the thirty-six-year-old bridge carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 7 January, 1916.   Attestation forms describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion 89-97cms (35-38ins) and a dark complexion with blue eyes testing to good vision and black hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar under the right eye and required dental treatment for defective teeth.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs E. Thompson care of Wilkies, Walcott Street, Perth, W.A.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed at Liverpool, near Sydney on January 8.
Basic training commenced with D. Coy, 2nd Battalion, Liverpool the same day until 3 March and allotted to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion at Campbellfield on 20 March joining B Company three days later.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Campbellfield 23/5/16 AWL from 6.30 a.m. 



Award:

Admonished by Captain Horne

His rank was Private with the regimental number 378 and the 3rd Pioneer Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 6 June, 1916 on HMAT A62 Wandilla.

The troopship docked in Fremantle, W.A. and leave was granted on 12 June, 1916 and failed to report back on 13 June and the ship re-embarked without him.
A Court of Inquiry was held on board the troopship at sea on 14 July, 1916 by Lieut.-Colonel R. Law, Officer Commanding Troops inquiring into and reporting on the alleged illegal absence without leave for over 21 days of this soldier.
1st Witness Captain M.E. Keatinge O.C. B. Coy, 3rd Pioneer Battalion – duly sworn in stated:

No. 376 Pte Edward Henry Brown was a member of my Company.  He was granted leave at Fremantle on 12/6/16.  He failed to report back to ship on 13/6/16.  The Attestation papers were handed to Headquarters.  The other papers referring to this man were also handed in.  He has been absent without leave since 11p.m. 12/6/16

2nd Witness Acting Q.M.S. James Jeays, B. Coy, 3rd Pioneer Battalion – duly sworn in stated:

I took an Inventory of the Sea and Universal Kit Bags of Pte Edward Henry Brown, on the 14th June, 1916 and all articles issued to him were missing.  

The Court declared that this soldier had illegally absented himself at Fremantle, W.A. on the 12 June, 1916, that he is still absent and that on the 14th day of June, 1916 he was deficient and is still deficient of articles in his kit.








President and Members

Meanwhile he returned to the military authorities in Perth and was transferred to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements at Guildford camp and returned to Melbourne on the transport Zealandia on 24 June, 1916.  Trained with the 4th Reinforcements to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Vic from 1 July and re-issued the number 3591 in the rank of Sapper.
Attestation forms were completed showing he was 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighed 76kgs (168lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Presbyterian was still his religion.  Next-of-kin was his sister Elizabeth Thompson of Mundaring Hotel, Mundaring, W.A.  
He stated he had been rejected three times for defective teeth.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
Further discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

Parkhouse AWL from 2400hrs 8/10/16 to 1400hrs 9/10/16 (14 hours)



Award:

5 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by C.O.



Forfeiture:
1 day’s pay RW

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on October 19.

Was sent to the Segregation Camp on 10 November, 1916 until 24 December then to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field and taken on strength on December 30.  
The 3rd Tunnelling Company were working on offensive and defensive mining at Hill 70 and in the few days after his arrival the Tunnellers were dealing with acute water troubles in galleries from the heavy rain.  On 2 January 1917 the Deep Level Workings were flooded and two electric pumps, in series, were installed in Gordon Incline at 2 a.m. on 2/1/17 and they succeeded in lowering the water level a total of 46cms (18ins) in a running time of 47 hours.  Tunnellers also dealt with a very heavy hostile Trench Mortar bombardment which delayed the work in the trenches around No. 1 Shaft, and work on the shaft & access to it was only possible at night.  No. 2 Shaft was again crumped in by heavy minenwerfer bombardment.

London Headquarters advised on 10 January, 1917 that his regimental number was now to be 3591A.

On 12 March, 1917 he went sick to the 73rd Field Ambulance moving to the 2 /1 West Riding Casualty Clearing Station with a social disease and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 three days later to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples.  After curative care of 27 days was discharged on 7 April to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot until 11 May and returned to his unit.
His sister telegrammed Base Records, Melbourne on 14 March, 1917 with the following:

No tidings since November my brother Sapper Edward Henry Brown no three five nine one no three tunnelling coy section seventeen rumoured casualty can you confirm








E. Thompson Cremorne Hotel

Base Records replied the same day by mail addressed to Mr E. Thompson stating that no official casualty report had been received there concerning your brother.  If reliable documentary evidence to the effect he had been wounded or killed, upon receipt and action is warranted investigations will be instituted and results transmitted to next-of-kin and available to him upon request.  The abovenamed soldier was transferred from the Tunnelling Reinforcements to the Miners Reinforcements on 16/8/16 the writer added.
Leave was granted and taken from 19 September and returned to duty on 1 October, 1917.

Service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit still with his unit on 13 August, 1918.

Further leave from France was taken from 17 October, 1918 returning to duty on November 4.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 5 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and marched out from there on February 21 for return to England.  Marched in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp a day later.  On 19 March were moved to the No. 2 Training Brigade, Codford, Heytesbury to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Brown embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his sister on 8 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 28 May, 1919.
News of their arrival was reported in:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle on May 28 and his Statement of Case reads:
Any wounds or injury

Nil



Any illness on service

Nil



Soldier’s statement on present condition – Fit
(Sgd) E.H. Brown



Heart and lungs – clear; other organs and hearing – clear; any abnormality – nil



Dentally fit



Recommendation – FD



Approved – Perth: 30 May, 1919

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 5 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (12442) and the Victory Medal (12373) were issued to wear to Sapper 3591A Edward Henry Brown, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

There is listed an Edward Henry Brown working as a surveyor’s cook residing at 71 Stirling Street, Perth in 1943.

Edward Henry Brown, late of Leederville, passed away on 22 April, 1957 aged 76 years.  Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section ZA in grave no. 93.  There is no headstone.  His death was recorded under the surname of Browne.
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RETURNING SOLDIERS - SARDINIA ARRIVES - A CLEAN SHIP


The transport Sardinia arrived in Gage Roads at 7.25 a.m. yesterday, and upon being pronounced a clean ship by the doctors berthed at the quay at 11.30 a.m.  There was a large gathering on the wharf to welcome home the troops home, there being 138 for this State.  The Sardinia will proceed to the Eastern States to-day.








