SERGEANT THOMAS BATEY
3569 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas (Tom) Batey was born in Streator, Illinois, USA in September, 1883 the son of William and Susana Batey.  The family returned to England and were residing at Cramlington, Northumberland in 1901 with residents of the house being William (44) underground coal miner – stone augur, Susana (44), Thomas (18) underground coal miner, Frances (15) and Samuel Foster, grandson (13mths).

He married on 8 December, 1908 at Crawlington to Agnes Ferrow Laidlaw and by 1911 were residing in a four roomed house at 19 1/2 Hurst Morpeth, Northumberland with Thomas (27) coal cutting machine miner and wife Agnes (28).

Military experience was gained serving from four years and two months with the Coldstream Guards until his time was bought out.
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Thomas (31) miner, embarked from London, England on 31 July, 1914 on the Orient liner Otway for Sydney, New South Wales accompanied by his brother-in-law Nicholas Laidlaw (27) fitter as 3rd Class passengers.  News of the steamer’s arrival was reported in the:
His wife Agnes F. Batey (32) housekeeper, departed a few months later on 9 October, 1914 as 3rd Class passengers with their son Nicholas (2) along with her sister-in-law Isabella Laidlaw (28) housekeeper, with her children Martha (4) and John (1) on the Orient liner Orontes for Sydney, NSW.  The ship docked on 19 November, 1914 and their arrival was covered in the:
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Their husbands were working at Balgownie, NSW.
At the Sydney Town Hall on 21 January, 1916 the thirty-two-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was Hunter Street, Balgownie, South Coast, Sydney was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall and passed the eye test with good vision in both eyes, weighed 66kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further with a florid complexion, blue eyes and brown hair with Church of England as his faith.  Other notes were he was circumcised and partly bald and required dental treatment.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Agnus Batey of Hunter Street, Balgownie, South Coast, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Casula Military Camp, near Liverpool the same day.

Basic training commenced with E Coy, Depot Battalion until 29 February, 1916.

A send-off to the volunteers from Balgownie took place on 27 January, 1916 and reported in the:
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On 1 March, 1916 was to be Acting Sergeant with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who were later transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney on 10 May.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sergeant was confirmed on 15 May and the Regimental number 3569 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  He participated in the Inspection of Troops are Moore Park which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving the following day at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot and attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 25 September who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on Trench 123 and dugouts at Hill 63.

His service continued without incident and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was wounded in action on 29 January, 1918 but remained on duty.

The company was working at Dranoutre, Belgium and the Unit Diary records the following for that day:

“1918 Dranoutre

January 29th


1 killed, 2 O.R. wounded enemy shell fire at Westhoek: stairway crumped & repaired.”

Base Records advised his wife on 18 February, 1918 that it was reported her husband had been wounded in action (slightly) and remained on duty.  His address was included for correspondence. 

Leave was granted and taken from 14 March, 1918 and reported for duty on 14 April after leave was detained.
He was in charge of Squad No. 3 who were sent to the First Musketry School during the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918.  His results were:
Sergeant was taken on strength on 28 June, 1918 due to Sergeant Gough being evacuated on 29 June.

On 28 July, 1918 reported to the Corps Gas School and re-joined his unit on 3 August.

Sergeant marched out on 17 October, 1918 to the Royal Engineers Bridging School at Anvin and re-joined his unit the day Peace was declared.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was to be granted from 23 January to 6 February but changed to 19 January until to February 15, 1919.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot from where they departed on April 10 crossing to England and marched into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the next day.  After demobilisation Sergeant embarked for Australia on 12 May, 1919 from Devonport, England on board H.T. Soudan.  Base Records advised his wife on 11 June he was returning home.  

His name appeared in the list of returning soldiers published in the:

The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 3 July, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Domain and his Statement of Case reads:




States he is fit




Other checks – no exam




No disability




Recommendation – yes discharge




Fit for vocational training – yes




Dentally fit – upper denture in use

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 17 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He returned to his family at Balgownie, NSW.  

