SAPPER ALBERT AMOS BROOKS
4743 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Albert Amos Brooks was born in the district of Mersey, Tasmania on 10 November, 1893 the son of James Cornelius and Margaret (nee McFadden) Brooks.  The family resided in Burnie, Tas.

At the recruiting depot at Claremont (6th Military District) on 7 March, 1916 the single twenty-two-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-92cms (34½-36ins) and had a medium complexion with good eyesight in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar over the left eye.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father initially James Cornelius Brooks and later changed to his mother Mrs Margaret Brooks of Burnie, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the next day.

Basic training commenced with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company at Claremont camp until 29 April, 1916.

Their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4743.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot.  On September 25 Sapper marched out to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on September 30.

He went sick on 17 February, 1917 but no details are recorded until he returned to his unit on 16 April, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company on 16 July, 1918 he was counted as still serving with his unit.

Sapper went sick on 9 September, 1918 and taken to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station (N.Y.D.) not diagnosed yet.  On September 15 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.19 to the 2nd General Hospital in Harve with a laceration wound to his finger (accidental) [another record states gunshot wound to fingers accidental] and required a blood donor but the following day was invalided to England on the hospital ship Essequibo and a day later admitted to the War Hospital in Exeter with severe wounds to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd fingers of left hand.  Medical notes from the hospital state:
On admission here small wounds on 2nd and 3rd fingers over last joints dorsal aspect. On 1st finger bruise of terminal joint.  Nail has been replaced and black.  Eusol dressings.  Fairly good general condition.  Heart, lungs normal.

28/9/18  Fingers healing well.

1/10/18  Transferred to VAH Twenton 
22/10/18 to 130 Horseferry Road S.W. for furlough

Base Records regretted to advise his father on 30 September, 1918 that it was reported that his son was admitted to Exeter War Hospital on 18 September, 1918 suffering from a gunshot wounded finger, accidental injury, severe.  His address for correspondence was included.  A further advice was sent on 8 November that he was now convalescent.

His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List in the:

On 23 October, 1918 was discharged to furlough and was still on furlough when Peace was declared.

He went sick to Headquarters on 23 November, 1918 and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital with a social disease.  After four days was discharged on 26 November and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot. 
When he did not report there was deemed AWL but soon after it was found that the records showed Sapper was at the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse.  Marched out on 7 February to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.
Sapper Brooks embarked for discharge in Australia on 2 March, 1919 on board H.T. Derbyshire.  Base Records advised his father on 15 March that he was returning home.  
The following was advertised by Base Records in the:


The troopship docked in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 16 April, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

After quarantine the soldiers returned to Hobart as announced in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board in Hobart on 23 April, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:


No wounds.  No illness.  




No disability now.

(Sgd.) A.A. Brooks


Medical Board found:



No disability



Approved 24/4/19

Anglesea Barracks Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded to Base Records on 2 May, 1919 proceedings from the Medical Board and also dates of his return and discharge. 
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 7 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 4743 Albert Amos Brooks, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (4073) and the Victory Medal (4062).
He receipted delivery of the War Medal at Burnie on 16 September, 1921 by registered post but the Victory Medal was not collected and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was written to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 17 April, 1924.

In 1931 there is a labourer working at Balook, Gippsland, Victoria named Albert Amos Brooks.  
There is also a 1935 report of an Albert Brooks, a bushman, building the Black Bluff hut as mentioned in the:

In 1938 Albert had returned to Mawbanna, Tas as a timber feller and appeared before the Police Court in Burnie with the following:
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Tuesday November 12, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST No. 440 – TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


Wounded—Sapper Albert Amos Brooks, Burnie						Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday April 5, 1919:


BURNIE


Next-of Kin Passes—The Defence Department notifies that the following soldiers will be returning to Tasmania shortly—Sapper A.A. Brooks, Ptes. Samuel Alexander, H.A. Fitzmaurice, T.R. Barratt and J.E. Stokes.  Passes enabling the next-of-kin of these soldiers to travel to Launceston to meet them may be obtained at the Council Chambers, Burnie.





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday April 16, 1919:


DERBYSHIRE TROOPS LANDED


HOBART, Tuesday—The troopship Derbyshire arrived to-day and landed 49 troops.  All are well.  They will remain in quarantine for seven days.  The Derbyshire resumed her passage to Melbourne at 4.30 p.m. 








World (Hobart) Monday April 21, 1919:


DERBYSHIRE MEN


The Derbyshire men, who were landed at Barnes’ Bay a few days ago, will be brought up to Hobart on Tuesday afternoon.





Advocate (Burnie) Friday July 19, 1935:


ULVERSTONE – BLACK BLUFF HUT


This building is in the course of construction, and during the week end many enthusiasts, including inspector P. Doyle, visited the mountain to arrange for the timber and the site, which is at a small stream known as Booser’s Rest.  All the timber is being obtained within a short distance of the building, and the whole of the work is in the hands of Mr Albert Brooks, who is a thorough bushman, and knows the type of structure that is required.  The hut will be about half a mile from Lake Patrick, and will contain about twelve bunks, with compartments for ladies and men.





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday May 25, 1938:


DISTURBING THE PEACE


In the Police Court yesterday morning, before local justices, John Vincent Gillie and Albert Amos Brooks pleaded guilty to a charge of having the previous night disturbed the peace by fighting.  Sergeant E.J. Butler, who prosecuted, said he saw the two men fighting in front of the fish chop in Marine Terrace about 8.15 p.m.  Constable Fitzpatrick and he arrested the men and lodged them in the lock-up, but Gillie had been released on bail shortly afterwards.  Gillie said Sergeant Butler, had a previous conviction for disturbing the peace.  When asked if he had anything to say, Gillie told the bench that he was standing the footpath waiting for another man.  Brooks came along, and he (Gillie) said “good-night,” but immediately he spoke Brooks turned and hit him on the chest.  												Contd.





Continues:


In reply to a question, Sergeant Butler said Brooks was more under the influence of liquor than Gillie.  Brooks said he was engaged timber felling at Mawbanna.  Some time ago, when he was working in Burnie, Gillie had caused a disturbance in the Central Hotel, and he (Brooks) had finished up by getting a hit in the face. “As far as I can remember,” said Brooks, “Gillie pulled me up last night, and the next thing I knew I was laying on the footpath, he had hit me in the face.”  When asked if he had struck the first blow, Brooks said that when he had a few drinks he lost his memory to a certain extent.   He could not admit hitting Gillie first.  The bench took a lenient view of the matter, and imposed a fine of 5/, with costs, in each case.








