SAPPER LEONARD ALBERT BENNETT
7167 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Leonard Albert Bennett was born on 16 May, 1898 the son of Leonard Albert and Susah (nee Horsham) Bennett in Strahan, Tasmania.  He stated he served an apprenticeship as a hairdresser with J. Duff of Zeehan, Tas and gained military experience with the cadets for five years with the 91st Infantry Battalion.  

At the recruiting depot in Zeehan on 17 October, 1916 the single eighteen-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation forms describe him as weighing 66kgs (145lbs) with a brownish complexion, hazel eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Leonard A. Bennett of 3 National Mutual Buildings, Launceston.  He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance on October 31 at Claremont camp.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commences with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont camp (6th M.D.) until transferred to the Miners Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) joining the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure it was noted his Will was lodged with this father Leonard Albert Bennett at 22 Shaw Road, Zeehan, Tas.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7167. 

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Bennett left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched into Nos 1 and 3 Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following while at Parkhouse:



Offence:
AWL 2400 hrs 16/8/17 till 2130hrs 17/8/17


Award:

Forfeits 4 days’ pay by Major E. Lewis 18/8/17


Total forfeiture:
5 days’ pay

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles a day later.  Was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 2 September, 1917 who were situated at Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British Line on the Belgium Coast working in the sand dunes on infantry subways, advanced headquarters and machine gun positions.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling recorded the following on their arrival:
 “2/9/17 Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre”

Sapper was taken on strength with the company on 5 October, 1917.

He went sick on 21 January, 1918 to the 57th Field Ambulance suffering from laryngitis and transferred to the Casualty Clearing Station the next day before entering the 5th General Hospital in Rouen on January 23.  
On 3 February was invalided to England on the hospital ship Western Australia being admitted to the 1st London Hospital at Camberwell a day later with Aphonia Laryngitis (inability to produce sound.)  On March 15 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield until discharged on 20 March to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.

Further discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Hurdcott absent from 2 pm parade 26/3/18



Award:

3 days confined to camp by Capt. P. Lohan 27/3/18

News of his illness was published in the:
[image: image2.jpg]


On 16 May, 1918 marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill then proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on 5 June, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  Marched out to re-join his unit on June 13 arriving three days later.

He was wounded in action on 2 July, 1918 suffering the effects of gas and taken to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance then moved to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  On July 5 went to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and transferred to the 49th C.C.S. two days later then admitted to the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville on 19 July, 1918.  Ambulance Train no.12 conveyed him to be invalided to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal and admitted to the Red Cross Hospital affiliated with Alexander Hospital, Chichester on 24 July.  
Base Records regretted to advise his father on 2 August, 1918 that it was reported that his son had been gassed (classed as wounded) showing his postal address for correspondence.  They advised again on August 13 that he was admitted on 24/7/18 to the Red Cross Hospital, Christchurch, England.   

Was discharged to furlough on 23 September and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 15 October.  Reported as ordered and sent to the No.1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny where he remained and was there when Peace was declared.
In trouble again punishment was issued as follows:



Offence:
Sutton Veny smoking in company parade 8/12/18



Award:

4 days confined to camp by Lt. Hodgson

Sapper Bennett embarked for Australia on 15 January, 1915 on the H.T. City of Exeter.  Base Records advised his father on 5 February that he was returning home.  This good news was shared in the:

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) and the Tasmanian soldiers were to leave on the S.S. Loongana for their State.  The following was reported in the:

Their welcome home was covered in the:

The 6th Military District at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded to Base Records all medical and service documents on 3 April, 1919 advising of his return and discharge dates.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 12 April, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
A copy of his medical board proceedings was sent to the Repatriation Commission on 5 May, 1920.

The British War Medal (7323) and the Victory Medal (7106) were issued to wear for serving his country to Sapper 7167 Leonard Albert Bennett, 2nd Tunnelling Company.

He married at The Deanery, Launceston on 5 July, 1924 to Dorothy Martha Lovett and in 1928 their residence was 2 Moore Street and he worked as a linesman.