Two months later he was presented with a gold pendant on behalf of St Aiden’s Church of England members and the presentations were covered by the:

A keen sportsman who played cricket and football for his district.  The following was a letter to the Editor and published in the:

He became the new secretary of the School of Arts in 1921 with their presentation function reported in the:

For serving his country Sergeant 3569 Thomas Batey was issued with the British War Medal (47057) and the Victory Medal (45951).
He continued with his occupation of a coal miner and the following mishap was reported in the:


Appeared before the Police Court during 1925 with the following reported in the:

Two years later a Warrant was issued for his arrest for desertion and published in the Police Gazette on 9 November, 1927:

Nothing further appears about his whereabouts.

Mrs Agnes Batey died on 20 August, 1944 with the announcement published in the:

Thomas wrote from Auckland, New Zealand on 30 May, 1949 to Melbourne Army Records asking to be forwarded the said information as he required the same for a pension being 65 years of age.  Copy of Discharge stating age at enlistment and gave his service details and enclosed a ten shilling note to defray any costs.  His address was care of Thomas George Wilson 38 Ponsonby Road, Ponsonby W1, Auckland, N.Z.  
Central Army Records in Melbourne wrote on 6 June, 1949 to the Base Records Office, Canberra enclosing his letter and money dated 30 May, 1949 for their attention and information regarding Pension.

Base Records replied on 8 June, 1949 to Mr Batey advising to fully complete the Statutory Declaration and return it to their office, when further consideration would be given to his request.  A Statement of Service in lieu of lost Discharge Certificate is issued free of charge, therefore his remittance of ten shillings (N.Z. note) was returned herewith.  
On 27 June, 1949 in Auckland, he declared in at Statutory Declaration that the loss of his discharge occurred cleaning out a drawer, to my belief I must have burnt the same with other old rubbish.  To the best of his knowledge the said discharge was burnt.  Base Records prepared the Statement of Service on 9 July, 1949 and forwarded by registered post to him care of Mr T.G. Wilson’s Ponsonby address, Auckland.  Delivery was receipted by him dated 20 July, 1949.

His name appears on the Balgownie War Memorial, NSW.
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National Advocate (Bathurst) Tuesday September 15, 1914:


OTWAY ARRIVES


SYDNEY, Monday.


The Orient steamer Otway, arrived today with about 1000 immigrants of whom 280 were for Sydney.  She was four days late owing to a week’s detention at Gibraltar on account of the proximity of the Goeben and Breslau.  Her voyage, however, was uneventful. 





Evening News (Sydney) Thursday November 19, 1914:


TWO MAIL STEAMERS ARRIVE FROM LONDON – MONGOLIA AND ORONTES


A unique circumstance, as far as Sydney is concerned, was the arrival this morning of two mail steamers from London.  The first of the pair was the Mongolia just a week behind having been delayed in Indian waters.  The Orontes put in an appearance later on, and berthed at Dawn’s wharf.


The Orontes left London with 614 passengers of whom 402 landed in Sydney this morning.  The Orontes had an uneventful voyage and it is significant that neither of the big Royal Mail liners which arrived this morning was delayed at any point owning to the war.





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday February 4, 1916:


BALGOWNIE


Another big send-off to soldiers eventuated on Saturday night.  There was a gathering of about three hundred, resided over by Mr H. R. Murdoch, president of the Patriotic League.  The guests were T. Batey [and others].  Each of these received presents; also B. Jones who could not get from the camp.  The principal toast was proposed by Alderman W. Hayman, supported by Mr R. Morgan.  As usual on such occasions, the ladies had done well in providing the table and the hall was very gay with flags.  Songs were sung by Miss Sylvia Street, Anderson, Lily Baker and K. Hynd. Recitations by Messrs Easterbrook, W. Price snr., and A. Ridley.  Miss Martin was accompanist.  A dance followed.  The gather was an enthusiastic one.  Of too departing soldiers eleven are married.  This makes a total of eighty-three who have gone from Balgownie, not counting rejects.  Stated that half a dozen will go on Saturday to enlist.		


