SAPPER DAVID ROCKET ARNOLD
5489 – 1st Tunnelling Company

David Rocket Arnold was born on 13 April, 1882 at Tarnagulla, Victoria the son of William John and Sarah (nee Cundall) Arnold.  In 1905 he was living at Arnold’s Bridge in the Bendigo region working as a labourer.  His father and grandfather cleared a track through the bush at Sandy Creek building a bridge across and the crossing derived the name of Arnold’s Bridge.  Vehicles using the structure were levied a toll and among the users were Cobb and Co. whose coaches used the route.  In 1914 he is listed at Derby, Tasmania with the occupation of miner.
He married in Derby on 24 March, 1915 to Elsie Myrtle Harper.

At the recruiting depot at Claremont camp on 8 March, 1916 the thirty-four-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-94cms (33½-37ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Elsie Myrtle Arnold of Derby, Tas and later changed to Schofield’s siding, New South Wales.
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Acknowledgment to the new recruits was reported in the:

After basic training he was allotted to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps on 19 June, 1916 at Claremont camp then transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and later placed with the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5489.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded from Folkstone on 28 January, 1917 on the transport S.S. Onward arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 6 February, 1917 who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59). 
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was wounded in action on 13 March, 1918 suffering the effects of gas poisoning and taken to the 8th Field Ambulance.
The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:

“Dranoutre

March 18th 
Fitting gas doors to all entrances at Anzac, work delayed 2 hrs on surface due to




gas shells.”  
Was transferred to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station on 21 March, 1918 then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.24 and admitted to the 55th General Hospital in Boulogne.  On March 26 was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis entering the Central Military (Urmston) Hospital in Eastbourne with gas poisoning (slight).  On 9 April was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot three days later.
Base Records regretted to advise his wife that it was reported her husband was wounded suffering the effects of gas.  His address was also included for correspondence.  They again sent a report on 14 April advising of his admittance to the Military Hospital in Eastbourne on 26 March – gassed classed as wounded mild.  His address was included to write to.
On 14 May, 1918 marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill then proceeded overseas from Southampton on 31 May arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

He re-joined his unit on 8 June, 1918.  He was there when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on February 24 marching in to the No.3 Camp at Parkhouse the following day.  The troops were moved to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury on 20 March.

After demobilisation Sapper Arnold embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his wife on 22 May that he was returning home.

His name was among those soldiers returning as listed in the:

Transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) and the men for New South Wales were transhipped for that State.  News of their impending arrival was published in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Sydney Domain on June 1 and his Statement of Case reads:


No Disability      
(sgd.)  D.R. Arnold



Present condition:
fit



Heart & Lungs:
normal



Recommendation:
discharge

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 19 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (60043) and the Victory Medal (58161) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 5489 David Rocket Arnold, 1st Tunnelling Company.

In 1921 the couple were at Bellandella with his occupation as a farmer.  In 1928 he was a channel guard at Corop, Waranga Basin and in 1936 was a caretaker there.

David Rocket Arnold passed away suddenly on 21 October, 1940 aged 58 years.  An announcement was published in the:


Interment took place in the Presbyterian section 2 of Rushworth Cemetery in grave no. 103.  His wife died in 1954 and was buried with her husband.  They have no headstone.
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North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Saturday March 11, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont Camp on the 8th inst.—Privates D.R. Arnold	


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday April 16, 1918:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Sapper D.R. ARNOLD, Scholfield Siding, New South Wales, gas			Article abridged





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday April 20, 1918:





In the casualty list of other States we notice the names of the following soldiers who belong to these districts, but who enlisted in those other States.  They are reported wounded: Sapper David Rocket Arnold, Scholfield’s Siding, gas:										     		Article abridged











Examiner (Launceston) Friday May 30, 1919:


PER H.T. BOONAH


Spr. D.R. Arnold, 1st Tunn., Derby							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday October 24, 1940:


DEATHS


ARNOLD—On Monday October 21, at Waranga Basin, Victoria, Dave, loving husband of Elsie Arnold (late of Derby), suddenly.





A view of a portion of Rushworth Cemetery, Vic - Photo sourced from Australian Cemetery Photos








