SAPPER WILLIAM HENRY ANDERSON
2472 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Launceston, Tasmania was the birthplace of William Henry Anderson in 1881 the son of William and Elizabeth (nee Dooley) Anderson.  
At the recruiting depot in Strahan on 6 September, 1915 the thirty-five-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins), weighing 65kgs (143lbs) with a chest expansion 82-90cms (32-35½ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Anderson of Elizabeth Street, Launceston.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken on 24 September, 1915 at Claremont camp.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced at Claremont camp until 3 March, 1916 when allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps.  
On 27 March, 1916 eleven volunteers from Tasmania travelled to Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW to join the seventy-eight from New South Wales, forty Victorians, forty-three West Australians, six Queenslanders and two South Australians who were brought together to make up the 2nd Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2472.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.  On June 25 was attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916 in No 4 Section.
He went sick on 5 December, 1916 to the 73rd Field Ambulance suffering diarrhoea and vomiting re-joining his unit on December 10.

Sapper Anderson was trained as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days around 25 August, 1917 where they learnt to distinguish between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six-hour shift silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  Detailed reports were provided of sounds heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy all company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately recorded on the Mine Plan.

Sapper was wounded in action on 2 January, 1918 by a gunshot wound to his right thigh and taken to the 1 /2 North Midland Field Ambulance moving to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station then a day later conveyed on Ambulance Train no.24 to the 22nd General Hospital in Camiers.
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded:
“On 1/1/18 Capt. R.Y. Langdon reported that at 5 a.m. a party of about 20 of the enemy entered our trenches under a heavy barrage, at a point opposite No 1 Post Hulloch Tunnel (Southern Tunnel Exit).  The N.C.O. in charge of the post withdrew his men to the bottom of the Incline & mounted the loophole in the traverse with a Lewis Gun.  The enemy was thus prevented from entering the tunnel system, & after throwing down a few bombs, which did no harm, withdrew, leaving two large unexploded mobile charges, one in the tunnel near the exit, and one on the parapet.  These charges were removed by 466th Coy R.E.

On 2/1/18 2472 Spr Anderson, W.H. was wounded.”
Base Records regretted to advise his father on 8 January, 1918 that it was reported his son was wounded.  No further details were given but his address for correspondence was included.

On 14 January, 1918 Sapper went to the 5th Convalescent Depot then two days later to the Medical Board at the Aust General Base Depot in Etaples.  Left the Base Depot in Rouelles on 28 January and re-joined his unit in the field two days later.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Proceeded on leave on 14 August, 1918 and re-joined his unit on August 29.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 5 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on February 21 crossing to England and marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery Depot in Heytesbury the following day.  On March 19 were moved to the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Anderson embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his father on 7 May that he was returning home.  This letter was returned unclaimed and the 6th Military District was contacted for the latest address of his next-of-kin on 21 May.

Mr W.W. Anderson of 97 Elizabeth Street, Launceston replied to Base Records on 15 May, 1919 about the letter addressed to him stating it must be a mistake as he did not know this soldier.
His name appeared in the list of returning soldiers published in the:


The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 13 June, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

The soldiers were returned Tasmania (6th M.D.) 

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 6 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

All medical and service documents were sent from Anglesea Barracks, Hobart to Base Records advising that the soldier had returned and was discharged on August 6.

For serving his country Sapper 2472 William Henry Anderson, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (4058) and the Victory Medal (4027).

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  
A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 14 April, 1924.  His father replied on April 24 from 85 Elizabeth Street, Launceston stating that he desired a medal of his son’s but was unable to say where he enlisted or when he was discharged as he was down the coast and had not heard from him for some time.

Base Records replied on 2 May, 1924 and regretted to be unable to comply with his request for the war medals of his son as the instructions governing disposal of these items prescribe that they may not be handed over to any person other than the soldier himself during his lifetime, unless written authority to do so can be produced.  Should he at any time become aware of his son’s address, advise this office, arrangements will be made for immediate disposal of his war medals.
On 14 September, 1961 the president of the R.S.L. Sub-branch at Strahan, Mr G.R. Abil, wrote to the Army Records Office on behalf of their local RSL member who was a returned man from the 1st A.I.F. and wishes to apply for the Returned Soldier old age pension.  He enclosed all the details he could think of but he does not remember his army number.  He would also be pleased if they could tell him the correct way for him to apply for the pension.  His name is William Edward Anderson 3rd Mining & Tunnelling Unit.  Enlisted from Strahan and was first camped at Claremont, Tas.  Sailed from Sydney to Marseilles on the Star of Victoria in the year 1915-1916.  Returned on the Sardinia approx. 1919.  He is 81 years old and his wife is 71 years old.  He would greatly appreciate it if they could help this old chap and would appreciate a reply as soon as they could do so.
Central Army Records Office replied on 4 October, 1961 that according to records held at their office, the abovenamed enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 24 September, 1915 and honourably discharged on 6 August, 1919.  During this period he served overseas in France and England from 31 March, 1916 to 11 June, 1919.  Mr Anderson should be advised to apply for the Service Pension at the Office of the Deputy Commissioner of Repatriation, Davy Street, Hobart.
The Repatriation Department, Tasmanian Branch requested a copy of his service records from the Central Army Records Office, Albert Park Barracks, Melbourne which were forwarded on 5 November, 1961.

William Henry Anderson passed away on 17 June, 1966 aged 85 years.  Interment took place in the Strahan General Cemetery within section D in grave no. 005 on 19 June.
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Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 28, 1915:


RECRUITING – THE LATEST FIGURES


During the latter part of last week the numbers of men that entered the Claremont camp were as follows:


W.H. Anderson,					Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday January 22, 1918:


WOUNDED (10)


Pte W.H. Anderson, Launceston					Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Friday May 23, 1919:


TROOPS PER SARDINIA


The following Australian troops are listed to return to Australia: Pte W.H. Anderson, Hobart    Article abridged





Evening News Friday June 13, 1919:


NO COMPLAINTS - SARDINIA TROOPS SATISFIED - THIS MORNING’S WELCOME


Troops who returned today by the Sardinia were landed this morning at Woolloomooloo Bay, where they were received by the District Commandant (Major-General Lee).  The Red Cross motor cars were waiting to drive the men to the Anzac Buffet where they were received an outstanding welcome.


On her last visit to Sydney the Sardinia was the cause of a major inquiry owing to allegations made by the troops with regard to the food and the general discipline of the ship.			Article abridged





His grave in Strahan Cemetery, Tas
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