SAPPER DAVID ROYAL BRODIE
6667 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

David Royal Brodie was born in Annandale, Sydney, New South Wales in 1891 the eldest son of Randolph Alfred and Ada Amelia (Emily) (nee Hopkins) Brodie.  He was educated at the Leichhardt Public School and in 1913 worked as a drainer for the council.
At the Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 12 October, 1916 the single twenty-five-year-old pipelayer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 169cms (5ft 6¾ins) tall with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins), good physical development with a pulse rate of 76 and resided at 18 Heurne Street, Leichhardt.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were scars under left forearm and scars below left knee and haemorrhoids with no symptoms.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Randolph Alfred Brodie of 18 Heurne Street, Leichhardt and later changed to 189 James Street, Leichhardt.
At the recruit camp at the Royal Agricultural Show Grounds on 12 October, 1916 he reported and signed and took the Oath of Allegiance.  Two days later was allotted to the Engineers’ Reinforcements at Moore Park for basic training.  On 24 November was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria and on 8 January assigned to the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6667.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  
The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  
Contracted Influenza which placed him in the ship’s hospital from 23 March to 24 March, 1917.

The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.
The reinforcements proceeded overseas from Folkstone to France on 14 April, 1917 arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot then marched in on 21 April to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper went sick on 30 April to the 35th Field Ambulance then convalesce at the 5th Divisional Rest Station at the 8th Aust Field Ambulance but was moved to the 9th Casualty Clearing Station on May 3 with bronchitis and catarrh.  Two days later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.114 to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen with bronchitis.  
On May 11 was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples and returned to the 1st Aust Entrenching Battalion on May 23.
On 8 September, 1917 was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.  Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 17 January, 1918 for serving one year abroad.
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He was a recipient of Comfort Gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and all signed and returned their letter of Thanks which was reprinted in the:

In an audit of the Company, he was noted to be still serving with his unit on 13 July, 1918.
Sapper was wounded in action on 28 October, 1918 suffering the effects of gas poisoning (classed as wounded).

The following was reported in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:
“On 28/10/18 the following O.R.’s were shell gassed in forward areas:



2374
Spr.
Carr, S.P.



4487
  “
Thompson, E



6667
  “
Brodie, D.R.



6626
  “
Halliday, F



6663
  “
Baird, P.



6630
  “
James, A.H.”
He was taken to the 47th Field Ambulance and later transferred to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 32nd Casualty Clearing Station.  The following day was sent to the 54th C.C.S. and on 30 October to go to the Base Depot.  From there was moved to the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Boulogne on October 31 and died of disease on 4 November, 1918 at 1.10 p.m. of broncho-pneumonia.  He was 27 years of age.
Interment took place in Terlincthun British Military Hospital on 6 November, 1918 in plot 7 in row C in grave no.12, a mile north of Boulogne.
The 2nd Military District was advised on 11 November, 1918 of his death through effects of gas and illness who notified next-of-kin.  A copy of his service records was made for the War Pension Department.

The Australian Red Cross had a wounded and missing enquiry bureau in London who kept card files on all deceased, prisoners of war or missing soldiers.  The following are their cards with details of his demise advised to them.

RED CROSS

A.I.F. 3rd Tunn. Coy






BRODIE R.D. 6667

DIED OF WOUNDS

Died at 2nd Aust Gen. Hpl 4/11/18 at 1.10 p.m. and buried 6/11/18 at Terlincthun Cemetery – grave V. C.12 – Gas and broncho pneumonia

London

12/11/18










No. Enq.

3rd Tunn. Coy A.I.F.






BRODIE, R.D. 6667

“Died 4-11-18”

“Brodie, Sapper, R.D. No. 6667, 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, died at 1.10. p.m. on 4-11-18 and was buried on the 6-11-18 at Terlincthun Cemetery (Boulogne) Grave no. 7 C. 12.  Cause of death Broncho Pneumonia, and gassed.









Informant:
Pte Shamar

A.C.E.

London

12-12-18

J.E.D.

