SAPPER LEONARD OLIVER ALLEN
 4738 – 5th Tunnelling Company
Leonard Oliver Allen was born on 25 September, 1875 at The Don, near Port Sorrell, Tasmania the son of Osborne and Elizabeth Oliver (nee Aspell) Allen and baptised on 27 October, 1875.  He married in Queenstown on 6 September, 1902 to Mary Aspell.  In 1914 he was a miner at Derby, Tasmania.

At the recruiting depot in Derby on 19 February, 1916 the forty-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-87cms (33-36ins) with a dark complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a mole on the left buttock.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Allen of Derby, Tas.  His form was marked “will report on 4 March, 1916.”
He reported on 7 March, 1916 at Claremont camp and allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company and signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the following day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was reported in the:
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On 29 April, 1916 the No. 5 Tunnelling Company comprising of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) to join other volunteers recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4738.
Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

On 16 August, 1916 was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and taken on strength.  
He appeared before the Medical Board at Weymouth on August 18 and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
TB both lungs



Date of disability:
June, 1916



Place of disability:
Transport from Australia



Essential facts:
Had no chest trouble prior to enlistment.  No family history of TB






June, 1916 on transport developed a cold and has been bad with






chest ever since.  Has been in Tidworth hospital for a week.




Causation:
Infection




Caused by:
Ordinary Military Service



Present condition:
complains of shortness of breath and pain in chest






O.E.: looks Tubercular.  Chest: dullness both apices with

Crepitations (crackling sound - lungs.  Has lost 1 stone since enlistment


Recommendation:
Discharge as permanently unfit.  Yes






Change to Australia?  Yes 



Board finding:

Ordinary Military Service



Caused by:

Infection



Disability permanent:
Yes



Labour market:
half at present



Finding:

permanently unfit for general service and permanently unfit for






home service



Approved:

4/9/16

Sapper Allen embarked from Southampton for Australia on 9 September, 1916 on the transport Kanowna.  Base Records advised his wife on 27 September that he was returning home.

A copy of his service was made for the Pension Department on 7 October, 1916.

News of his return was reported in the:
[image: image2.jpg]A%
AN
OLIVER | ")

e vkl
RSN
e A ks AL ]

or evcun
8 Suge 1018





The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 28 October, 1916 and left for Launceston on the T.S. Loongana arriving on November 1.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

He was assessed at the 12th Aust General Hospital, Launceston on 16 November, 1916 and the report reads:

Complains of dyspnoea on slight exertion, feels weak, cough less severe, sputum less than previously – at right apex dullness and bronchial breathing and crepitation – at left apex wavy breathing.  Sanatorium treatment advised.

He went to the Hobart General Hospital remaining until 1 February, 1917 then discharged to the Convalescent Sanatorium.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 10 May, 1917 as medically unfit.  The Board finding he was totally incapacitated due to TB in both lungs. 
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical board proceedings to Base Records in Melbourne on 12 May, 1917 advising of his discharge on 10 May.
He was issued with a military pension for himself of sixty shillings per fortnight from 11 May, 1917 and his wife was granted thirty shillings from the same date.

In the Electoral Roll of 1918 he is listed at Sanatorium, Newtown, Hobart with the occupation of soldier.
Leonard Oliver Allen passed away on 18 September, 1918 aged 43 years.  Family notices were published in the:

At a Welcome Home to soldiers in Derby the following was reported in the:

For his service Sapper 4738 Leonard Oliver Allen, No. 5 Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (4067).  As he did not serve in a theatre of war was ineligible for the Victory Medal.

Delivery of the medal to Derby was receipted by his wife on 2 September, 1921.

Business arising from his Estate was advertised in the:

Mrs Mary Allen died on 22 January, 1943.  Family notices were placed in the:



Mercury (Hobart) Friday March 10, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont Camp on the 8th inst.: Privates L.O. Allen		


Article abridged





Daily Post (Hobart) Thursday October 12, 1916:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following sick and wounded soldiers are returning to Australia shortly from abroad: Private L.O. Allen,


											Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday November 1, 1916:


BACK FROM THE WAR – SOME MORE TASMANIANS


LAUNCESTON, October 31.


