SAPPER ARTHUR BEVAN
47 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Arthur George Bevan was born on 3 October, 1892 the son of George and Annie (nee Foster) Bevan in Green Ponds, near Brighton, Tasmania.  He stated he served a five-year apprenticeship and was an electric motor driver.  He went to work at Mount Morgan, Queensland and was at the Railway Hotel in 1915.
At the Central Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton on 11 October, 1915 the twenty-eight-year-old single motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest measurement of (36ins) and had a fair complexion with greyish eyes and light brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Annie Bevan of Brighton Junction, Tasmania.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the:
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Basic training commenced at Enoggera camp, Brisbane until sent to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to join other volunteers from across the country to train as the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 47.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

On 7 November, 1916 was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering carbonic oxide poisoning.
 The company was situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at Little Gate and Hill 60.

The following is an extract giving insight to the days of early November, 1916 from Captain O.H. Woodwsrd, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company, in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War.
“My first tour of duty at Hill 60 ended on 7th November, and by that time I had begun to get my bearings in the Front Line Saps.  On referring to my Diary I find that my records of the events each day refer to the fact the “we heavily bombarded the Hun;  the Hun heavily bombarded us;  Snipers were busy at such and such a point;  Dugouts were crumped; enemy was active at such and such Listening Posts”;  in all of which information could be condensed by making the statement that we were experiencing the ups and downs of Trench Warfare.”

Three days later Sapper was sent to the 47th Divisional Rest Station and returned to duty on November 11.
Base Records advised his mother on 4 December, 1916 that it was reported her son was wounded in action (gassed) and included his address for correspondence.

His name appeared in the Casualty Lists appearing in the:


The No. 1 Company was officially redesignated to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
Mrs A. Bevan received news from Base Records dated 18 April, 1917 that her son had re-joined his regiment.

Proceeded on leave on 3 February, 1918 and returned to duty on February 18.

Sapper was paid in France on 15 May, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

In an audit of the company he was noted to be still serving on 11 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and they departed from there to England on February 24 arriving the following day at the No. 2 Group camp at Parkhouse.

On 20 March, 1919 the men were moved to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp in Heytesbury to await their voyage home.  After demobilisation Sapper Bevan embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his mother on 22 May that he was returning home.  This news was shared in the:
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 and was reported in the:
The soldiers returned to Tasmania on 18 June, 1919.
The 6th Military District advised Base Records on 24 July, 1919 that the soldier had returned to Australia and demobilised and forwarded all medical and service documents to them.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 14 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

His address was 11 Wellington Street, North Hobart with the occupation of labourer later that year.

He married on 6 December, 1928 to Sylvia Grace Lane in the Holy Trinity Church, Hobart and their address was 27 Letitia Street, North Hobart and he was a labourer.

The following was announced in the:

Their address was listed from 1943 in Electoral Rolls as 65 Butler Avenue, Moonah and he was a sine worker where they remained.

Arthur George Bevan passed away aged 61 years on 19 August, 1953.  Announcement and family arrangements were published in the:

 
Ashes were placed at Derwent Gardens in niche wall section M, no. 38, row A in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart.
His name is commemorated on the Mount Morgan Honour Board.
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Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Saturday October 16, 1915:


CENTRAL DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS – TWENTY-THREE MORE LEAVE


Twenty-three more recruits left on Wednesday and yesterday to join the Australian Expeditionary forces.  Their names are:


A. Bevan, Mount Morgan								Article abridged





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Tuesday December 12, 1916:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – LISTS NOS 248 and 249


Casualty lists Nos 248 and 249 were issued to-night.  They contain [blurred no.] names:


Sappers A. Bevan (Tasmania), P.W. Lally (Cooran), A. Leatch (North Melbourne), F.W. Thompson, H. Miles and A.E. Oates (Hawthorne.									Article abridged





World (Hobart) Wednesday June 4, 1919:


PERSONAL MENTION


Mrs Bevan, of 11 Wellington-street, North Hobart, has been notified that her only son Sapper Arthur Bevan, is returning to Australia by troopship Boonah, which is expected to arrive in Melbourne on June 8.





The Argus Monday June 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – FIVE TRANSPORTS DISEMBARK


On Sunday troops disembarked from four transports and despite the heavy task curtailed upon owners of motor vehicles, the men, as they landed, were quickly provided with seats in waiting cars.


Early in the morning 120 men were landed from the Boonah.


Port Melbourne was crowded with visitors.  Many were there to welcome the returning soldiers.  As the motor cars with the soldiers passed through the gate leading from the pier the men were loudly cheered and despite it being a Sunday, the streets all the way to the depot in Sturt Street were lined with applauding crowds.


Captain Wright, the staff office for returning soldiers had everything well in hand, and the men were enabled to proceed quickly to their homes. 





The Mercury Monday April 7, 1930


BIRTHS


BEVAN—On March 30, at Park View Private Hospital, New Town, to Mr and Mrs Arthur Bevan, 27 Letitia Street, a daughter (Doreen Mary).





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday August 20, 1953:


DEATHS


BEVAN—On August 19, 1953 at his residence 65 Butler Ave., beloved husband of Sylvia Bevan, loving father of Doreen, and loved brother of Mary (Mrs V. Jeffrey), aged 61 years.  Late Electrolytic Zinc Co, Risdon.  Late 1st Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F. No flowers by request.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday August 20, 1953:


CREMATION


BEVAN—Friends of the late Mr Arthur George Bevan are respectfully invited to attend his funeral, which will move from his residence 65 Butler Ave., Moonah, on Thursday (This Day), at 3.40 p.m., arriving crematorium chapel Cornelian Bay, at 3.55 p.m.


HOOPER & BURGESS A.F.D.A.


GLENORCHY SUB-BRANCH


R.S.S.A.I.L.A.


Members of the above league and 1st Tunnelling Coy., 1st A.I.F., are requested to meet at the crematorium, Cornelian Bay, on Thursday (This Day), at 3.55 p.m., to attend the funeral of their late comrade, Arthur George Bevan.


								E. WOOLLEY, Secretary.





Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Employees’ Roll of Honour


held at Mt Morgan Mine Office
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