The following family notices were published in the:
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His name was listed among those in the Casualty List appearing in the:
His family also placed in the Bereavement Notices the following:
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On 12 February, 1919 a copy of his Will was noted as located and made on 5 July. 1917 when with the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion and left all his real and personal estate to his mother Mrs Ada Brodie at 176 Frances Street, Leichhardt, NSW.
A.I.F. Headquarters, London wrote to Base Records, Melbourne on 20 May, 1919 after receiving a communication from the father of the above-named soldier requesting a photograph of his grave.  
Records show that he died (gassed and broncho-pneumonia) and 2nd Aust General Hospital, Wimereux, France on 4.11.18 and was buried in the British Cemetery, Terlincthun, France.  Action was being taken to have the grave photographed and when this was accomplished copies would be forwarded for transmission.  May Mr Brodie be advised accordingly, please.
Base Records wrote to his father on 21 June, 1919 referring to the report on the regrettable loss of his son and was now in receipt of advice that showed that his son was wounded in action (gassed) on 28/10/18 and admitted to the 47th Field Ambulance.  
He was then transferred, next day, to 54th Casualty Clearing Station and thence to 2nd Aust General Hospital, Boulogne, France where he died on 4/11/18 from mustard gas shell poisoning and broncho-pneumonia.  
He was buried in Terlincthun British Cemetery, one mile North of Boulogne.  The utmost care and attention is being devoted, where possible, to the graves of the soldiers.  It is understood photographs are being taken as soon as practicable for transmission to next-of-kin.  
These additional details are furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to forward all information received in connection with deaths of members of the Aust Imperial Force.

Mr R.A. Brodie wrote to Base Records on 7 July, 1919 from his Leichhardt address about his son’s personal effects shipped per S.S. Bulla on 21 March, 1919 in a sealed parcel of his belongings.  He had received an Inventory from the A.I.F. Kit Store, London.  They advised he write to the Department if I had not received the parcel by the time, he got their letter.

Base Records replied on 10 July, 1919 that one package of personal effects of their son had been received by their office on S.S. Bulla and would be dispatched with as little delay as possible to Mrs Ada Brodie, in accordance with deceased’s testamentary instructions.
The Inventory of his personal effects were listed as:

1 Disc, Letters, Photos, Post Cards, 2 Note Books, 1 Devotional Book, 1 Y.M.C.A. Wallet, 1 Cigarette lighter, 1 Nail file, 1 Leather purse, Quantity Coins, 1 Safety razor in Case, 6 Aust stamps, 1 Leather belt, 1 Pr. scissors.  They noted that Pay Book No.210709 was handed to the Estates Branch, Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F. London S.W.1.  6 Francs had been handed to the Chief paymaster (same headquarters) to be combined with monies due and credited to Sapper’s Ledger Account.
His personal effects were dispatched on 7 August, 1919 to his mother by parcel post and delivery receipted by her on 17 August, 1919.  Also forwarded to this Legatee was an envelope (sealed) containing effects from the 2nd Aust General Hospital via the Kit Store on the transport Barambah.  Base Records sent this by registered post (2547) from the Melbourne GPO on 2 December, 1919.
A Circular re Graves was dispatched to his next-of-kin on 1 December, 1919 and a reply returned on 13 September, 1920.

Mr R.A. Brodie wrote on 20 January, 1920 to Base Records referring to the Star of David emblem of the Jewish faith appearing on paperwork of his son’s grave and requested this changed to Cross instead.  
Formal acknowledgment was sent on 3 February, 1920.  A memo typed on the letter stated ‘noted on 20/10/20’.

On the first anniversary of his death the following notices were placed in the:
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On the second anniversary of his death family tributes were placed in the:
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Photographs of his grave in triplicate were issued on 18 January, 1921 and receipted by his father dated 21 January, 1921.
For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 6667 David Royal Brodie, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (57082) and the Victory Medal (56122) in serving his country.

The War Medal was forwarded to the Commandant 2nd Military District on 27 May, 1921 for distribution at a suitable time to next-of-kin.

The Pamphlet Where the Australians Rest went out to his father on 2 June, 1921.

Members of the Royal Engineer Corps who died for their country were to be placed on a Roll of Honour and placed in St Paul’s Cathedral, London.  
News of this proposal was advertised in:


The Memorial Scroll (354181) was issued to his father on 15 June, 1922 and the Memorial Plaque (354181) posted to him on 2 October, 1922.  
Receipts for the Memorial Scroll was dated 26 June, 1922, the Memorial Plaque to be collected by A. Brodie in lieu and signed on 18 November, 1922.
The Victory Medal was sent by registered post (1136) on 8 May, 1923.

This medal was returned to the Medals Section of Base Records unclaimed – left address - and next-of-kin found to be untraceable was placed in store.

His name is commemorated in the Commemorative Section of the Aust War Memorial on panel 26.