						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Sergeant T. Batey is identified as circled





Town and Country Journal Wednesday May 24, 1916:





“Squad Sergeant:  Sergeant Batey, T.


Squad No. 3.						First School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 9-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


  3569	  Sergt		Batey  T			        25		      14		20		     59


Average per man	       21.5	     13.4	             17.9


Total average           53.1


Possible                    70 





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 21, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS BY THE SOUDAN


The following is a list of members of the A.I.F., who are returning by the Soudan, which left England on May 21:


Sgt Thomas Batey, 1st Tun C;							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday July 24, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED – MEN BY THE SOUDAN


Major-General Lee represented the military authorities and Mr J.D. Fitzgerald the State Ministry at the landing of the returned soldiers from the troopship Soudan yesterday morning.  Fine weather helped to make the reunion at the Anzac Buffet a happy one for the men in khaki and their relatives and friends.


The troopship brought 350 men for New South Wales, and a considerable number of Queensland.  The soldiers for the northern State were taken direct to the Central Railway Station to catch the special train to Brisbane.											Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday September 19, 1919:


BALGOWNIE


Balgownie again honoured her soldier heroes; on the 5th instant the members of St Aiden’s Church of England held a very enjoyable welcome home function in the School of Arts’ Hall.  The Rev. C. Stubbs presided and very feelingly welcomed back into their homes once more 12 soldiers, to each of whom he presented a gold pendant suitable subscribed, on behalf of the members of the church.  The following soldiers were the recipients: Sergt T. Batey.


Each pendant had on it the recipient’s battalion colors.  Local artists provided a very taking musical programme, which was very much appreciated by the large number present; also light refreshments were provided, which were served in a pleasing manner; games and amusements were enjoyed.  Mr Stubbin on behalf of the committee conveyed their thanks to those who had so liberally subscribed to assist in providing the pendants.  The singing of the National Anthem brought to a close a very pleasant and enjoyable evening.     Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday 1 July, 1921:


TO THE EDITOR


Sir—I ask for space for the following few lines in the Soccer News.  Since the Balgownie v Woonoona match last Saturday, I heard that Mr Welsh, centre forward of Woonona, had received a letter telling him he was to have several broken bones in that game.  Well, my opinion of the man who sent that letter is that he is one of those lowdown sports who stand on the line, and yell to the players to stick the boot in.  I challenge him to prove what he wrote.  Thanking you in anticipation. —Yours, etc., T. Batey





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday September 15, 1921:


BALGOWNIE


On Friday evening last a very large number of the members of the School of Arts met to do honor and make a presentation to their late secretary and treasurer respectively, Mr H.R. Murdoch and Mr Thos. Thompson, who, without a doubt, were both well deserving of the highest regard and thanks of the citizens of Balgownie for time and work they have given gratis to establish in Balgownie the present building free from debt.  Two honourable gentlemen have held their honourable positions ever since the institute was opened nearly 20 years ago.  


Mr Thos. Batey is the new secretary, and has got a good start off, the institute being free of debt.  But additions are needed shortly and we believe he will do his utmost to carry on the progressive policy of his predecessors.	  											Article abridged





Illawarra Mercury Friday February 22, 1924;


MINES AND MINERS


Several Accidents are reported from the Mount Pleasant mine this week: Owing to stone falling on his head, R. Fitzgibbon sustained cuts which necessitated the insertion of several stitches; A. Masters had a pick stuck in his hand, but fortunately suffered no severe injury. T. Batey was struck in the eye with coal.





Illawarra Mercury Friday January 23, 1925:


Thomas Batey pleaded guilty to using indecent language in School Lane, Balgownie and was fined £2.





Illawarra Mercury Friday June 26, 1925:


BALGOWNIE MAN IN TROUBLE


At the Wollongong Police Court on Monday, before Mr Longfield, S.M. Thomas Batey pleaded not guilty to two charges brought against him, viz indecent language and using insulting language to Constable McLaughlin. 


