SECOND CORPORAL WILLIAM BLANEY
947 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Waratah, Tasmania was the birthplace of William Blaney in September, 1878 the son of Thomas (died 1905) and Johannah (nee Maher, died 1908) Blaney.  He was working as a miner at Queenstown when aged twenty-one years met with the following accident reported in the:

He was a keen footballer playing for the Mt Lyell Football Club when the following took place and announced in the:


Four months later he was injured in a football match with the following reported in the:


In the Hammer and Drill contest at the Queenstown Athletic Carnival he competed with results published in the:


He was to be captain of the football team announced in the:


In 1914 he was listed in Electoral Rolls at Waddamana working as a labourer.

At the recruiting depot at the Barracks (6th Military District) on 22 October, 1915 the thirty-seven-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 158cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his hazel eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were two scars on his forehead and a purple scar on his shin.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  With both his parents deceased he nominated his older brother Michael Blaney of Renison Bell, Tasmania in lieu of next-of-kin.  

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 


He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance at Ross camp on 28 October, 1915.
The recruits of the Mining Corps moved to Claremont camp on November 27 as reported in the:


On 16 December, 1915 he was allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps with his rank as Sapper and the regimental number 947 and were sent to join other volunteers from around the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for further training as the Mining Corps.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Discipline was issued for the following:


Offence:
Disobedience of orders – being in an Estaminet during prohibited hours



Award:

7 days Confined to Billets by Officer Commanding Company 30/5/16



Offence:
Absent from parade 10/7/16



Award:

28 days Field Punishment No. 1 12/7/16 by O.C. Coy

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 18 December, 1916.

He was in receipt of gifts of comfort from the Women’s Club, Kalgoorlie and signed their letter of thanks which was reprinted in the:

He was appointed to be Lance Corporal on 27 December, 1917.  Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for service two years abroad on 20 February, 1918.

Further comfort gifts were distributed from the Ladies of Kalgoorlie and a letter of thanks was signed by all recipients and re-printed in the:


He was promoted to Temporary Second Corporal due to 2nd Corporal Bourke being evacuated sick on 5 September, 1918.
He proceeded on leave the day Peace was declared and returned to duty on 29 November, 1918.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 18 January, 1919 was to be 2nd Corporal as 2nd Corporal Bourke was evacuated sick.

Orders were received on 10 March, 1919 to report to the Aust Infantry Base Depot, Havre and departed there for England on 17 March arriving at the 2nd Training Brigade camp in Codford the next day.

After demobilisation Second Corporal Blaney embarked for Australia on 17 May, 1919 on board H.T. Zealandia.  Base Records advised his brother on 11 May that he was returning home.  This news was shared in the: 

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 28 June, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in:


The Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State across Bass Strait.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 21 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (3328) and the Victory Medal (3327) were issued to wear to Second Corporal 947 William Blaney, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical documents to Base Records advising of his dates of return and discharge. 

He returned to Waddamana being listed there in 1919 as a labourer.

The War Medal was to be presented to him in Burnie in April 24, 1921 as announced in the:
He receipted delivery of his medal from Anglesea Barracks on 20 January, 1922.  The Victory Medal was not claimed and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 15 April, 1924.

He is listed in 1928 at Lune River, Franklin district working as a labourer and still there in 1936.

The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded to them on 11 September, 1945.

William Blaney passed away on 9 November, 1945 in St John’s Park Hospital, Hobart aged 67 years.  Announcements and arrangements were placed in the:


Interment took place in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart.  He appears to have no headstone.
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday January 2, 1899:


SERIOUS MINING ACCIDENT – TWO MEN TERRIBLY INJURED


QUEENSTOWN, Saturday—A serious accident occurred to-day at the Mount Lyell Proprietary mine.  Two miners, named William Blaney and Tony Motley, were working on a stage 75ft up the shaft, when the staging gave way, and they fell to the bottom.  When brought to the surface they were found to be terribly injured.  Molloy’s scalp lining torn off, while Blaney sustained concussion of the brain and both men had fractured limbs.  Very little hope is entertained of their recovery.





Mount Lyell Standard and Strahan Gazette (Queenstown) Wednesday May 29, 1901:


GORMANSTON NEWS


FOOTBALL—A meeting of the Mount Lyell Football Club was held at the Gormanston Hotel on Tuesday night, the vice-president, Mr J. Walsh, presiding.  The secretary (Mr J.B. Wood) produced applications for clearances from G. Jacobs, L. Surgess, A. Cunningham. W. Blaney, H. Hill, A. King, G. Preston, P. Reardon, H. Rockett, H. McLeggan, A.H. Vickerman, S. Luttrell, T. Host, E. Maltby, T. Hank, K. Hudspeth and M. O’Brien.  It was received that clearances be granted to all the applicants.  


