SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM BACON

7491 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Thomas William Bacon was born in York, Yorkshire, England about 1867, the son of John Walkerly Bacon and Margaret nee Foggin.  The 1881 Census records the family living at 18 Bishop Street in the township of Manningham, Bradford, Yorkshire.  John was the head of the house, aged 38 and a Coachman by profession.  He was born at Grainsby, Lincolnshire.  His wife Margaret was also 38 years old and was born at Melberly, Yorkshire.  Thomas was then aged 14 and was a warehouse boy.  His 12-year-old sister Annie E. was a scholar and his brothers, 9-year-old Martin W. and 5-year-old John F, were also scholars.

The Bacon family of John (39), Margaret (40), Thomas (16), Annie (13), Martin (11) and John (7) sailed from Plymouth on 28 February, 1883 as free passengers on the 1040-ton ship Roma under Captain Mann.  The Roma arrived at Cooktown in April 1883 following a brief stop at Thursday Island to transfer one steerage passenger.  Other coastal ports of call were Townsville, Bowen, Mackay, Rockhampton, with the voyage terminating at Brisbane where the family disembarked.
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Thomas William Bacon married Eda Olliver in 1893 and he is listed as ‘Bacon Thos W.’ in the Townsville Post Office Directories from 1910 through to 1940, at which time their address was listed ‘40 Bundock Street, B.G.’. 

A son, Cyril Atherton Bacon was born in Queensland on 7 Feb 1896. [image: image2.jpg]L oy diassny e
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A second son, Sydney Olliver Bacon was born in 1906 but sadly died in 1908.
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On 7 May 1917 he signed the Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad at Townsville in North Queensland.  The medical examination which found him to be ‘fit for active service’, recorded his height at 5ft 4in, his weight at 130lbs and his complexion as dark, with grey eyes and dark hair.  He stated his age as 44 years and 1 month. 

A Carter by trade, he recorded that he was married with one child and named as his Next of Kin his wife Mrs Eda Bacon, of Bundock Street, Townsville.  Thomas allotted three fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and child.


By 26 May he was training with the Miners at Seymour, Victoria.  On 17 July he was appointed to B Coy Tunnellers until 2 August when he was appointed to the April Reinforcements - Tunnelling Companies.

He embarked at Sydney, New South Wales on HMAT A68 Anchises on 8 August 1917 with 166 other members of the Tunnellers Reinforcements.

Disembarking at Liverpool, England on 3 October 1917, Thomas was marched in to No.3 Depot Camp at Parkhouse for overseas training and on 14 November 1917 he proceeded overseas to France.

On 15 November he marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles, and on 19 November marched out to the Australian Divisional Base Depot (ADBD).  He was then transferred to 1st Anzac Corps Depot.

Starting on 24 November, Thomas was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion until 13 December when he returned to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot.  On 10 March 1918 he marched out of Aust. Corps Depot to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company where he was taken on strength.

In August he took part in the Givenchy Raid:


He worked with the unit until 31 October when he proceeded on Leave, rejoining his unit on 17 November.

On 27 January 1919 he marched out of the 3rd Aust. Tunnelling Company for demobilisation, marching in to the AGBD on 1 February.  From there he marched out to England on 3 February and on 4 February marched in to No.1 Com. Depot at Sutton Veny.

Thomas embarked at London as an Invalid on 31 March 1919 on board Khyber for the voyage home.

Disembarking at Brisbane on 21 May 1919, Thomas William Bacon was discharged from the A.I.F. on 13 June 1919.  He was entitled to wear the British War Medal (31002) and the Victory Medal (29327).

Electoral Roll 1921 records him living at Bundock Street with wife Eda – Carter by trade.



The Census for 1936 to 1943 record Thomas, Eda & Cyril at 40 Bundock Street.  Thomas is a Labourer and Cyril is recorded as a Clerk.

His service documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane, in November 1937.


Thomas Bacon died on 5 November 1949 and is buried with his wife Eda in the Belgian Gardens Cemetery. [section 5 F grave 113]


Cyril Atherton Bacon died on 8 June 1956 in Queensland.  It appears he never married.
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Townsville Bulletin - Wednesday May 9, 1917:





T.W. Bacon, of Bundock-street, Belgian Gardens, was reported in error to have left with the volunteers on the Mourilyan on Monday evening.  He will not leave until the 21st instant.








