SAPPER EDWIN ALLAN BOOTH
7299 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Christchurch, New Zealand was the birthplace of Edwin David Allen Booth on 6 May, 1885 the son of Thomas David Haigh and Margaret (nee Cameron) Booth.  He came to Victoria, Australia and was listed at about twenty-four years of age residing in 1909 at 169 Buckley Street, Footscray working as a rope maker.  From 1912 he was at Wallace Street, Maidstone with the occupation of machinist.
He married in 1915 to Priscilla White.
At the recruiting depot in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 23 April, 1917 the thirty-two-year-old furnaceman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cmd (33-36ins) and a medium complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and a tattoo on the left forearm.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Priscilla Booth of Maidstone, Vic and allotted three fifths of his pay in support of her.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Recruits Battalion, Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne from 7 May to May 28 then transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour for further instruction and allotted to the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife Priscilla Booth, Maidstone, Vic.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7299.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On 14 November, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Sapper marched out on November 19 for attachment to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
On 24 November he was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion in the field and returned to the Entrenching Battalion on 13 December.
He left the 1st Tunnelling Company for the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station on 10 January, 1918 suffering pleurisy then transferred on January 22 to the 54th General Hospital in Boulogne with a perforated tympanic membrane (ruptured eardrum).  Two days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis and admitted to the 4th London General Hospital, Denmark Hill with perforated tympanic membrane (left).
Base Records regretfully advised his wife on 5 February, 1918 that it was reported her husband was admitted on 24 January, 1918 to the 4th London General Hospital, Denmark Hill suffering from a perforated tympanum.  His address for correspondence was also included.
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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Was transferred on 6 March, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford with Otitis Media (middle ear infection) and septic nose.  Six days later was sent to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Sapper Booth embarked for discharge in Australia due to chronic otitis media on 21 April, 1918 on board H.T. Suevic.  Base Records advised his wife on 15 May he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 7 June, 1918.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 17 July, 1918 as medically unfit.
Sapper 7922 Edwin Allan Booth, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (68364) and the Victory Medal (656004) for serving his country.  He collected the War Medal from Victoria Barracks on 10 January, 1922.

In 1922 he was living at Ballarat Road, Maidstone via Footscray with the occupation of machinist.

He wrote to Base Records on 20 January, 1924 from Ballarat Road address and said he had been up at the office on Thursday last re his medals and was informed that they had been sent to him in February, 1923.  He inquired about them at the Footscray Post Office and they informed him that they must have been sent back as there is no Maidstone Post Office now.  He trusted they would look in to it and see what become of it.
Records replied on 24 January, 1924 informing him that according to medal records his Victory Medal was forwarded from Headquarters, 3rd District Base, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne to the Footscray Branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League on 27/2/23.  It was suggested that he get in touch with the Secretary of this branch and unless he can produce a receipt where he handed it over to any other person, he is still responsible to you for this medal.  A receipt, signed by himself, was held there for the British War Medal. 
A notation about his Victory Medal states it was returned to Base Records by the R.S.L., Footscray on 6 March, 1924.  Records sent it by registered post (no. 1156) on 13 March, 1924 and delivery receipted by him on 20 March, 1924.

His wife Priscilla Booth died on 17 April, 1924 with burial in Footscray Cemetery.  Family notice was published in the:

He married again on 4 July, 1925 to widow Gladys Harriet Hallett at Rally Street, Footscray by Rev. Arthur E. Hurren according to the rites of the Church of Christ.  They resided at 11 Nicholson Street, Footscray and he was a furnaceman.
A copy of his service record was request by the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent by Base Records on 25 August, 1925 and again on 10 September, 1930.

