CORPORAL JOHN ALLEY
1403 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
John Alley stated he was born in Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland in 1874.  Previous military experience was gained from three years’ service with the 2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry.  He came to Australia.

At the Sydney Town Hall recruiting depot on 2 November, 1915 the forty-one year old tin miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 71.3kgs (157lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35ins).  Dark was his complexion with brown hair and his blue eyes tested to poor vision in the left with very poor eyesight in the right one.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Steven E. Alley of Sentinel Works, Polmandle, Glasgow Scotland.  He went to Holdsworthy camp and was sworn in on November 4, 1915.
Basic training commenced with “B Coy” Depot Battalion the same day until 14 December, 1915 when allotted to the 1st Reinforcements to the Mining Corps at their camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1403.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

While at Hazebrouck on 13 May, 1916 Sapper was transferred from the 1st Reinforcements to No. 2 Company.  The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company of 29 December, 1916.
He was accidentally injured on 29 December, 1916 receiving a dislocated left shoulder and taken to the 10th Aust Field Ambulance then moved to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance at the Divisional Rest Station until 8 January, 1917 when he returned to duty.  An enquiry was requested by General Headquarters, 3rd Echelon about the injury but not recorded in his records.

Service continued until 20 July, 1917 when he was to be Temporary 2nd Corporal due to hospitalisation of 2nd Corporal Crafter.

On 22 August, 1917 he suffered another accidental dislocation of his left shoulder going to the 2/ 1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance then transferred to the 15th C.M.D.S. (Corps Sick Station).  Headquarters were notified he was classed as injured accidentally.  The same day he reverted to the permanent rank of Sapper on evacuation sick.
From the Sick Station on 1 September moved to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station then transferred to the 15th Corps Rest Station four days later and discharged to duty on September 9, 1917 rejoining his company the following day.

He returned to the Corps Sick Station on September 20 with diarrhoea after attending the 2/ 3 Field Ambulance then sent to the 15th C.C.S., returning to the Corps Rest Station with the 90th Field Ambulance and discharged to duty on 3 October, 1917.

While on leave to England he was taken from Headquarters, London on 17 October, 1917 to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall for dental treatment and admitted.

Meanwhile in France he was appointed to be 2nd Corporal on 20 October, 1917 due to 2nd Corporal Crafter on the Supply List.  On October 23 was promoted to Corporal vice Corporal Close on the Super List.
On 11 December, 1917 he was discharged from Southall and granted his balance of leave and proceeded overseas to France on 17 December, 1917 and rejoined his unit on December, 20.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 6 March, 1918 he was classed as wounded in a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance moving the next day to the 58th Field Ambulance.  
In the Weekly Report of the 2nd Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary only the following was recorded:

“WEEKLY PROGRESS REPORT FOR WEEK ENDING 13/3/18

Brigade H.Qtrs – Dugouts in Chalk - Additions to Bdge H.Qrs


On the night of the 11th owing to heavy enemy gas bombardment 82 Sappers and 56 attached Infantry were evacuated gassed.”

On 10 March he progressed to the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport for treatment for gas poisoning until March 16 when preparations were made to be invalided to England the following day on the hospital ship Warilda.  Admittance was to Lewisham Military Hospital with severe gas poisoning.  On 8 April was transferred to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford then discharged to furlough on 11 April and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on April 25.  
His brother was kept informed of his recovery being notified by Military authorities on 18 March, 1918 of his gas poisoning and updated on March 22 and that he was progressing favourably on April 8 and convalescent on April, 13.

Reporting as ordered he remained until transferred on 21 June, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.

Corporal proceeded overseas to France from Longbridge, Deverill via Southampton on 11 July, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day and left on July 16 to rejoin his unit three days later.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On Christmas Day, 1918 his left shoulder was accidentally dislocated and taken to the 20th C.C.S. before being conveyed on Ambulance Train no.6 to the 13th General Harvard USA Hospital arriving on December 30.  Headquarters were duly notified of his accidental injury.  He was invalided to England on 3 January, 1919 on the hospital ship St Denis entering the County of Middlesex War Hospital in Napsbury for treatment of recurrent dislocation of left shoulder.  
Medical notes state this was the 12th dislocation due to accidental fall on abducted left elbow.

He was transferred on January 14, 1919 to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and appeared before the Medical Board on 17 January, 1919 his Statement of Case for the mining surveyor reads:



Disability:
Dislocated Left Shoulder


Date of disability:
25/12/18


Origin of disability:
Charleroi [France]


Essential facts:
No C.C.S. or Hospital notes.  Has had left shoulder dislocated 12 times or 





more – has subluxation of joint – has pain in shoulder for some weeks after 





each dislocation


Medical opinion:
Aggravated by active service

Present condition:
General condition fair – senile (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning) subluxation (abnormal separation) of left shoulder joint

Other disabilities:
45 years

Recommendation:
Change to Australia

Re-examination:
4 months

Degree of disability:
80%


Permanently unfit for General Service & temporarily unfit for Home Service

18/1/19


Approved:

20/3/19
Discharged to furlough on 20 January, 1919 he was to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 3 February.

Disciplinary action took place as follows:



Offence:
London 3/2/19 A.W.L. from 10 a.m. 3/2/19 to 10 p.m. 5/2/19



Award:

Reprimanded by Major C.H. Howard 5/2/19


Total forfeiture:
4 day’s pay
After being dealt with by the Orderly Room, Corporal was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth where he was to return home on the transport Csar.  He was instead granted leave without pay from 10/4/19 to 9/10/19.  Reason was due to family and his address was care of S.E. Alley, 53 Tothill, Westminster, SW1.  He was taken on strength with Headquarters, London from April 10.  
On expiration of leave was re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company marching out to Headquarters.  Extended leave was granted by the Furlough Department and report to Sutton Veny camp.

After demobilisation Corporal Alley embarked for Australia on 1 November, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 15 December, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Returning to Sydney at the Anzac Buffet in the Domain on 16 December, 1919 he appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board where the following was recorded:



“I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by war service and feel




fit and well.          Sgd: John Alley”


Discharge was recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 7 February, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country overseas for three years and 290 days Corporal 1403 John Alley, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (34109) and the Victory Medal (33675).
Both his War Service Medals and original Military Discharge were received by Base Records from the Sydney R.S.S.A.I.LA. on 24 August, 1940 and were placed in their storage.
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Argus Tuesday December 16, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING - ARRIVALS BY THE NESTOR


Four hundred troops, including a large percentage of officers arrived in Melbourne yesterday morning and disembarked from the steamer Nestor shortly after 10am.  They were conveyed to the Sturt Street depot in motor cars provided by members of the Royal Automobile Club.  At the depot they were met by their Excellencies the Governor-General and Lady Helen Munro Ferguson, who both spent some time conversing with officers and men.  While waiting for their leave passes the returned troops were provided with refreshments by the members of the V.A.D. organisation.


The men reported having had an excellent voyage under satisfactory conditions, both as to food and accommodation. 