Amongst the contingent of returned soldiers reaching Launceston by the Loongana to-day were men some of whom have seen much service.  The personnel and particulars of the contingent are appended:


Sapper Leonard Oliver Allen, 1st Mining Corps (Derby), chest affection.			Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Wednesday November 1, 1916:


RETURNED SOLDIERS - MORE SICK AND WOUNDED MEN ARRIVE


Another batch of sick and wounded men who have been on active service arrived in Launceston by the t.s. Loongana yesterday.


The men were met on arrival of the steamer by Mr H. Weedon, on behalf of the Mayor and other officials of the Red Cross Society.  The names of the men were:


Sapper L.O. Allen, Derby, 5th Tunnelling Company, 1st Mining Corps, tuberculosis of both lungs.


Corporal A.W.J. Maggs, Zeehan, 5th Tunnelling Company Mining Corps, neurasthenia, dilated heart.   


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday September 20, 1918:


DEATHS


ALLEN—On September 18, at his late residence, Derby, Leonard Oliver Allen, dearly loved husband of Mary Allen, aged 43 years.


FUNERALS


The funeral of the late MR LEONARD OLIVER ALLEN will leave his late residence, Derby, at 3 o’clock on FRIDAY, September 20, for interment in Branxholm Cemetery. 


CHAS LUCAS





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday September 21, 1918:


DEATHS


ALLEN—On September 18, at his late residence, Derby, Leonard Oliver Allen, dearly loved husband of Mary Allen, aged 48 years.





His grave in Braxholm-Derby Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-grave submitted by J. Henderson





On 17 December, 1918 the U.A.O.B Grand Lodge wrote to Base Records requesting a copy of the late soldier’s military discharge at their earliest.  Base Records replied on 27 December enclosing a Statement of his Service including the date of discharge.  They also advised that it was not permissible to furnish a copy of discharge certificate of the illness of this soldier.





Daily Telegraph Monday December 2, 1918:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MRS MARY ALLEN, desires to return her heartfelt thanks to the Derby Rifle Club, Ringarooma Municipal Council, Returned Soldiers Reception League, residents of Derby, and many friends whose condolence and sympathy on the loss of her late husband (Sapper Leonard Oliver Allen) was helpful, sweet and comforting.





Burial took place in Braxholm Cemetery, Derby, in the Old Portion.





Mrs Allen placed the following in the:





Daily Telegraph Monday March 17, 1919:


DERBY


A welcome home was tendered to Messrs Haas, Williams, Graham, Hadd and Somers, returned soldiers, at the National Hall on Wednesday night, the 12th inst., when the hall was crowded, and the function proved a great success, about £15 being taken for admission.  


A good supper was provided by the ladies committee and the hall was tastefully decorated for the occasion.  As the conclusion of the function certificates were distributed to the relatives and friends of the following fallen men.  Sapper Leonard Oliver Allen, Private Albert G. Edwards, Sergeant P.A. Wilkins, Gunner Thomas Wall, Private Horace Whitmore.


The dance was much enjoyed.  Mr W.  Quinn was M.C.						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday June 19, 1922:


LEGAL


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that after the expiration of fourteen days from the publication hereof application will be made to the Supreme Court of Tasmania in its Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, that Letters of Administration of the Estate of LEONARD OLIVER ALLEN of Derby in Tasmania, Miner, deceased, may be granted to Mary Allen of Derby aforesaid Widow of the said deceased.


Dated the fifteenth day of June, 1922.


PAGE HODGMAN AND SEAGER


Agents for S.F. Evans of Derby, Proctor for the said Mary Allen





Examiner Saturday January 23, 1943:


DEATHS


ALLEN—On January 22, at a private rest home, Launceston, Mary, beloved widow of the late Leonard Oliver Allen, late of Derby, aged 80 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


ALLEN—The funeral of the late Mrs Mary Allen will arrive at the Derby-Branxholm Cemetery this afternoon (Saturday), at 2.30 p.m., for interment.  Friends are invited to attend. —C.T. FINNEL, 16 Brisbane-street,





His death was accepted as related to his war Ser vice and Leonard Oliver Allen's name is located at panel 26 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.





His service is also commemorated in the Tasmanian Garden of Remembrance at Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston by a plaque on Wall 8: image sourced from www.findagrave.com – added by JandET





LEST WE FORGET
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