In 1931 he was living at 4 Glance Street, Newmarket working as a labourer.
Gladys Booth proceeded for arrears in maintenance from her husband in 1933 with the following reported in the:

Several months later she applied for a divorce on the grounds of desertion which was granted. 
Announcement was published in the:


He married in 1934 to Ethel Emily Jackson.
On 5 April, 1935 the 3rd Military District, Victoria Barracks replied to his enquiry about War Leave Payment in respect of service with the A.I.F. and forwarded an Application Form for completion and return to their office.  They also advised of any change of address to be notified immediately during the finalisation of the claim.  The forms were sent to him care of Kennears Rope Works, Ballarat Road, Footscray.
He applied for a copy of his Discharge and completed Statutory Declarations on 6 April at Flemington declaring that the circumstances under which the loss occurred were (1) lost wallet with discharge in it over ten years ago.   His address was 4 Glance Street, Newmarket.

On 10 May, 1938 Base Records wrote to him in connection with the loss of his Discharge and desired to point out that the person shown as having signed as Declarant before the Justice of the Peace was his wife, Ethel Booth.  
The document was useless and enclosed another declaration form for completion and return.

The second declaration was dated 11 May, 1938 and stated lost discharge about ten years ago and a Statement of Service was completed by Base Records and posted to him the same day.
Edwin Allan Booth passed away on 19 September, 1944 aged 58 years.  Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Footscray Cemetery within section C in grave no. 479.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave.
The following notice was placed in the:


His second wife Gladys Harriet Booth died in 1969.

Mrs Ethel E. Booth died in 1985 aged 94 years and buried with her husband.
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Priscilla White was married 3 times:

1883 in Victoria to William Hubert Olive Falla (1859-1900) with one child; Ida Maud Falla (1894-
1903 to John Thomas Doupe (1884-)

1915 in Victoria to Edwin Allan Booth (1885-1944)
Argus Monday February 18, 1918:


VICTORIAN CASUALTIES – LIST No 383


Australian casualty list No. 383, which was issued on Saturday, contained 736 names.  In the following details are of Victorian casualties:


ILL


A.E. Booth, Maidstone									Article abridged





Herald Friday June 7, 1918: 


SOLDIERS RETURN – MEN GREATLY PLEASE AT WARM WELCOME GIVEN


CHEERED THROUGH THE CITY


Melbourne’s enthusiasm in welcoming the war-worn veterans has not flagged, and when the men of “list E” were carried through the streets by motor cars today, the cheering along the densely packed route was as the most demonstrative of the people’s good will any previous welcome that has taken place in the inception of the Strong Posts movement.


The Victorians were given leave and pay at the barracks.  Men for Queensland and New South Wales left by special train early afternoon and South Australians departed a little later.  The troops for West Australia will remain in Melbourne, for some days and the Tasmanians sailed by the Rotomuhana this afternoon.      


Article abridged





Age Saturday April 19, 1924:


DEATHS


BOOTH—On the 17th April, at her residence, Ballarat-road, Maidstone, Priscilla, the dearly beloved wife of Edwin Booth and loving mother of Ernest and Walter Falls, also Ida, (Mrs Watters) [blurred] and loving mother-in-law of Rudy, Frances and Albert.  A patient sufferer at rest.





Argus Saturday October 21, 1933:


£328 IN MAINTENANCE ARREARS


When Mrs Gladys Booth, of Austin-street, Footscray, proceeded against her husband, Edwin Allan Booth, labourer, of Glance Street, Newmarket, at the Footscray Court on Thursday, for arrears in maintenance, she told the Bench that her husband, under an order of the Court, owed her £328.  She had received nothing from him since 1928 [blurred]


Booth, who said that he was earning £3/3/ a week, was ordered to pay the arrears at the rate of 10/ a week, to default imprisonment.





Herald Friday February 9, 1934:


DIVORCE DECREES


The following decrees nisi for divorce were granted by Mr Justice Lowe today:


Gladys Harriet Booth, 45, of Austin Street, Footscray, from Edwin Allan Booth, 48, of Glance Street, Newmarket, brass finisher—desertion.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Footscray Cemetery, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


submitted by Tanya V.





Age Saturday October 7, 1944:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


BOOTH—The FAMILY of the late Mr EDWIN ALLAN BOOTH wish to THANK all kind friends and relations for letters, cards and telegrams and floral tributes.  Will all please accept this as our personal thanks.





Footscray Cemetery, Vic


Photo from Find-a-Grave website photographed by Pete