Townsville Bulletin Tuesday May 22, 1917:





One of the volunteers leaving last night was Mr T.W. Bacon, leading hand with Mr Armstrong, sanitary contractor.  On Sunday evening, a presentation was made to him by his employer and fellow employees, the presentation taking the shape of gold-mounted fountain pen, a soldier’s wallet and a case of pipes.  The presentation was made by Mr Armstrong who expressed the good wishes which accompanied the gifts, and wished the volunteer a safe return.  Mr Bacon has for the last eight years been connected with the staff of the present and previous contractor.








Townsville Bulletin Wednesday May 7, 1919:





Mrs F.W. Bacon, Belgian Gardens, has been advised that her husband Sapper Bacon is returning to Australia by the steamer Khyber due in Melbourne about May 13.








Townsville Daily Bulletin Monday November 7, 1949:





OBITUARY


Another resident of many years’ standing passed away on Saturday night in the person of Mr Thomas William Bacon, aged 83.  The late Mr Bacon was born at York (England) in 1866 and came to Queensland as a young man in 1882, landing at Brisbane and worked for Burns Philp & Co, and later for the City Council.  He has resided at Belgian Gardens for the past 41 years.  His wife predeceased him five years ago and he is survived by one son, Mr C.A. Bacon, of the P.M.G. Department.  The funeral took place on Sunday afternoon.   








On the morning of 24/8/18, 2 officers and 40 O.R’s of No.1 Section of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. took part in the raid on the enemy on the Givenchy Front, co-operating with the 164th Brigade of the 55th British Division.





In order to assist the operation, North of La Bassee Canal at Givenchy barrages for two dummy raids, and also smoke barrages were put down in the Hulluch Sector.  M.G’s fired 24,750 rounds in connection with this dummy raid in addition to the normal harassing fire by artillery.





The Tunnellers part in the offensive operation at Givenchy was to examine dugouts and mine entrances and to mark them “safe” of “dangerous” according to the results of examination: to search for and render harmless any mines or booby traps found: to cut all enemy electric leads: to destroy any T.M’s founding the forward objectives and to collect any information such as documents, plans, or particulars of accommodation available for troops.





The whole party was suitably equipped with rifle and bayonet as well as tools of their particular necessity.  Each patrol party of the Infantry was accompanied by two tunnellers.





The operation was kept very secret.  No orders were issued until 8 p.m. on 23/8/18 when the men selected were assembled on the alarm post and finally instructed by the C.O. in what their part in the raid was to be.





The raid was successful and all objectives were gained, only three casualties (wounded) among the Tunnellers.  





On the night of the 24th, a Signal message was received from General Jeudwine of the 55th Division by the C.O. which read:


		“55th Division send hearty thanks for the able and keen co-operation of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company to-day”.





Lieut Colonel Commanding the 2/5 Lancs Fusiliers.


		“Please accept on behalf of all ranks of my Battalion and myself our Sincere thanks for the assistance rendered by your men in the operations of the 24th inst.


		Your officers, N.C.O’s and men were splendid and I cannot speak too well of them”.








Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld –Thursday 14 July 1921:





R.S.S.I.L of Australia


TOWNSVILLE SUB-BRANCH HALF-YEARLY MEETING.





The Half-yearly meeting of the Townsville sub-branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia was held in the Ambulance Rooms on 3rd Instant, the president (Mr G. C. Dodd) being in the chair.


ELECTION OF OFFICERS.


The election of officers for the ensuing six months resulted as follows:


President, Mr. B. A. Cripps; vice-presidents, Messrs G. C. Dodd and E. Walton; hon. auditor, Mr J. Robertson; hon. treasurer. Mr F. Jempson; committee, Messrs T. W. Bacon, W. Ferguson, G. H. Rowe, G. M. P. Goessling; E. Stichnoth, A. D. Murgatroyd, publicity committee, Messrs G. C. Dodd, H. P. Armit and E. Walton.


Article Abridged


 





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Friday 5 May 1944:





BACON: The Relatives and Friends of Mr. T. W Bacon and Mr. C. A. Bacon are respectfully invited to attend the FUNERAL of their late dearly beloved Wife ano Moher, EDA BACON. which will move from St James' Cathedral, Melton Hill, City, THIS (Friday) AFTER NOON, after Service commencing at 4 o'clock.   Internment in the New Cemetery.  


