SAPPER JOHN HERMAN BODIN
3526A – 2nd Tunnelling Company / 2nd Air Mechanic – 68th Squadron Aust Flying Corps
Sungsvall, Västernorrland, Sweden is a municipality located 395 kilometres from Stockholm and situated near the port by the Gulf of Bothnia.  A fire in June, 1888 destroyed the township and it was rebuilt in stone and often referred to after as the “village of stone.”  Johan Herman Bodin stated he was born there about 1875 the son of Henrick and Anna Maria (nee Johannsdotter) Bodin.  He claimed he served seven years as an apprentice at Stockholm, Sweden and two years in the Swedish Army.  Johan came to Australia and worked as an engineer and fitter.
He married on 9 March, 1900 in Adelaide, South Australia to Caroline Ellerton who was previously a nurse at Creswick Hospital and appointed matron there in 1893 leaving later for private nursing duties advertised in 1895.

After residing sixteen months in South Australia on 26 November, 1900 the twenty-five-year-old applied for Naturalization while residing at Liddon Place, Portland, South Australia and was granted taking the Oath of Allegiance on 8 December, 1900. 

In 1903 they were at Inglewood, Victoria and he was a eucalyptus distiller and by 1909 were at Miller Street, Bendigo working as an engineer.

He appeared in the 1913 Police Gazette charged on warrant and advertised as follows:
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A year later he appeared in the City Court charged for the following:
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A few months later he was in trouble again:


While in camp on 3 September, 1915 his Naturalization papers were examined and approved to enlist for service and he applied on 22 September at Bendigo Recruiting Depot.  Described in Forms of Attestation the forty-three-year-old married engineer was 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighed 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) having a fresh complexion, grey-brown eyes and iron-grey hair.  Distinctive marks were listed as an anchor tattoo on his right arm and HB and crown on the left one.  Lutheran was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Caroline Bodin of 158 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo, Vic, later changed to 120 Queen Street, Bendigo and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training had commenced from 22 August, 1915 with the 16th Depot Battalion at Bendigo in the rank of Private with the regimental number 4436.  While there the following occurred:

Was moved to the 13th Reinforcements on 2 December, 1915 at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne and on 9 December went for further instruction to the 14th Reinforcements of the 6th Battalion.
Private Bodin was discharged at Broadmeadows camp on 26 January, 1916 as not likely to become an efficient soldier.

About two months later at the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 14 March, 1916 he re-enlisted for active service.  Described further on Attestation forms as the thirty-nine-year-old married engineer was 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, 71.8kgs (158lbs) with 92-99cms (36-39ins) chest expansion and a medium complexion, fair eyesight in his brown eyes and dark turning grey hair.  Religion was the same and distinctive marks were three vaccination scars and tattoos on both arms.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Caroline Bodin care of Mrs Jenkins, Olanda Street, Quarry Hill, Bendigo, Vic. allotting two-fifths of his pay in support.  Naturalization papers were checked on March 15 and signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Names of the new recruits were published in the:

Basic training commenced with B Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion until March 31, 1916 moving to the Base Engineers at Mitcham camp the following day.  On 10 May was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3526.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 17 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples two days later.  On 5 December, 1916 marched out to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength the same day.  A memo from Headquarters in London advised his regimental number was to be 3526A.
On 4 February, 1917 was admitted to the 4th London Field Ambulance suffering Otitis Media (middle ear infection) then moved to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 19 February.  Conveyed on Ambulance Train no.10 on 21 February to Boulogne entering the 3rd Canadian General Hospital remaining until discharged to the No. 7 Convalescent Depot.  Was transferred to the 3rd Rest Camp on March 14 and three days later left for the Aust General Base Depot for the medical board who gave him permanent base duties II Anzac Headquarters.
While there the following occurred:




Offence:
13/4/17 neglect of duty




Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment]

Marched out of 19 May, 1917 to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles with class “A” debility and sent to England on 18 June from Havre for permanent base duties arriving at the No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs.  Was classed with C3 Debility on 17 July, 1917 at Grantham.
On 18 July, 1917 was attached to the 68th Squadron A, Flying Corps, Harlaxton for duty as a batman.  Was admitted on 21 July to Belton Park Hospital with bronchitis and returned to duty on 9 August.  
Discipline as issued as follows:




Offence:
Perham Downs AWL from 3.30 p.m. 9/10/17 till 4 p.m. 10/10/17




Award:

3 days C.C. by Lt Niven 11/10/17



Forfeits:
2 day’s pay RW

Marched out on 5 November, 1917 from Sutton Veny to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  Was detached from the 68th Squadron on 11 January, 1918 to the A.I.F.