The Leichhardt War Memorial, Sydney also commemorated his name.
His grave can be located in Plot 7 of Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimile within row C in grave no. 12.
LEST WE FORGET

© Donna Baldey 2022

www.tunnellers.net
Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS


MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—D.R. Brodie	


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 26, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Royal Brodie, aged 27


years, eldest and beloved son of Mr and Mrs R.A. Brodie, of 176 Frances-street, Leichhardt.


Greater love hath no man than this—


  That a man lay down his life for his friends.


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, Sapper David Royal Brodie, aged 27 years.


Only a sapper, he took his stand


  For his home, Australia, and motherland.


One of the best, he did his bit.


  Only a sapper with plenty of grit.


Inserted by his loving brother, Herbert Brodie, 176 Frances-street, Leichhardt.


BRODIE—Died of gas poisoning and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Royal Brodie.  


Inserted by his loving aunt, Mrs M. James, Hill-street, Leichhardt.


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Royal Brodie.  Inserted by 


	his loving uncle Lewis and aunts, Katie and Essie Hopkins, 176 Frances-street, Leichhardt.


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Royal Brodie.


Deeply regretted by his pal, M. Yabsley.


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Dave Brodie, our dearest friend and


comrade of our dear son, A.A. Bradey, killed in action in France, October, 1917.  In life most affectionate cobbers, and in death united.  Inserted by his dear friends, W.J. Bradey and family.


BRODIE—Killed in action, France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Roy Brodie.  Inserted by his sorrowing


friends Mr and Mrs Wilcox, Corunna-road, Stanmore.


BRODIE—Died of pneumonia in France Sapper D.R. Brodie, 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company.  He gave his


best—his life, his all.  Inserted by his sincere friend Arthur Chase.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday December 2, 1918:


DOUBLE CASUALTY LIST – NEW SOUTH WALES – DIED OF WOUNDS


Spr. DAVID ROYAL BRODIE, Leichhardt.						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday December 25, 1918:


RETURN THANKS


Mr and Mrs R.A. BRODIE and BROTHER, 176 Frances-street, Leichhardt, wish to return sincere THANKS to all kind friends and relations for letters, and cards and expressions of regret in the loss of our darling son, Sapper David Royal Brodie, died of gas, in France, November 4, 1918.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 4, 1919:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


BRODIE—In loving remembrance of our brave son, Sapper David Royal Brodie, died of wounds and gas,


November 4, 1918 in France.


Sleep on, dear son,


  No flowers we lay on your grave where you lie


For the broad, wide ocean doth keep us apart;


  But you ever-smiling face still shines in our hearts


Alone in our grief the bitter tears flow,


  There cometh a face in the sweet long ago,


And whispers “Dear mother and father, death cannot divide.”


Inserted by his mother and father Mrs and Mr R.A. Brodie, 176 Frances-street, Leichhardt.





BRODIE—In loving memory of our dear brother, Sapper David Royal, died of gas-poisoning, November 4,


1918, aged 27 years and 10 months.


One of the best that God could send,


  A brother kind and true;


So dearly loved so sadly missed,


  By everyone he knew.	


He always lent a willing hand


  To those who needed help;


He never spoke of what he did,


  But kept it to himself.


Inserted by his loving brother and sister-in-law, Bert and Erica.


BRODIE—In fond memory of our dear cousin, Sapper D.R. Brodie, died from gas-poisoning, November 4,


 1918.  A soldier and a man.  Inserted by his loving cousins, May, Annie, Vera, Walter, Edward (A.I.F.)


BRODIE—In fond remembrance of our dear friend Dave Brodie, who died of gas-poisoning in France, 


	November 4, 1918.  Inserted by his sincere friends, Mr and Mrs W.J. Bradey and family.


BRODIE—Died, gas and pneumonia, in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper D.R. Brodie.  Inserted by his


 sorrowing friends Mr and Mrs Wilcox, Corunna-road, Stanmore.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday November 30, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


BRODIE—Died of gas and pneumonia in France, November 4, 1918, Sapper David Royal Brodie, aged 27 


years, loving nephew and cousin of Mr and Mrs Jas. H. Bolster and family, of Concord.  A young life nobly ended.


						





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday November 4, 1920:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


BRODIE—In loving memory of our dearest son, Sapper David Royal Brodie, killed in action, November 4, 1918.


A better son never lived than he,


  Who gave his life for his country.


Inserted by his suffering mother and father.


BRODIE—In loving memory of our dearest brother, Sapper David Royal, died in France of gas poisoning, November 4, 1918, aged 27 years and 10 months.


While our brother lies in peaceful sleep


  His memory we will always keep.


Inserted by his loving brother and sister-in-law, Bert and Erica.





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London
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