It is understood that the Linda Valley Club has absorbed most of the Mount Lyell players and that it will give them equal representations on its committee and pay the indebtedness of the club.  Members expressed regret at not being able to carry on the club, but they considered that they had been most unjustly treated and the players were of opinion that it was not reasonable to expect them to play unless they had some say on the governing body.





Mount Lyell Standard and Strahan Gazette (Queenstown) Monday September 16, 1901:


GORMANSTON NEWS


SOCIAL—A social and concert tendered by the Linda Valley Football Club to W. Blaney, who was injured in the recent match against Smelters, will take place at the Commonwealth Hall, Linda Valley, tonight.





Mount Lyell Standard and Strahan Gazette (Queenstown) Wednesday September 18, 1901:


GORMANSTON NEWS


CONCERT AND DANCE—The concert and dance given by the Linda Valley Football Club in the Commonwealth Hall on Monday night in aid of Mr W. Blaney, who was injured in the recent premiership match, proved to be highly successful.  Mr Martin Kean occupied the chair, and a good programme was submitted to the large audience and met with their entire approval.  


After the concert a dance was held, and kept up till early morning.  Messrs Bryce and E. Kean supplied first-class music and Mr Leo Ryan made an efficient M.C.  The takings will amount to about £23.





Daily Telegraph Friday July 12, 1907:


QUEENSTOWN – ATHLETIC CARNIVAL


QUEENSTOWN, Thursday—The athletic carnival is still in progress, and probably will not conclude till Saturday.  The champion hammer and drill downhole contest concluded with the following result: W. Blaney and A. Collins, 27½ in, handicap 2¾ ins, total 30in, 1.


The time fixed was 20 minutes.								Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday June 30, 1910:


LYELL – FOOTBALL


The team to represent Gormanston against Linda Valley on Sunday will be: W. Blaney (captain)


											Article abridged





Daily Post (Hobart) Saturday October 23, 1915:


RECRUITING


The latest recruiting list shows that at Hobart nine men offered themselves, of whom six were passed as fit and three were rejected as unfit.  The names of those who passed are: W. Blaney, J. Strange, A. Lodge, H. Duncan, T.T. Rocher and C.A. Millington.





Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915:


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: Captain T.H. Vincent, W. Blaney,						Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday February 27, 1917:


COMFORTS IN TRENCHES


The secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, Mrs R.M. Jordan, has received the following letter of thanks written in the Firing Line, France on Dec 8 by Sergt Fred Thompson:


“I have again to thank you on behalf of my Relief and myself for gifts from the Goldfields Women’s Club.  They were distributed this morning by Corporal P. McKenzie, and the signatures of the receivers are attached.  I am writing this right up in the firing line, with shells bursting all round the dugouts, so you will please excuse pencil and hurried note.”


The undermentioned signature of men who received gifts were attached—Sergt Fred Thompson, W. Blaney,


											Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee—W. Blaney,	Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Saturday June 28, 1919:


LOCAL AND GENERAL


West Coast Soldier Returning—Mr and Mrs M. Blaney, Renison Bell, have received advice that the former’s brother L/Cpl W. Blaney, is returning by the transport Zealandia, which left England on May 11, and arrived in Melbourne yesterday.





The Argus Monday June 30, 1919:


DISEMBARKATION DELAYS – BERTHING ARRANGEMENTS FAIL – SCENES OF CONFUSION


Inconvenience and annoyance were caused to thousands of relatives and friends and hundreds of returned men by the delay in berthing the transports Zealandia and Orontes on Saturday afternoon, due, according to the military officials, to the naval authorities.


The Zealandia was originally timed to disembark troops at 9 o’clock on Sunday morning, but word was received at midday on Saturday that the vessel would berth at the New Pier, Port Melbourne, at 4 o’clock on Saturday.  This hour was subsequently extended to 5, and then to half-past 5 o’clock.  Finally the troops reached Sturt-street half-past 6, and were granted to leave until a quarter-past 2 to-day.         			Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday April 23, 1921:


PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS


At West Park, Burnie, on Monday afternoon, in connection with the Anzac Day celebrations, Lieut.-Colonel R.A. Rafferty, by command of the Governor-General, will present British war medals to the following:


Cpl. W. Blaney, Mining Corps:								Article abridged





Mercury Monday November 11, 1946:


DEATHS


Blaney—On November 10, 1946, at Hobart, William, son of the late Thomas and Johannah Blaney, late of Queenstown, aged 67 years.  Requiescat in pace.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BLANEY—Funeral of the late Mr William Blaney will arrive at Cornelian Bay Cemetery This Day at 4.15 pm.  Friends invited to attend.


H.C. MILLINGTON & CO.


Funeral Directors





Advocate (Burnie) Monday November 11, 1946:


DEATHS


BLANEY—On November 9, at St John’s Park Hospital, Hobart, William, loving brother of Thomas Blaney, Devonport; in his 70th year.  Interment will take place in the Hobart Cemetery at 4 p.m. THIS DAY (Monday).