Sapper Bodin embarked for Australia on 11 January, 1918 on the transport Port Darwin due to chronic bronchitis and overage.  News of their impending arrival was published in the:

He was a patient at No.6 Aust General Hospital in Ward 20 for further treatment on his return.  Was listed as a deserter with the following description published in the:

Discipline was issued for the following when apprehended:



Crime:

AWL from 12/4/18 till 30/4/18 (18 days) until apprehended on





2/5/18




Award:

forfeits 18 day’s pay and fined 10 shillings.
Base Records wrote to Mrs C. Bodin at 3 Edward Street, Bendigo on 10 June, 1918 to certify that according to the records Sapper Bodin of 67th Squadron, Aust Flying Corps was admitted to Belton Park Hospital on 21 July, 1917 suffering bronchitis.  Returned to duty on 9 August, 1917.  Returned to Australia per Hospital transport Port Darwin which reached Melbourne on 4 March, 1918 – illness specified as chronic bronchitis and overage.  Was discharged medically unfit on 24 May, 1918.  A small Statement of his Service was prepared on 25 June, 1918 for her also.  This letter was returned unclaimed to Base Records.
The Bendigo Branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Aust wrote to Base Records on 25 June, 1918 asking for the full record of 3526 2nd Air Mechanic Bodin, 68th Squadron A.F.C. required to enable a money claim.

They were listed at 3 Edward Street, Bendigo in 1919 with occupations as engineer and dressmaker.

For serving his country Sapper 3536A John Herman Bodin, 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust Flying Corps was issued with the British War Medal (52444) and the Victory Medal (57363).  He collected the War Medal from Victoria Barracks on 17 July, 1921 and the Victory Medal was posted to him by registered post and receipted by him on 4 August, 1922 at 97 Courtney Street, North Melbourne.
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Repatriation Commission and forwarded by Base Records on 13 November, 1924 and again on 19 January, 1941.

Johan (John) Herman Bodin passed away on 21 January, 1941 aged 66 years.  Family notices were published in the:

His grave can be located in the Roman Catholic compartment B of Springvale Cemetery within section 12 in grave no. 24.

Mrs Bodin’s address was noted on his documents as 16 Mater Street, Collingwood, Vic in 1941. 

Mrs Caroline Bodin was buried in the Roman Catholic compartment D, section 6 in grave no. 26 of Springvale Cemetery on 20 December, 1950.
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Police Gazette 1912


FELONIES AND OTHER OFFENCES NOT DESCRIBED


JOHN HERMAN BODIN is charges on warrant, with Larceny as a bailee on Ernst Loftus Lowt, saw-miller, Garfield North, at Garfield South, on the 28th ult. of a Reliance bicycle, red handle tips, Brooks saddle.  Value £10.  Description” Swede, about 39 years of age, 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, medium build dark complexion, dark hair, clean shaven. HB tattooed on both arms; wore black shirt, dark trousers and red tie.  2 January, 1913.





Police Gazette, 1913:


JOHN HERMAN BODIN, on warrant, for larceny as a bailee—The bicycle has been returned to the complainant and the warrant withdrawn.  13 January, 1913.





Bendigo Independent Saturday January 31, 1914:


WIFE DESERTION – ORDER FOR MAINTENANCE


John Herman Bodin was yesterday charged at the City Court before Messes D. Andrew and W. Cowling, J’s.P. with having, on January 28, unlawfully deserted his wife at Bendigo.


Mr J. Barnett appeared for complainant, and produced a number of letters from former employers of accused stating that he had been constantly engaged and had been earning good money regularly.  


Bodin had been before the court in 1912, and an order for £1 per week towards the support of his wife and children, had been made.  Subsequently accused had been apprehended for non-compliance with the order.  He was a good fitter and made good wages, but as soon as he got paid, he spent his money in drink, while his wife and children were totally unprovided for.  He had recently been engaged as a fitter at the Golden Fleece Company, and his wife had been expecting something out of his fortnight’s pay.  A letter was received from the manager of the company showing that accused had received £10 for his fortnight’s pay, and his wife immediately took out a warrant against him.  He was found drunk, and out of the £10 he had 4s 10d left.  His wife was afraid of him, as he had previously threatened her.