The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 28 October, 1929.

In 1936 they were at 6 Doolan Street, Launceston with the same occupation.

The following accident was reported in the:

A year later they were at Bryan Street, Launceston with occupation of linesman.

During World War II he enlisted at Eriba, Tasmania from La Trobe on 29 August, 1944 giving next-of-kin as Mrs L. Bennett.  He was a signaller T165016 with H.Q. 6th Aust L of C. Sigs (P.M.G.) with post line duties.  Discharge took place on 25 June, 1945 due to the disbandment of the Corps.

From 1954 to 1958 they were living at Campbell Town, Tas giving the same occupation.
Leonard Albert Bennett passed away on 22 May, 1968 aged 70 years.  Interment took place in the monumental portion of Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston within section A11 in grave no. 122.

Mrs Dorothy M. Bennett died aged 81 on 31 August, 1978 and buried with her husband.
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Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday November 1, 1916:


RECRUITING – TASMANIA – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The following are the names of the men (57) who entered the Claremont camp yesterday:


L.A Bennett, miner, Zeehan								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday April 12, 1918:


TASMANIAN CASUALTIES – PERSONAL NOTES


Sapper Leonard A. Bennett has written to his parents advising them that he was an inmate of the First Australian General Hospital, London, suffering from the effects of gas.  This is the second occasion this young soldier has been incapacitated from this place.  He is the son of Mr L.A. Bennett, secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association, and enlisted on the West Coast.





Daily Telegraph Monday February 17, 1919:


PERSONAL


Mr L.A. Bennett, of 129 George-street, formerly of Shaw-street, Zeehan, has been advised by the Defence Department that his son, Sapper L.A. Benner, of the 2nd Tunnelling Company, left England for Australia by the s.s. City of Exeter on January 15, and is due in Melbourne on February 26.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday February 22, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Two batches of returned soldiers arrived at Launceston yesterday from Hobart one party by the mail train at 7 a.m. and the other by the express.  They had disembarked the previous evening from the troopship Kamala.  In each instance they were heartily welcomed by Red Cross officials and the Reception Board, and conveyed in motor cars to the barracks where they were dismissed.  Following is the personnel:


L.A. BENNETT, Launceston								Article abridged





World (Hobart) Friday March 14, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – LARGE BATCH OF TROOPS – ENTHUSAIASTIC WELCOME


Hobart extended a most enthusiastic welcome to the troops who arrived at the Ocean Pier yesterday morning from Bruny Island, where they had spent seven days in quarantine.  The contingent—180 men—was the second biggest that has yet returned at any one time, and included batches of men from the transports Delta, Demonthenes, City of Exeter and Ulysses. 


It was a glorious morning and a great crowd had gathered at the Ocean Pier.  The top of No. 2 shed was packed, and a large crowd remained outside the barriers, the space inside being reserved for the relatives of the returning men and the officials.


Every steam whistle close to the wharves blew a salute as the tender conveying the troops drew alongside, and the crowd was most enthusiastic in its manifestations of pleasure at seeing the boys safe home again.  They did not take very long to disembark, and were at once pounced upon by eager relatives, and for quite half and hour there was a continuous babble of conversation amongst the delighted groups gathered round each soldier—interrupted occasionally when an Anzac gave a lusty answer to a salute from an old pal whom he recognised in the crowd.  


The warmth of the welcome from the relatives, and the evident desire on their part to have their heroes all to themselves was taken by the speakers who were to extend a public welcome to the men as an indication that long speeches would be out of place.  As a result a record for brevity was established, the whole of the orations being delivered in less than ten minutes.


The following is a list of the men who returned:


Sapper L.A. Bennett, 2nd Tunnellers							Article abridged





Mercury Tuesday July 28, 1942:


FELL FROM TRAM


Abrasions and cuts were suffered by Leonard Bennett (44) post office linesman, of 48 Bryan St., Launceston, who yesterday fell from a tramcar.  He was admitted to the Launceston General Hospital, and his condition last night was satisfactory. 





Bennett Family Plot in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston, Tasmania


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


submitted by Heath Penney