Constable McLaughlin, deposed, stationed at Balgownie: at 6.25 p.m. on Monday 1st instant, I heard defendant make use of the indecent language complained of in School Lane, Balgownie.


I was distant about 20 yards and there was a big crowd there. The words were used to James O’Neill.  I said to O’Neill “Who did Batey say use that language to?”  “Me” replied O’Neill.  Batey went on to the verandah of his house and said “I see you McLaughlin.  I know you get bribed by the bookmakers and the publican. I saw the publican hand you out a bottle of schnapps on Sunday.  I know your palm gets greased by them all.  Batey then stood outside his gate and repeated “If you summons me, I will tell everyone that you get bribed by the publican and the bookmaker.  You will not get your palm greased anymore”


I walked up the street and tuned around and saw O’Neill in the middle of the road.  He called out Batey “Come out on the road and we’ll finish it.  Batey said “No, there has been two hits; I have had one and you have had one, and that will do me.”  Batey then went inside. 


To Mr Strathem: This was on the occasion that Batey had a row with his wife.  There has been no ill-feeling between the defendant and myself.  I had to caution him on one or two occasions.  I had a case for language against him.  I have nothing against him provided he behaves himself.  The neighbours are always complaining about him.  They wanted to get up a petition to have him removed.  Defendant never spoke to me about me receiving a bottle of schnapps.  The publican never gave me a bottle of schnapps.


Mr Strathem: You said something about him at the School of Arts.


Witness: He was expelled for attending the School of Arts after the new secretary was appointed.


James W. O’Neil and Jack Rogers testified both heard him say indecent language and to the Constable you are bribed by the bookmakers and the publican.





For the defence


Thomas Batey, a miner, residing at Balgownie, deposed: I have seen the two information’s that have been laid down against me.  I did not use the exact words that have been charged against me in the summons.  I did not use the indecent language or anything in the vicinity of it.  I had a disagreement with my wife that night, and was excited, but I used no indecent words to O’Neil.  Constable McLaughlin came up along the road and I was on the verandah of my house and said “Hello, Mac’s coming on the job.  The best thing he can do is to go down the road and see if he can get a bottle of schnapps, and failing he can go down the back door of the bookmaker’s and see if he can get a bottle of whiskey.


His Worship:  All this goes to show that the defendant used the language on the verandah, and he is charged with using it.


His Worship: I have heard Batey’s evidence and all I can say is that I do not believe him.  I believe the Constable and the other witnesses and there is no doubt the indecent and insulting language words were used.


Sergeant Pye: The police are not desirous to have a heavy fine inflicted, but would rather have the defendant bound over to keep the peace.


His Worship: For the indecent language he is fined £2 and 8/- costs and for insulting words £3 and 8/- costs in default one month in each case.


The defendant was allowed one month to pay.						


Article abridged








Police Gazette New South Wales 9 November, 1927:


DESERTING WIVES AND FAMILIES


Balgownie—A warrant has been issued by the Children’s Court Bench, Wollongong, for the arrest of THOMAS BATEY, charged with disobeying a magisterial order for the support of his wife and children (£171 18s and costs due).  He is 45 years of age, 4 feet 9inches high, medium build, reddish complexion, fair hair almost bald, blue-eyes, clean shaved, artificial teeth in upper jaw, one gold tooth on plate, slight scar on forehead; dressed in dark serge suit, black felt hat, and tax boots; wears a small Buffalo Lodge badge; a native of England; a returned soldier and miner.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday August 21, 1944:


DEATHS


BATEY. —August 20, 1944—at her residence 9 Harrigan Street, Tarrawanna, Agnes Ferrow Batey, beloved mother of Nicholas, Frances (Mrs W. Cockerell), William and John, aged 63 years.  Private cremation this day.





Balgownie War Memorial 1914-1918
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