McKIMM'NS (PTY.) LTD.


Funeral Directors A.F.D.A


‘Phones: Day I234; Night 1688.





KENNEDY LODGE NO. 29


P.A.F.S.O.A.


OFFICERS and Brethren of the above Lodge are respectfully invited to attend the FUNERAL of the late EDA BACON beloved wife of Wor. Bro. Thomas William Bacon, which will move as above 


E. A. SKAU. Secretary.





The Queenslander – Brisbane – Saturday 23 September 1893:





MARRIAGES.


BACON—OLLIVER.—On 21st August, at St. James's Pro-cathedral, Townsville, by the Rev. Canon Tucker, Thomas William Bacon, late of Brisbane, to Miss Eda Olliver, late of Gunnislake, Cornwall, England.





The Brisbane Courier – Qld – Wednesday 5 February 1902:





DEPARTURES.


February 4. - PEREGRINE,, s., 2000 tons, Captain. John Pain, for Townsville, via ports.  Passengers : - T. W. Bacon and child.


Abridged





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Monday 20 August 1928:





RETURNED SOLDIERS.


Anzac Club Proposal.


Armistice Day Celebration.


The regular monthly meeting of the Townsville sub-branch of the R.S.S.I.L.A. was held at the Town Hall on Friday evening.  There was a large attendance and several matters of interest, including the formation of an Anzac Club in Townsville, the celebration or Armistice Day und other matters were discussed at length.  Those present included Messrs. J. W. Henderson, (Chairman), H. P. Armit, W. McKinstrey, D. A. Smythe, F. Miller, A. D. Quinn, E. G. Sherman, J. S. Locke, T. W. Bacon, N. A. Holmes, J. R. Nell, D. R. Worrell, A. H. Angus, J. Hall, J. A. Daniels, J. McCarthy, G. P. Johnston, A. V. Gray, A. Robertson, G. Garvey, R. D. Kennedy, J. R. Cadman, W. H. Phillips, H. J. Hayes, M. Hunt , H. Pearson, S. Mitchell, and the Secretary, Mr. H. Baskerville.


Article Abridged








Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Friday 28 October 1927:





Mr. Cyril Bacon, of the Mackay Post Office is at present spending a few days holiday as the guest of Mr. and Mrs. W. Christie (Farleigh).





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld –Saturday 5 February 1921:





At the general monthly meeting of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, Townsville sub-branch, held in the Town Hall on Thursday night, 3rd inst, the following office-bearers were elected for the half-year ending30th June, 1921: - President, Mr. G. C. Dodd; vice-presidents, Messrs R. J. Armit and G. M. P. Goessling; committee, Messrs T. W. Bacon, W. Ferguson, A. D. Murgatroyd, F. Stichnoth, and E. Walton; hon. treasurer. Mr F. Jempson; hon. Auditor, Mr J. Robertson; hon. secretary. Mr J. Keane.





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Saturday 29 December 1928:





Mr. Cyril Bacon left on Saturday for Townsville.





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Wednesday 10 May 1944:





THANKS 


WE wish to sincerely thank the Doctors also the Sisters and Nurses of the General Hospital for their kind attention to our wife and mother, Eda Bacon, while an Inmate of that institution.  Also all kind friends for their help and floral tributes and messages of sympathy in our recent sad bereavement.  Please accent this as our personal thanks. 


T. W. and C. A. Bacon.





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Friday 4 May 1945:





IN MEMORIAM 


BACON.— In loving memory of our dear wife and mother, Eda, who passed away on May 4th. 1944. Not to-day, but every day,


 In silence we remember. 


Inserted by her loving husband and son. 


T. W. and C. A. Bacon.





Townsville Daily Bulletin – Qld – Saturday 12 November 1949:





THANKS 


I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Doctor, Matron, Nursing Staff and Wardmaids of Ward 4 for their kindness to my late father whilst an inmate, also for kindnesses extended to me, also to all   friends for their sympathy in my recent sad loss.  Please accent this as my Personal Thanks. 


C. A. Bacon.





Note: P.A.F.S.O.A. was the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia








Townsville Daily Bulletin – Monday 14 December 1908:


DEATH. 


BACON. —On the 13th December, at Little-street, North Ward, Sydney Olliver, youngest son of Thomas and Eda Bacon. Aged 2 years 9 months.