Caroline Bodin, wife of accused, stated that they had been lawfully married in Adelaide.  There were two children to the marriage, one being 10 years of age and the other two years and six months.  Accused had left her totally without any means of support.  His behaviour to her was always very quarrelsome and most abusive, and she was afraid e would do her some harm.  


This was the third time he had been brought before the court.							Cont’d








Continues:


Constable Cahill stated that when he was arrested, he was drunk and was very abusive.


A charge was then made out, against accused of having used threatening words towards his wife, and an application made for him to be bound over to keep the peace.


Accused declined to make any statement, and was ordered to contribute 10s per week toward the support of his wife and 7s 6d towards each of the two children, payment to be made to the Clerk of Petty Sessions from February 16.  On the second charge he was ordered to enter into a bond of £15 to be of good behaviour for twelve months.  Costs, totalling £2 9s 6d were allowed.





Bendigo Independent Saturday April 25, 1914:


A SICK PRISONER


John Herman Bodin, who was arrested by Plain Clothes Constable Withers on Thursday, was before Messrs D. Andrew and W. Cowling, J’s.P., at the Police Court yesterday morning on a charge of breaking into the Orange Band room and stealing a musical instrument valued at £6.


Sergeant Smith said that the police were not prepared to go on, and asked for a remand.  Mr J. Barnett asked that bail be allowed.  The defendant, he said, was suffering from inflammation of the bowels, and had to be operated on.  A remand for a week was granted, with two sureties of £25 each.  The accused was subsequently admitted to hospital.





Bendigo Independent Wednesday September 22, 1915:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – BENDIGO DEPOT – FIVE APPLICATIONS, FOUR ACCEPTED


Five applicants presented themselves at Bendigo recruiting office yesterday.  Four were accepted and one case is pending.  The successful applicants were: John Herman Bodin, engineer, Hargreaves-street, Bendigo.												Article abridged





Bendigo Advertiser Monday November 15, 1915:


MILITARY BANDSMAN INJURED – ALLEGED ASSAULT


At half-past 2 o’clock on Saturday night Constable Gleeson and Corporal Draper, of the military police, found Band-man J. H. Bodin, lying near the street kerb opposite Brady’s music warehouse, in Pall Mall.  With assistance carried Bodin to the warehouse, where he complained that another soldier had hit him on the back of the head.  Taken to the Bendigo Hospital, Bodin was found to have sustained slight concussion of the brain and Dr Alexander was of opinion that a bruise on the back of Bodin’s head must have been caused by a blow.  His condition is not serious.  The military police took steps yesterday to have Bodin’s assailant cautioned by the commanding officer in camp.  Bodin has taken sick during the day, but he managed to save the drink he was carrying from being damaged.





Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Wednesday March 15, 1916:


GONE INTO CAMP


The following men went into camp on Wednesday—J.H. Bodin				Article abridged





Bendigo Independent


Tuesday Sept 11, 1917





The Age (Melbourne) 1 March, 1918:


TWO TRANSPORTS ARRIVING


A transport containing returning wounded and invalid Australian soldiers, whose names were recently published in list “F”, will arrive at Port Melbourne on Sunday at 3 p.m.





Police Gazette


JOHN HERMAN BODIN, private 42 9/12 years of age, 5ft 7½in. high, dark complexion black-grey hair, brown eyes.  Three vaccine marks on right arm, tattoo marks on both forearms and wrists.  Born at Sundsvall, Sweden.  Enlisted at Melbourne.





Victoria Police Gazette May, 1918:


DESERTERS FROM H.M. SERVICE


JOHN HERMAN BODIN, private, 43 2/12 years of age, 5ft 7½ins, medium complexion, dark hair turning grey, brown eyes.  Deserted from No. 5 A.G.H., 12th April, 1918.  His wife resides at 120 Queen Street, Bendigo.





Age (Melbourne) Saturday February 22, 1941:


DEATHS


BODIN—On February 21, Johan Herman Bodin, BELOVED Husband of Caroline Bodin, of 16 Maier-street, Collingwood and loving father of Tom and Jean, and loved grandpa of Nancy and Patricia, aged 68 years.


A patient sufferer at rest.


FUNERAL NOTICES


BODIN—The Friends of the late Mr JOHAN HERMAN BODIN are respectfully informed that his funeral will leave Raybould’s Parlor, Prahran, THIS (Saturday) MORNING, at 8.45 o’clock, for the place of interment, in the Necropolis, Dandenong-road, Spring Vale.


RAYBOULDS PTY LTD, Prahran





His grave in Springvale Cemetery, Victoria


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed to Linda Carter








